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PREFACE. 


Within a few years past, extensive explorations have 
been carried on throughout the East, which have resulted 
in remarkable discoveries in nearly all of the ancient 
and renowned cities known to sacred history. 

Among the most important of these discoveries are 
those made in Jerusalem, in the excavations around and 
under the Temple site — among the ruins of King Solo- 
mon’s store cities, Baalbek, Tadmor and Hamath — at 
Babylon, Nineveh, and Shushan. 

These discoveries have awakened an interest that will 
not be satisfied with anything less than a description of 
the ruins of all the important cities of the East. 

In the ordinary works of Eastern travelers and writers, 
so much space is given to incidents of travel, and the 
speculations of travelers, that but little room is left for 
a description of antiquities or relics. 

The aim of this work is to comprise in a convenient 
compass the results of all the important explorations 



and excavations made in the East, — especially among 
the ruins of King Solomon’s cities. To this end, this 
work has been made strictly descriptive and historical; 
yet containing only enough of history to render the 
subject intelligible. By this plan a description of the 
ruins, as now seen , of forty of the most famous cities 
of antiquity is given in the space of this volume. 
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TO THE FLAX OF JERUSALEM AND ITS RUINS. 


No 1. Armenian Convent on Mt. Zion. 

2 , Episcopal Church, and Consulate of St. James. 

3. David Tower. 

4 * Hezekiah Pool, built by Herod; now used. 

5. Castle of David. 

G. Greek Convent. 

7. Coptic Convent. 

8. Latin Convent. 

9. Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

10. Pilate’s house (ancient citadel), now the Pasha’s resi 

dence. 

1 1 . Bethesda Pool. 

12. St. Ami Church. 

1 3 . Prussian Consulate — near the site of nerod’s palace. 

14„ Ruins of an ancient temple. 

15, Valley Gate, near the Jaffa Gate. 

10. Ancient gate, now closed (Bethezo was near it), on 
Zion. 

17. Essenes’ Gate, on Zion South. 

18. Tower of Siloam. 

19. East or Suu Gate. 

20. The Stairs of David — now in use. 

21. Intermediate Gate, between the two walls at the Junction 

of the Tyropoeon and Kidron Valleys. 

22. The House of David — it spanned the Tyropceon Valley 

here. 

23. The Tower that lieth out over the Virgin Fountain. 

21. Water Gate ; on Ophel. 

25. The Great Tower — Tower of Ophel. 
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INDEX TO THE PLAN. 


No. 2G. IXorse Gate, near the S. E. comer of the Temple. 

27. Tower of the Flock (Micah i\\, S). 

2^. Sheep Gate — near the present St. Stephen’s Gate. 

29. Tower of llauaneel ; N. E. corner of the Temple 

Area. 

30. Fish Gate — near the present St. Stephen’s Gate. 

31. Gate of Benjamin — North and East. 

32. Cemetery. 

33. Throne of the Governor. 

31. Damascus Gate; facing North. 

35. Broad wall between Ephraim and the comer Gate. 

3G. Comer Gate — near the N. W. comer on the West. 

37, Tower of Furnaces j in the West end of the East and 
West wall. 

3*i. First Gate; in the first wall, near Jaffa Gate. 

39. The Armory, or House of the Forest of Lebanon, in tho 

N. E. comer of Zion. 

40. Prison Gate; Shallecketh, in the Temple. 

41. Miphkad Gate; the Stocks for detaining and punishing 

criminals were near this Gate, at the West end of the 
Tyropoeon bridge. 

42. Second Gate in the Tyropoeon. 

43. Tower of Ilippicus ; the mins are in the N. W. comer 

of the city wall, called the Giant’s Tower. 

44. Phasaelus — a Tower named after Herod’s brother, near 

the Gennath Gate. 

45. Mariamne — named by nerod after his Queen ; on Zion. 
4G. Gennath (gardens) Gate— near the Jaffa Gate, in th* 

third wall. 

47. Psephinos; an octagon tower, North of Ilippicus. 

There were 90 towers in the third wall ; no other 
names have been recorded. In other walls there 
were other gates, of which no mins exist. 

4S. Fort of Zion ; the Great Acropolis, so famed during the 
Syrian Wars. 

49. Castle of Zion ; taken by David from the Jebusitcs. 

50. Zion Bridge. 

51. Citadel; was high and overlooked the city. 

52. NLillo ; at the Junction of tho Zion and Tyropoeon 




INDEX TO THE PLAN. 
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No. 53. Road over which Christ rode into Jerusalem. 

51. Golgotha. 

55. Castle of Antonia ; containing the Judgment Hall. 

5«. Baris; the Acropolis of Akra. 

57. Strabo’s Tower, near Antonia. 

5§. Illustration showing the form of the original hill 
Mount Moriah. 

59. Upper Pool of Gihon. 

60. Jews’ Wailing-Place; here are to be seen some of the 

foundation-stones of the Temple. 

61. Garden of Gethsemane. 

6*2. Church of the Ascension. 

63. Entrance to the great underground quarry, where the 
stones were quarried and prepared for King Solo- 
mon’s Temple. 

61. Village of Siloam. 

Besides these there are records of a great many palaces, market • 
places, and synagogues for instruction in the Scriptures and tra- 
ditions, of which there remains no vestige by which they can with 
certainty be identified. 

MOUNT MORIAH — SITE OF SOLOMON’S TEMPLE. 

A, A, A. A, Temple Area. 

No. 1. Dome of the Bock; Ancient Christian Church : now a 
mosk. 

2 . Mosk el Aksa; the Ancient Knight Templar’s Church, 

3. Mogrebins Mosk. 

4. The Sea of Solomon, underground. 

5. Vaults under the platform. 

0. Ancient South Gate of the Temple ; now Double Gate 








CHAPTER I. 


JERUSALEM. 

ITS ORIGIN, AND A SKETCH OF ITS HISTORY. 

Origin — Assault ancl Capture of the City by David 
— David's Death — lie is succeeded by Solomon , 
who builds the Magnificent Temple , and the Store 
Cities — Siege of Jerusalem by Titus , it is taken 
at Midnight — Wanton Destruction of the Temple 
by Fire . 

The city of Jerusalem, with its ruins of temples, 
towers, walls, and tombs, is one of the most pro- 
foundly impressive localities in all the world. While 
reflecting on the history of this city, wave on wave of 
thought rush in on the mind from out the limitless 
ocean of the past, and while contemplating its ruins 
the mind is carried far back through the dim vista 
of a<res, to the time when Mt. Zion was the Jebusite’s 
stronghold, and when the site of the magnificent 
Temple of Solomon was a threshing-floor. 

In all other holy places there were worshiped 
beasts and birds (Apis and Ibis, Egypt), the human 
form (Greece), and hideous images of tilings found 
neither in the heavens nor the earth (India). But 
here the shepherds of Canaan, who watched the flocks 
among the hills, bowed to Him who is still called the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In Genesis we 
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read that in the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth, and, as the great Architect of the 
Universe, he claims the exclusive worship of man. 
Since the day when the tent of the wilderness (the 
Tabernacle) was enlarged into the Temple, what 
various and thrilling events have made the temple 
site famous! There swiftly passes in review the 
foundation of that sacred and stately edifice, with its 
spacious courts and white marble walls, resplendent 
with fine gold; the magnificent rites and ceremo- 
nies, the solemn prayers and costly sacrifices, and the 
mysterious Iloly of Holies, the Shckiimh. 

Then follows the destruction of this sacred place 
by the idolaters from Babylon, and its restoration by 
Zcrnbbabcl and Ezra, when some who bad seen the 
first bouse wept, while others shouted for joy. And 
finally, Herod’s Temple, huger and more magnificent 
than the others, which had been forty-six years in 
progress when Jesus spake in it of its final destruc- 
tion, which came with Titus and the Romans; and of 
all its precious and beautiful furniture and sacred 
vessels, there remains only a time-worn sculpture of 
the Candlestick and the crumbling Triumphal Arch 
of Titus at Rome. 

Besides those material tilings there is a long proces- 
sion of good men and women, kings, prophets, and 
priests, who frequented this place to worship, and 
held the same faith with us; whose lives are our 
example, and whose songs arc our psalms and hymns 
of praise. The dark side of the picture is stained 
with frightful idolatries, devilish wickedness, false- 
hoods, blasphemies, hypocrisies, and murders, even 
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in the midst of the most awful denunciations against 
sin in every form. 

The view is also darkened by accounts of sieges, 
families, destructions, captivities and dispersions, des- 
olations and wars unnumbered, with but a few rays 
of blessings in restorations. Uncounted millions for 
nearly two thousand years have directed towards this 
shrine their 1 lopes and prayers. This eventful his- 
tory and its present condition lead to the inquiry, 
Will the Temple ever be rebuilt? Will Jerusalem 
ever be restored? Will the twelve tribes ever be re- 
gathered ? — questions that can only be answered by 
the Great Director of human events. 

From Abraham to the present time a knowledge 
of the one true God has been the chief source of in- 
spiration, and there have been many great teachers 
who have instructed, counseled, warned, and threat- 
ened the people; always magnifying the service and 
the rewards of the true faith. Will there ever be 
another great teacher there ? 

ORIGIN. 

The name of this famous and sacred city suggests 
inquiry into its origin and history. 

The name, Jerusalem, is first found in Joshua x. 
1, 3, 5, 23. It is next called Jebus or Ua Jebusi, and 
its inhabitants Jebusites. The Greeks called it Ilicro 
Solyma (Holy City of Solomon) ; but Jerusalem has 
been the common name since Solomon’s time. 

The second son of Noah was Ilam, who begat 
Canaan, whose descendants were the Jebusites, who 
dwelt in the hill country in which Jerusalem is situa- 
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ted, and had their stronghold on Mount Zion, and, 
as there is no reliable record or tradition of its oc- 
cupation bv any other people previous to its occupa- 
tion by the Jebusites, the conclusion is very evident 
that the city was founded by them, but there exists 
no data for determining the precise time. 

“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

“'Send thou men that they may search the land of 
Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel — 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Ca- 
naan, and said unto them, “ Get you up this way south- 
ward, and go up into the mountain. 

“So they went up, and searched the land from the 
wilderness of Zin unto liehob, as men come to Ha- 
math. 

And they returned from searching of the land after 
forty days. 

And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, 
and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh ; and brought 
back word unto them, and* unto all the congregation, 
and shewed them the fruit of the land. 

And they told him, and said, Me came unto the 
land whither thou sentest ns, and surely it ilowetk 
with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. 

The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south : 
and the llittites, and the Jcbu&ite •<?, and the Amoritcs, 
dwell in the mountains: and the Canaan ites dwell by 
the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.” (A umbers xiii. 
1, 17, 21, 25, 2G, 27, 20.) 

“And the border went up by the valley of the son of 
Uinnoni unto the south side of th vJ chit Hite ; the same 
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is Jerusalem : and the border went up to the top of 
the mountain that lieth before tlie valley of Ilinnoin 
westward, wliieli is at the end of the valley of the 
giants northward : 

And the border came down to the end of the moun- 
tain that lieth before the valley of the son of Ilinnoin, 
and which is in the valley of the giants on the north, 
and descended to the valley of llinnom, to the side of 
Jebusi on the south, and descended to En-rosreL 

And Zelali, Eleph, and Jebusi , which is Jerusalem , 
Gibeath, and Kirjath; fourteen cities with their vil- 
lages. This is the inheritance of the children of Ben- 
jamin according to their families.’ 3 (Joshua, xv. S — 
xviii. 1C, 2S.) 

HISTORY. 

The first recorded siege was by Judah and Simeon 
(about 1400 n.c.). 

Xow after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that 
the children of Israel asked the Lord, saying, Who 
shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight 
against them? 

And the Lord said, Judah shall go up: behold, I 
have delivered the land into his hand. 

And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up 
with me into my lot, that we may fight against tho 
Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy 
lot. So Simeon went with him. 

And Judah went up ; and the Lord delivered the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: and 
they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men. 

ISow the children of Judah had fought against 
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Jerusalem, aiul had taken it, and smitten it with the 
edge of the sword, and set the city on lire. (Judges, 
i. 1, 2, 3, 4, S.) 

But they only took the lower city — the fortress of 
Zion and upper city being too strong for them. 

Following this was an attack by the Benjamites, 
but with no better success. 

These sieges and attacks were continued through 
the time when Israel was ruled by the judges, and the 
re.gn of Saul, and the reign of David at Hebron. 
But the Jebusites successfully resisted every attempt 
on the fortress of Zion, and thus remained practically 
masters of the city until about 1049 n.o., when 
David with an army of 280,000 men, choice warriors, 
the flower of Israel (1 Cliron., xii. 23, 39), advanced 
to the siege, and with little trouble took the lower 
city, but, as before, the citadel on Zion held out until 
the Jebusites tauntingly said to him: “ Except thou 
take away the lame and the blind thou shalt not come 
up thither” (2 Samuel, v. 0,7, S). Which reused David’s 
anger, and he proclaimed to his host, that the first who 
would climb the rocky side of the fortress and kill a 
Jebusite should be made chief captain of the host; 
upon which a crowd of warriors rushed forward to the 
attempt, but Joab’s superior agility gained him the 
day, and the citadel — the fortress of Zion — was at last 
taken. The fall of this hitherto impregnable strong- 
hold created a great sensation throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. 

David at once proceeded to fortify and secure him 
self in his important acquisition by enclosing the city 
and citadel with a strong wall. The ark was brought 



from the house of Obed-Edom, (near Kirjath-Jearim,) 
and deposited here with tlie most impressive cere- 
monies, and the city then became the religious centre 
and political capital of the country. 

Previous to this the seat of government had been 
wherever the judges or rulers had their residence ; 
their place of residence and the ark constituting the 
capital and religious centre for the time being. These 
transient capitals were successively Gilgal” Shiloh, 
Sheehem, Nob, and Gibeon. (Joshua, iv. IS, lb). 

David was succeeded by his son Solomon 101G n. c., 
whose great works were the Temple with its east wall 
and cloister, the house of the forest of Lebanon, the 
walls of Jerusalem, with large towers thereon,’ the 
gieat cisterns or sea under the temple area, the 
throne, a palace for his Egyptian wife, 40,000 stalls 
for his horses, the garden, Baalath, Beth-horon, Gezcr, 
Ilazor, Megiddo, and Tadmor. The crowning glory of 
Ins reign and adornment of the holy city was'the Tem- 
ple or House of Jehovah. The magnificence and mar- 
velous beauty of this edifice did not arise so much 
from its size as from the whiteness of its walls, the stvle 
and finish of its many columns and pillars, and lavish 
use within and without of the gold of Ophir and Par- 
vaim. (See page 341) Through the whole time that this 
Temple was in building the tranquillity of the city was 
not broken by the sound of the workman’s ax or'ham- 
mer, and the only dark shade to the picture is the fact 
of the practical reduction to bondage of the strangers 
in the land, the remnant of the Canaanite races ; one 
hundred and fifty-three thousand of whom were sent 
off to the forests of Lebanon and the quarries. Even 
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the Israelites were compelled to take place by rota 
tion at the kuiic labor. 

The addition of the qdendid Temple, Palaces, 
Walls, and Towers, together with other great improve- 
ments made in the City by King Solomon, rendered 
it at the eloae of his reign the most beautiful capital 
of the age. Its population at this time was about 
ldo.OOO. 

Kehoboam, son and successor of King Solomon, 
a-cended the throne JJ70 n.c., and reigned 17 years. 
Under his reign t he ten tribes revolted and formed 
the Kingdom of Israel, under Jeroboam, with their 
eapital at Sheehem, Jerusalem remaining the capital 
of the Kingdom of Judah. 

Rehoboani was succeeded by his son Abijam, who 
reigned o years, and was succeeded by Asa his son, 
who ascended the throne 051 n.c., and reigned 41 
years. In the eleventh year of his reign God gave 
him the victory over the vast army of the Cushite 
King Zcrali. 

Asa was succeeded by his son Jehoshaphat 014 n.c. 
His reign was distinguished bv the cleaning of the 
land from idolatry, the restoration of the divine ordi- 
nances, and provision for the religious infraction of 
the people. The great error of li is life was an entang- 
ling alliance with Aliab, whose infamous daughter 
Athalia early began to aliliet the kingdom of Judah, 
of which she was afterwards queen. Jehoshaphat 
united with Ahaziah in a commercial enterprise 
which, proving to he a failure, he declined a second 
trial : he, however, united with Jorain in a war with 
Moab, in which he was assailed by a va>t army of 
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Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, and Syrians, but 
through his faith in God lie was victorious. After a 
highly prosperous reign of 25 years, he died at the 
age of GO. 

Jorani succeeded his father, after reigning with him 
four years, then reigned four years alone ; in all 8 years. 
Unfortunately he was married to Athalia, daughter of 
Alnib and Jezebel, whose evil influence did much to 
render his reign a curse to the kingdom. He slew his 
brothers, five in number, and seized their possessions. 
He also introduced Phoenician idols and idolatry into 
Judea, by which he incurred the divine displeasure, 
which was shown by leaving him unaided under a 
revolt of the Edomites, which was successful. Ills 
kingdom was invaded by the Philistines and Arabi- 
ans, who ravaged the country, the city, and even his 
own house. Ilis reign ended 885 n.c., when he was 
succeeded by Ahaziah his son, who reigned but a short 
time — meeting his death at the hand of Jehu while 
in company with Joram, son of AJiab. After the 
premature death of Ahaziah, his mother Athalia 
ascended the throne and sought to secure herself on 
it by the murder of all the seed royal. Joash, her 
grandson, then an infant one year old, was the only 
one who escaped — being concealed by his Aunt Jeho- 
slieba. Six years afterwards the faitlif ul and fearless 
high-priest Jehoiada caused the blood-stained Athalia 
to be put to death, and crowned Joash king. The 
reign of Joash began 877 n.c. Through the faithful 
care of Jehoiada, Joash served God and prospered ; but 
after the death of his venerable friend and adviser 
he followed less wholesome counsels, idolatry re saved, 



and Zacliariah the high-priest rebuked the guilty peo- 
ple, upon which the ungrateful king caused this 
servant of God to be stoned to death. Misfortunes 
soon multiplied on his head; he was repeatedly hum- 
bled by the Syrians, and had to buy them off with the 
treasures of the Temple. A conspiracy among his 
servants cut short his life, and thus ended his reign. 

Joash was succeeded by his son Amaziah, who be- 
gan to reign S3S b.c., and reigned 29 years. Having 
established himself on his throne and punished the 
murderers of his father with death, he mustered an 
army of 300,000 men of Judah, and hired 100,000 
men of Israel for a war on Edom. At the command 
of God, he reluctantly dismissed the hired forces, 
after which the victory was given him without their 
assistance. Notwithstanding the divine aid in his be- 
half, he carried home with him the idols of Edom, 
and set them up to be his gods. For this defiance of 
Jehovah, he was threatened with destruction by a 
Prophet of the Lord— which came in a war in which 
he was defeated and humiliated. Fifteen years 
after this, a conspiracy was formed against him, upon 
which he fled to Lachish, where he was overtaken 
and slain. 

Amaziah was succeeded by Azariah — elsewhere 
Uzziah — who began to reign b.c. SOo. At first his 
reign was prosperous; but afterwards, presuming to 
offer incense in the Temple, he was smitten with 
leprosy, from which he suffered till his death. 

Jotham, 6on of Azariah, succeeded to the throne 7.>G 
b.c. No event of importance transpired during bis 
reign — which was wise and prosperous, lie was sue 


ceeded by his son Ahaz, who ascended the throne 742 
B.C., and reigned 10 years.. He was noted for his 
idolatry and contempt of God. He made his children 
pass through the fire to idols ; he altered the Temple 
to the Syrian model, and afterwards closed it alto- 
gether. In punishment for this defiance of Jehovah, 
he was defeated in battle with Pelv ah and Rezin ; the 
Edomites revolted, and his borders were harassed by 
the Philistines. Turning still more away from God, 
in his distress he sought aid from Pul, king of As- 
syria, which fatal step made him tributary to Pul and 
his successor Tiglath-Pileser. Aliaz died at the age of 
36, and was refused burial with his ancestors the 
Kings. 

Ilezekiah, son of Aliaz, succeeded to the throne and 
began his reign about 726 n.c. His reign is memor- 
able for his efforts to restore the worship of the true 
God. In the fourteenth year of his reign, the king 
of Assyria marched against Jerusalem, and sent an 
insulting and blasphemous message, demanding the 
surrender of the city, which being communicated to 
Ilezekiah, he repaired to the Temple and there im- 
plored divine aid against the presumptuous invader, 
in response to which the Lord sent an angel that 
night who smote and destroyed the Assyrians — 
1S5,000 men— who were found corpses in the 
morning. 

“Now in the fourteenth year of king Ilezekiah did 
Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the 
fenced cities of Judah, and took them. 

And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris 
and Rab-shakeh from Lachisli to king Ilezekiah with 
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a great host against Jerusalem : and they went up and 
came to Jerusalem. And when they were come up. 
they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, 
which is in the highway of the fuller’s field. 

And when they had called to the king, there came 
out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was 
over the household, and Sliebna the scribe, and Joah 
the son of Asaph the recorder. 

And Bab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to 
riezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of 
Assyria, AVhat confidence is this wherein thou trust- 
est ? 

“And it came to pass that night, that the angel of 
the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five thousand : 
and when they arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses.” (2 Kings, 17, IS, 19 — 
xix. 35.) 

Ilezekiah died GO 7 n.c. and was succeeded by Ma- 
nasseh, who began to reign when he was twelve years 
old, and reigned 55 years. The commencement of 
his reign was noted for his shocking idolatries, cru- 
elty, and tyranny, for which God suffered him to 
be carried a prisoner to Babylon in the twenty- 
second year of his reign, by Esar-II addon, king of 
Assyria. Here, however, he so humbled himself, that 
God moved the Assyrians to restore him to his throne 
as a tributary ; and thenceforth, he set himself to 
undo the great evil he had done. He abolished the 
worship of idols and repaired the defences of the city, 
enclosing with a wall more space at the west, and 
Opliel on the south-east, and after a long reign he died 
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in peace, and was buried in Jerusalem. Manasseh 
was succeeded by Amrai, who began to reign at the 
a ,, c of 22, 642 n.c. II is servants conspired against 
him and slew him in his own house ; but the people 
killed the conspirators and established his son Josiah 
on the throne, who commenced to reign 640 b.c. 
lie set himself at once to work to destroy every 
vestige of idolatry out of the land. lie defiled the 
altars of the idols at Bethel by burning upon them 
the bones of their deceased priests ; as had been fore- 
told more than three centuries before (1 Kings, xiii. 
2). The Temple was cleansed and repaired at liis 
command, and it was while doing this that the priest 
found the Temple copy of the law ; perhaps the orig- 
inal copy from Moses’ own hand. Pliarao-Nocho, 
marching to attack the king of Assyria, passed across 
the territory of Josiah, who, in an attempt to stop him, 
gave him battle, in which he lost his life, G09 b.c. 
Josiah was succeeded by Jehoahaz, who reigned only 
about three months, when he was deposed by the 
king of Egypt. 

Jelioiakim, second son of Josiah, succeeded Jehoa- 
haz on the throne, and began to reign about. 609 b.c. 
In the third year of his reign Nebuchadnezzar took the 
city and carried to Babylon a part of his princes and 
treasures. A year after this his allies the Egyptians 
were defeated on the Euphrates, yet he despised the 
warnings of Jeremiah and cast his book into the fire. 

C3 _ _ 

At length lie rebelled against ISebnehadnezzar, and 
was defeated and slain. Jehoiachin, son of Jelio- 
iakim, succeeded to the throne 599 b.c. After 
reigning three months, he was carried captive to 
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Babylon, where lie remained imprisoned 30 years, 
but was then released and treated with favor by Evil 
Merodach. 

Zedekiah. — Mlien Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem 
and carried Jehoiachin away captive, he put in his 
place Mattaniah, whose name he changed to Zede- 
kiah, and made him swear that he would maintain 
fidelity to him. Yet in the ninth year of his reign 
he revolted and applied to Pharaoh-hophra for assis- 
tance. Upon this Nebuchadnezzar marched to Jeru- 
salem, and after a siege of a year and a half took the 
city 5SS n. c. Entrance was gained at midnight 
when the city was wrapped in the pitchy darkness 
characteristic of an eastern town, and nothing was 
known by the Jews of what had happened till the 
generals of the invading army entered the Temple 
and took seats in the middle court. Then the 


alarm was given, when Zedekiah hastily collected 
his remaining warriors and stole out of the city 
by a gate at the south side — near the present Bab- 
el-Mugharibeh, crossed the Kidron above the royal 
gardens, and made his way over Mount Olivet 
to the Jordan valley; but the Chaldeans pur- 
sued and overtook them on the plains of Jericho, 
Zedekiah was taken and carried to Nebuchadnezzar, 
then at Ttiblali in Syria, who reproached him with his 
perfidy, ordered his children to be slain before his 
face, and his eyes to be put out; and then loading him 
with chains of brass, ordered him to be sent to Baby- 
lon. — (See Babylonish captivity, page 303.) 

Meantime the wretched inhabitants suffered all the 
horrors of assault and sack; the men were slaughtered, 
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old and young, prince and peasant ; and the women 
violated in lit Zion itself. On the 7th day of the 
following month Nebuzaradan arrived, collected the 
captives and booty, and on the tenth the temple, the 
royal palace, and all the more important buildings of 
the city were set on lire, and the walls thrown down 
and left as heaps of rubbish. This destruction of the 
city and deportation left the land nearly deserted. 

The subsequent history of Jerusalem may be epi- 
tomized as follows : — About 332 b.c. it was taken by 
Alexander of Macedon. Shortly after his death 
Ptolemy Lagus, of Egypt, took it by assault on the 
Sabbath, when it is said the Jews scrupled to fight. 
109 n. c., Scopus, an Egyptian general, recovered 
Judea to the King of Egypt. 170 b. c., it was taken 
by Antioclms Epiphanes, who razed its walls, set up 
an image of Jupiter in the Temple, and used every 
means to force the people into idolatry. Under the 
Maccabees the Jews again recovered their independ- 
ence 1G5 b. c. About 100 years later it was con- 
quered by the Romans, and Herod the Great ex- 
pended vast sums in its embellishment. 

a. d. 03, the Jews renounced their allegiance to 
Vespasian, upon which hostilities at once began. 
The insurgents held the Temple and lower city. In 
the Castle of Antonia was a small Roman garrison. 
Fierce contests lasted for several days, each side en- 
deavoring to gain possession of the part held by the 
other. At last the insurgents became masters of the 
city and Temple. Ccstius Gallus, then encamped on 
Scop as, advanced on the city and for six days as- 
saulted the walls, but without success. lie then drew 


off to his camp. Thither the insurgents followed 
him, and in three days gave him one of the most com- 
plete defeats ever undergone by a Tinman army. 

The Jews then repaired the walls of the city and 
made <jreat preparation? for its defense against another 
expected attempt by the Tinmans — which was soon 
made by Titus, who arrived and encamped on Scopas 
and Mount Olivet, and commenced the siege. April 
the 15th the first breach was made in the walls. J mie 
the 11th the Tower of Antonia was taken. July the 
15th a soldier wantonly and without orders set fire 
to the Temple, which was destroyed except the edi- 
fice of the Sanctuary. September the lltli the city 
was taken, and its destruction completed, except the 
three great towers — llippicns, Phasaclus, and Mari- 
j amne, which were left standing as memorials of the 
i massive nature of the fortifications. 

A.D. 135, Adrian banished the Jews and planted a 
Roman colony there. lie also consecrated the city to 
heathen deities, so as to defile it as much as possible, 
and did what lie could to obliterate all traces both of 
Judaism and Christianity. 

About a.d. 3 20, Helena, the mother of Constantine, 
built two churches in Bethlehem and on Mount 
Olivet. Julian endeavored to rebuild the Temple, 
a. d. 303, but his design was frustrated, as contempo 
raneons writers relate, by an earthquake and by balls 
of fire bursting among the workmen. 

a.d. 013 Jerusalem was taken by Chosroes, king 
of Persia, who slew 00,o00 men, and demolished the 
buildings and objects venerated by the Christians. In 
G27 lleraclius defeated Chosroes, and Jerusalem was 
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recovered bv the Greeks. 037 it was taken bv 
Omar, the second of the Kalifs, and thus passed un- 
der Mohammedan rule. The Mosque of Omar on the 
Temple site was built by this Mohammedan Kalif. 
From this time Jerusalem continued under the Kalifs 
of Bagdad, till >ds, when it was taken by Ahmed a 
Turkish sovereign of Egypt. From this till 1099 it 
was ruled alternately by Turk and Saracen. At this 
latter period it was taken by the crusaders under God- 
frey Bouillon, who was elected king. lie was succeeded 
by his brother Baldwin, who died in 111S. In 11S7 
Saladin, Sultan of the East, took the city. In 1242 it 
was restored to the Latin princes by Saleh Ismail, 
Emir of Damascus. In 1291 it was taken by the Sul- 
tans of Egypt, who held it until 13 S2. Selim, Sul- 
tan of Turkey, made conquest of Egypt, Syria and 
Jerusalem in 1517, and his son Solyman reconstructed 
the walls of the city, as now seen, in 1534. Since 
this time, with the exception of the 2 years it was 
held by Ibrahim Pasha of Egypt, and two years by 
the Fellakin, it has remained subject to Turkey, ft 
is now included in the pashalic of Damascus, but 
with a resident Turkish governor. 

Altogether, Jerusalem presents a history unex- 
ampled in the number of its sieges and other tragical 
events. It has greatly declined from its former size 
and splendor, and has now a population of only 20,000. 
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CHAPTER IL 

A SKETCH OF THE TOPOGRAPHY OK T11E CITY AND 
ADJOINING COUNTRY. 

Jerusalem — Valley of J dioshaphat—IIi nnom — Tyrop<mn— 

Walls — Gates — David Street — Via Dolorosa — J fount 

Zion . 

To render the situation and description of the 
points of interest intelligible to those who are not 
familiar with the subject, a slight sketch of the to 
pography of the city and adjoining country will be 
necessary. 

Jerusalem is situated on the summit of the ridge 
which extends through Palestine from north to south ; 
the only approach to the city being by wild moun- 
tain roads. The spur or plateau on which the city i- 
built has a general slant to the south-east, and in iv- 
erage height above the Mediterranean is 2,475 feet. 

This plateau is of tertiary limestone, the upper Ik <h 
of which are a hard, compact stone called by the 
Arabs “Mezzeli,” while the lower consists of a s*>ft 
white stone called “ Mclckeh.” It was in this lattei 
that most of the ancient tombs and cisterns were cut. 
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The city is nearly surrounded by two ravines or 
valleys : Jcho.diaphat on the east, and llinnoui on tho 
west and south. 


Tin: VALLEY OF JKI10S1IATHAT 

commences well around to the north of the city, and 
at first its course is nearly cast fora mile and a half; 
it then makes a sharp bend to the south, which course 
it follows to En Rogel, a deep well a short distance 
below the city. From this point it winds its way 
through the wild hilly country of Judea, twelvo 
miles to the Dead Sea. Through this valley runs 
the brook Kedron. 


Till: VALLEY OF 11IXX0M 

commences west of the city, and its course is at first 
south-east to nearly opposite Jaffa gate, where it bends 
to the south, which course it follows to a short distance 
below the lower pool of (lihon ; at this point it makes 
a sharp bend to the east, and, passing the south end 
of the city, joins the valley of Jehoshaphat at En 
1 logoi. Doth of these valleys arc at first very shallow, 
mere depressions in the ground, hut after changing 
their courses, the llinnom to the cast, and Jchosha- 
phat to t lie south, they fall and deepen more rap- 
idly, so that at En Kogel they are six hundred and 
F(‘\enty feet lower than at their starting points. 
Between the valley of Jlinnoni and Jehoshaphat 
♦lu*ie is another ravine. 
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THE TYROI’CEON, V\LLISY OF THE Clll ESI* .MoN(,l. 

commences near the Damascus gate, mid riu:nin«^ 
nearly south, joins the Jchoshaphat at Sih.mn. 
This ravine divides the plateau on which the city 
stands into two unequal halves, the western spin 
being one hundred and twenty feet higher than the 
eastern; on the latter — ■Mount Moriah— once stood tie* 
temples of Solomon, Zerubbabcl, and Herod. On the 
western was the upper city of Josephus, and here al o 
stood the three great towers — llippieus, Phasjtdus, and 
JVIariamne. The sides of these valleys are now en- 
cumbered with much rubbish, still they are sufficient! v 
steep to be difficult of access, so that in ancient times 
they must have afforded a strong natural defence f<»r 
the south, west, and east sides of the city, and this it 
was which gave the Jebusites such assurance when 
they said to David, “Thou wilt not come up hither; 
the blind and the lame shall drive thee back.” * 

The original city was built on Zion, and was sur- 
rounded by a strong wall, and as the city was enlarged 
a second wall was built; afterwards a third. The 
city is not near as large now as at the time of Chri-t, 
being only about two and a half miles in circumfer- 
ence. The present wall is very stmngly built, i M 
thickness being from twelve to fifteen feet, and it' 3 
height varying from thirty to seventy feet, according 
to the inequalities of the surface of the ground. 

* Rendering in the Gennan version. 
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There arc five pates now in use: the Damascus 
irate on the north, St. Stephen pate on the east, the 
Sun and Dung pates on the south, and the Jaffa* pate 
on the west. 

There are also five ancient pates, now closed, viz. : 
the Bab Azzahirc on the north, the Golden pate on 
the east side of the Temple area, and the Single, 
Double, f and Triple gates on the south side. 

DAVIT) STREET 

runs from Jaffa gate on the west to the Temple 
area on the east; Dolorosa runs from St. Stephen 
gate on the east to the Church of the lloly Sepulchre. 
North and west of David street is the Christian quar- 
ter of the city; near the centre of this quarter, at 
the west end of Dolorosa, is the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre ; south of this is Zion. Zion pate, and the 
lepers’ huts. South of this is David's resting-place, 
or tomb of David. North of the Temple area is a 
hill which is doubtless the Bezetha of Josephus. It 
is now occupied by Moslem houses, a convent built 
by the Occurs dc Sion, and the British, Prussian, and 
Austrian consulates. 

MOUNT ZION. 

Mount Zion is in the south-western part of the city, 
[t is bounded on the west and south by the valley of 


* Ancient Joppa, now Jaffa gate. 

| Tlu; ancient South gate of the Temple. 
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Ilinnom, aiul on the east by the Tyropfemi. l'n>m tin* 
valley of Ilinnom the sides anciently rose up in *te< p 
rocky precipices, but the ruins from the mum <1 
structions of the city have been tumbled into tlie 
valleys so as to cover up, in many places, the preri 
ces, and entirely obliterate all traces of the « »riirii al 
brow of the hill. This is especially the case with tl e 
Tyropaxm valley, which is now so tilled with the ;n 
cumulations of ruins, that opposite to Jlount Zion it 
has hardly the appearance of a valley; even on the top 
of the hill, where a few years since the English church 
was built, nearly fifty feet of rubbish was dug through 
before the original soil was reached. 

The southern brow of Zion is bold and prominent, 
and at the southwest corner of the eitv it is oik* hun- 
dred and fifty feet above the valley, and on the south 
three hundred. 

Upon this mount the original city was built. Here 
was the stronghold of the Jebusites, which was cap- 
tured by David, and here was the palace of the king- 
of Israel. But now how changed ! On ground < lice 
thickly covered with public edifices and dwellings 
among mounds of ruins, large patches of barley 
and wheat may be seen growing. “Therefore si ill 
Zion, for your sake, be ploughed as a field, and 
Jerusalem become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of the forests." (Weah iii. 
12 .) 

Several valleys begin north and wot of the city, 
and wind south and west to the sea, the large -t < f 
which is Wady Beit Ilanina, continued in Wady 
Surar. The mountains round about Jerusalem are 
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lii<rlier than the city on every side ; so it is necessary 
to go up to the city from any direction. 

The names and localities of the several hills are 
plainly given on the engraving.* The walls of the 
modern city are indicated by the heavy black line. 
The more ancient walls are shown by dots and marks 
arranged and named on the engraving. 

O CP O 

In the Bible and Josephus there are given the 
names of the gates, towers, and notable edifices, 
the sites of which are laid down on the plan in 
accordance with the reports of the latest ordnance 
surveys and explorations. 

* Jerusalem and its ruins — See first part of the Book. 




OBJECTS, AND PLACES OF INTEREST. 

Ancient Pottery — Lamps— Knives and other /A //< 
— Zion Bridge — Ancient Castle of David — Cat, s 
of the City — Pools — Fountains — Valley of .ft- 
hoshaphat — Village of Siloam — Ancient Tomb* 
and Vaults Valley of Ilinnom — A. celda in a the 
Field of Blood. 


In the description of the Subterranean Quarry a cut 
of a lamp is given showing how the quarry was lighted 
while the men were at work. It will be interesting 
to notice some of the many forms of lamps, with their 
singular marks and inscriptions, that have been found 
among the rubbish in the various excavations undet 
Jerusalem, in cisterns or sewers, where they ha\ e been 
accidentally dropped, or in chambers where tiny 
were left when the rooms were abandoned. X< 
all of those found are broken, a few only b«*ii u 
whole, which had been lost, perhaps. Many of the 
objects found in the rubbish were the work of Greek?* 
or Romans, and may have been imported from Kun pc. 
But there are also specimens of Bluenician or 1 Iebrew 
workmanship, especially the most ancient article- 
which were found in the deepest places, apparenth 
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where they had lain undisturbed since the time ot 
Solomon. 

Of the earthenware and terra-cotta there are five 
classes of objects among those discovered. 

1. Ancient Hebrew and Phoenician. 

2. Greek or made by Greek colonies. 

3. Roman or their colonies. 

4. Christian, of the early ages. 

5. Arabic, middle age and modern. 

Of the first there are a large number of fragments, 
! the most interesting of which are vase handles with 
curious devices stamped on the clay before it was 
burned in the kiln. Some of these were found at a 
l depth of sixty-three feet below the present surface, 
j There is on nearly every one a figure of Paal with 
letters above and below it, signifying that the 

( maker had the royal license of manufacture. Some 
of these have a cross, as the potter’s mark. There 
was a royal guild of potters in Jerusalem, as mention- 
ed in Chron. iv. 23. 

Two of the Greek specimens are of the most 
ancient and curious make ; they are round lamps with 
four lips or places for wicks. These lamps were 
found in a cave on Mount Olivet. Others of this 
pattern have been found on the Island of Cyprus, 
and in Malta and other Greek localities. The caves 
j of Olivet have furnished many specimens of vases, 
dishes, and lamps of various patterns and of different 
workmanship, Greek, Roman, and later. One of 
these is saucer-shaped, ten indies across, and lias 
three legs, each perforated, forming rings by which 
the article was hung up when not in use. Some of 
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Ancient Knives, Lamps, 
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the Greek articles were of yellow ware ornament 1 
with red patterns in the true Greek style. Simi- 
lar jugs and vases may now be seen in use among tlm 
Arab Ivabyles in Algeria. One piece of the upper 
part of a jug was ornamented in imitation of a girl 
with a shawl thrown over her shoulders figured in a 
Grecian pattern and very skilfully executed. 

Six different vases were found whole or broken, of 
precisely similar patterns and ornaments to some that 
were found in Egypt. They are of a very hard black 
substance and coated with a crimson glaze. Khe are 
shaped like a cedar cone, but ribbed in sections 
besides the seed markings. 

Third. — Fragments of several kinds of pottery of 
Roman work were found in different places, sonic 
of which were very beautiful, and bore inscriptions. 
The Romans used pottery to a great extent, and alwn\ s 
left fragments of broken ware wherever they camped, 
and some interesting specimens have been found in 
Jericho and other places in Palestine. 

Fourth. — Among the articles of the Christian period 
there are a great number of lamps, nearly all of 
which are rendered interesting by the inscriptions 
inscribed on them, or from the locality where they 
were discovered. Judging from the material a 1 
style of lamps the early Christians were very poor and 
also very devout. The devices stamped on them an 
various, and include the cross in many stales the 
seven-branclied-candlestick, formed after that which 
lighted the Holy Place in Solomon's Temple, and 
emblematical of Christ the light of the World; the 
palm branch suggested by the passage in IValnn 
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xeii., and St. John's Gospel, xii. 13, and in Re vela- 
tion ii. 9. Nearly all of these lamps are pear-shap- 
ed, and ornamented around the edge of the top 
only. (See Xo. S.) The round lamp (see Xo. 7) 
is of Greek workmanship, and is ornamented. 
Inscriptions are found on some of them, one of 
which reads P II 0 S’ <fxoi Christ us (xs), phenipacin 
&EXHIAKIN , and may be translated “Christ the 
light of all,*’ or “the light of Christ shines out.” 
Another has the legend 1X0. Jesus Christ God, or 
it may be the Symbol of the fish icthus meaning 
Christ — in Greek also Jesus Christ Saviour. 

Fifth. — The Arabic pottery is interesting from its 
material and designs. One pattern has a design 
painted on it, in blue and black lines, and is similar 
to specimens found in Egypt. Some of them have 
inscriptions in the peculiar Coptic letter, and probably 
date as far back as the age of Ilaroun al Pasehid. 
The wall tiles of the Mosque of the Sakkara at Jerma- 
lem are of similar materials, and also those of the 
Great Mosque at Damascus, where they are orna- 
mented with a pattern in blue lines on a pale green 
ground. 

The articles of glass that have been found are 
highly interesting as antiquities, as they prove the use 
of the material in ancient times. One of the glass 
vessels found is double, and was doubtless an 
ink-holder. It had three handles, one on each side, 
and one on the to]), the last having been broken 
(see Xo. G) ; the color is a pale green, ornamented 
with circular and zigzag lines of a dark blue tint, re- 
lieved by a darker blue. The large glass lamp, with 









ft wide open top, lms throe handles for puspondu * 
eh a ins, and is of a pale give n color. The old (np?j<* 
Convents in Egypt are lighted to tin's day l>v similar 
lamps, some of which have inscriptions in the (Y»ptie 
language selected from the New Testament. 

Objects in bronze, copper, and stone 
numerous, and highly interestin'' 


as specimens of 


ancient workmanship, ami as showing some of the 
tools and implements in use at the time of the two 
Ilirams. 

THE ECCE HOMO A KCII. 

This arch is over the Via Dolorosa opposite the Gov- 
ernor's house, and is traditionally said to bear the verv 
chamber and window from which Jesus was shown 
to the people by Pilate when lie said “ Pehold the 
ilan” (eece homo). 

This Arch spans the principal street of the city, be- 
ing the one that leads from St. Stephen’s Gate on the 
east to the Joppa Gate on the west, along which thou- 
sands of pilgrims from different countries pa-s in all 
sorts of garb and every variety of style, on foot, on 
donkeys, camels and horses. Some loaded with baj 
gage, others with hooks or relics, and, mingling with 
these, the natives in equally varied costume and con- 
dition carrying fruit, water-jars, and children. No 
greater picture of confusion could be imairined tit ir 
is seen in Jerusalem about the time of lvotcr run 
year, when nearly every nation under the >unh re] rr 
sen ted by pilgrims of every degree, from the wculthx 
nabob on horseback to the poor and lame hobbling 
it >ot. 
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TIIK ACACIA -TUKK. 



The Aencia Seval is one of the most beautiful ever- 
greens of Palestine. It is often found growing in the 
dry bed <>f some extinct brook where all otlier trees 
have died out. The wood is line-drained and hard, of a 
brown color. The leaves are small and ] annulate, 
and its blossoms are little tufts of yellow fiber-like 
hair; the seeds are in pods. 

The largest acacias in Palestine arc those crowing 

c a 

near the fountains of Engcdi, on the west shore of 
the Dead Sea ; several of which are from six to eight 
feet in diameter. They are found growing all along 
the course of the Jordan south of the Sea of Galilee. 

The gum-arabic of commerce and medicine is pro- 
duced by this tree spontaneously and from incisions 
in the bark. The Arabs use it for food in time of 
scarcity. Camels eat its thorny foliage. Its use by 
the fraternity is well known, and refers to it as an 
evergreen, and therefore a very appropriate emblem 
of life beyond the grave. 
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Sprig of Acacia. 













ZION BRIDGE. — NO. 52. 

This bridge crossed the Tyropmon Valiev, eon 
netting Mount Zion with Mount Moriah. There 
is but little remaining of this ancient strnehm 
except oil the Moriah side, where it united with the 
Temple wall ; here a portion of one of the arch** 
still remains. This is doubtless the bridge mentioned 
by Josephus, the construction of which is ascribed to 
Solomon. 


THE ANCIENT CASTLE OF DAVID. 

The large space just inside of the Jaffa Gate, to 
the south, where are seen the numbers 3, 5, 44, 4S, and 
51, is the area once occupied by the ancient Gastle of 
David, Fort and Castle of Zion, and other works of 
defence. But little now remains to he seen of them 
except the Tower of David, No. 3, and the Citadel, 
No. 5. 

The Citadel, or Castle of David (No. 5), near the 
Jaffa gate, is remarkable for its great strength and 
venerable antiquity. The lower part of it is built of 
massive stones, from nine to thirteen feet in length, 
and from three to four feet thick. Their Jewi.Ji 
origin is indicated by the deep bevel round the 
edges. The height of the tower above the present 
level of the fosse is forty feet. It is built solid, and 
recent excavations show that for a considerable 
height above the foundation it is formed of the 
natural rock, hewn into shape and faced with stones. 
This is one of the towers saved bv Titus as a memo- 
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rial of the almost impregnable strength of the city 
he had captured. 

Xo. — The Stairs of David are a flight of steps 
cut in the native rock near the Si loam pool. (See 
Xehemiah xii. 37.) 

THE JAFFA GATE. — (ANCIENT JOITA GATE.) 


This is the entrance to the city from the east. 
From this gate roads lead to Bethlehem, Hebron, 
Gaza, and Jaffa. A little to the right of this gate 
on the outside, are heaps of ancient ruins ; but what 
buildings once stood here none can now tell. 


TUE DAMASCUS GATE. 

The entrance to the city from the north is through 
this gate. From this gate roads lead to ilt. Tabor, 
the Sea of Galilee, Damascus, and Palmyra, in the 
interior ; and Tyre and Sidon on the coast, 

ST. STEPHEN GATE. 

This gate is on the east side of the city, a short 
distance north of the Temple area. From this gate 
roads lead to Bethany, Bethphage, Jericho, Gilgal, 
and the Fiver Jordan. 

THE LEPERS 1 IIUTS. 



Lepers are seen around Jerusalem now as in the 
ancient time. They are mostly found at the Zion 
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The Castle of David. 



David Mosk, and Tomli 



Gate, where they have their lints or dwelling;. Tin t* 
miserable creatures intermarry ami lm\c children, 
thus transmitting and perpetuating their loath <>uw 
and mysterious disease. 


WATER SUPPLY. 

Since the diief supply used in the Temple area j« 
now derived from Solomon’s Pools, as it wn< in his 
day and doubtless lias been ever since, with verv few 
intermissions, as at sieges, etc., it will be interesting 
to gi\e a short account of these poop. Tliev art 
situated at Kthani, eight miles from tlm eitv, south- 
west of Bethlehem. 

The Sealed Fountain (mentioned in Cantirles iv. 
12) is a few rods above the pools, and is 30 f t < *t 
under ground, in a rock-hewn room, containing \ 
line copious fountain, and an entrance room arched 
over and roughly walled — the work of Solomon. 
This is the main source of supply for the pools. 

The water first flows into the upper pool <0^0 ]> v 
23G feet, and 25 feet deep); and then from that loo 
feet to the second (423 by 250 feet, and 3D deep) ; and 
then 24S feet farther to the third (5s2 by L'o7 feet, 
and 50 dee])), and from the last pool the water is 
conveyed by an aqueduct to Jerusalem. 

All of these pools arc built of large hewed stones, 
and are well lined with cement, with a rocky bottom 
in terraces. Broad flights of steps lead down into 
them. There are rooms under the lower pool, at its 
lower end, having walls and arches similar to tlmso 
at the Sealed Fountain. These arches are in a * *d 
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Ptateof preservation, key-stones ami all, and are good 
n\ idences of the antiquity of the whole. 

The aqueduct is made <>f cylinders of red pottery 
from 1'2 to Id inches long by 5 to 10 inches in diame- 
ter. cemented and covered with earth over two ieet. 
There are sexcral places provided with stone open 
mouths, where the water can be dipped out. The 
vallcv of llinnom is passed above the pool of Gilion 
on 10 arches (which are now almost covered with 
rubbish), and winding around Zion reaches the great 
pool at Jerusalem. (See Engv**) The water-supply 
of the city is not very abundant nor of a \ery good 
quality, but anciently, before Ile/.ckiah stopped the 
great fountains in Gilion, and when even the pn'sent 
sources were better eared for, there must have been 
plenty of good water. Nearly every house has now 
(me or more cisterns for holding rain or spring 
water. 

THE 1’C‘oL OF SI LOAM. 

This is one of the most noted fountains about Jeru- 
salem. The Saviour, having anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with a mixture of dust and spittle, said : 
4 * Go wash in the pool of Siloam, ’ and he went and 
washed. u and came seeing.’’ Above this pool is the 
fun o iain of Sdoani or I t rfjin Jon jtluoi , irom which 
the water ilows to the pool of Siloam through a sub- 
terranean passage 1,7.V> feet in length, ehisrlUd by 
tin huixl of man throwjh thr solid rod: oj (Jjthcl! 
At the upper cud of ibis pool is an old arched stair- 
wav, now tumbling into ruins, by which a descent 
* Knprrivintf in ^ref pnrt of the Hook. 
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san be made to the mouth of the subterranean >, :M 
sage through which the water enters. Six um-iVnt 
Jillais of Jerusalem marble are embed, led i„ u ,,„ r . 
tion of the eastern wall of the pool, whirl,, in 
ncction with others that have now disappeared once 
supported a roof over the pool. 

the upper pool of gimon. 

This pool is in the centre of the basin which e„„ 
s itntes the head of the valley of Hinnom, and i* 
about 12, rods from the Jaffa Gate. It is air, feet 
long 20S feet wide, and 20 feet deep. This 

supplies the llczekiah pool, just inside of the Jaffa 
Gate. 


TUE LOWER POOL OF GIIIOX 

Is ill the valley, nearly opposite the southwest amdc 
of the city, and about 23 rods below the Jaffa Gme 
It is 000 feet long, 200 feet broad, and 40 feet deep. 
These two pools are capable of holding water f,. r 
many thousands of people. There are several , t ,V,s 
of them in the Bible. The Pro] diet Isaiah was 
manded by God to go forth and meet A liar, “at the 
end of the conduit of the upper pool in the hHiwav 
in the Fullers’ Field.” 

At the same place IJabshakc-h stood when he 
delivered the royal message of his imperious master, 
the king of Assyria, to the messengers of llczekiah 
(See Isa. vii. 30 and 37 .) 
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This is a large well, south of the Pool of Siloain 
at the junction of the two valleys, Jeho>hnphat and 
llinnom. It is 125 feet deep, and strongly walled 
with large stones. This wall terminates in an arch at 
the top, the whole bearing evidence of great antiquity. 
This well is still a place of great resort, as the watei 
is better than most of the water about the city. A 
large ilat stone with a circular hole in the centre 
constitutes the mouth of the well. The water is 
still drawn, as in ancient times, in leathern buckets 
and earthen jars attached to ropes; deep creases arc 
worn into the edge of the aperture through the cap- 
stone, where these ropes have for many centuries 
been drawn up. 

TJ!K VI UG IN FOUNTAIN. 

This fountain is a largo, dec]), artificial cavity in 
the hill-side, cut entirely in the solid rock. It is 
reached by a broad stone stairway of 20 steps. The 
water is about 2a feet below the entrance on the 
bill-side, and some 10 or 15 feet below the bottom 
of the valley. The water is contained in a basin 15 
feet long by from 5 to G broad, and 7 feet dee]). 
The usual depth of the water is about 3 feet, tho 
bottom of the ha-in being covered with pebbles, an 
accumulation of dirt, and rubbish. It is said by 
some to get the name, “ Fountain of the Virgin,” 
from the fact that these waters were considered a 
mviiid test for women aeru.-od <»f incontinence. If 
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innocent, they drank it* without injury; if guilty 
they immediately fell down dead ! When the Virgin 
Mary was accused she submitted to the ordeal, and 
thus established her innocence. 

NO. 4. — THE IIEZEKIAII I’OOI. 

Is in the city, near the Jaffa Gate, and is 2*10 feet 
long by 144 feet wide. Its bottom is formed of the 
natural rock, levelled and cemented. This pool sup- 
plies several large baths with water. 

Near the Cotton Bazar is the Well of Healing, ST* 
feet deep, through rock. There are several cham- 
bers and passages connected with this well, who-o 
uses are unknown. 

The Pool of Betitesda (Moat of Antonia) is 305 feet 
long, 131 wide, with a branch at the south-west corner 
142 feet long and 45 wide. The north half of it i* 
walled over by foundations for houses, and built 
upon. The Mekiiemeu Pool is under ground near 
the Wailing Place, and is S4 feet by 42, built against 
the Temple area wall, arched over hut not now used. 
The Batii of Batiisiieua was near the .Jaffa Gate, 
north, is 120 feet long by 50 wide, and 20 deep; — 
now filled up with rubbish. Helena’s Cistern, neai 
the Coptic Convent, is GO feet long by 30 wide, and 
is supplied with good water the year round 







CHAPTER IV. 

PLACES OF INTEREST NEAR THE CITY. 

The Valley of Jehoshaphat — of JUnnojn -Aceldama 
— Mount of Offence — Ancient Sepal eh /v ,s* — A > / 
Bulge — Mount of Olives — The Baud ovtr x chi h 
Christ rocle into Jerusalem . 


TOE VALLEY OF JEIIOSIIxYPn AT. 

From the head of this valley, on the north of tin 
city, to St. Stephen Gate, its fall is about nnehtmdr 1 
feet, and its width at this point is nearly four hun- 
dred feet. Across the valley, a little below thi». i- 1 ] ( 
Garden of Gethsemane. A little lower down tl 
valley begins to deepen rapidly, the hills ri-ii* _r in 
steep precipices on both sides. Passing the Fountain 
of Siloam the valley again widens ; and h< iv n 
found pleasant gardens and cultivated terras A 
short distance from, and in strange contract to. tl 
are “Tophet and Black Gvhenna, called the t jc 
of Hell. ?> Jehoshaphat might properly he calh 1 tl o 
Valley of Sepulchres. On its we>t side, just nndt r 
the wall of the Temple area, the .Mohammedans ha\e 
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,i cemetery, where thousands of tlieir singular-look- |i 
ing t« »m 1 mav be >een. On t lie opposite side of the 
Millev is tl io Jewish cemetery, the "rent silent city 
of their dead. Here generation after generation, 
since the days of David and Solomon, have been 
gathered unto their fathers. For thousands of years 
the Jewish dead have been interred here ; the dust | 
of the children mingling with the ashes of their fore- ( 
fathers, until a large portion of the east bank of the 
valley and far up the side of the Mount of Olives is 
covered with the tombs of the countless descendants j 
of Abraham, ■ — the dying Jew still craving it as one 
of the greatest privileges to be interred here. For 
here they believe the coining Messiah will stand in the 
resurrection. In the bottom of this valley is the bed of 
the Crook Kedron, which is now dry for a considerable > 
distance below the city, except in the rainy season. 

no. 0-t. — vili.aoi: or silo am. 

The modern village of Siloam is nearly opposite i 
t lie Fountain of the Virgin, on the eastern hank of the i 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. The steep declivity on 
which it stands is covered with ancient tombs. 

It is a wretched place, containing about seventy ! 
dwellings, formed by dispossessing the dead of tbeii 
tombs, walling lip the fronts, and transforming them 
into abodes for the living. Their interiors present a 
gloom v and filthy appearance ; human hones still 
remaining in many of them. The appearance of the 
inhabitants is in keeping with their miserable dwell- 
ings ; and their reputation for rudeness and lawless- | 
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Ancient Tombs and Vnults. 
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nos? is such that the prudent traveler gives the place 
a wide birth after nightfall. 

ANCIENT TOMHS. 

Just above this village in the side of the hill are 
many tombs and vaults. 

Among them are those of Zaehens, Absalom, and 
the cave of St. James. 

The tomb of Zachcas is cut in the rock, and there 
was in front of it four Doric columns supporting a 
cornice and a pyramidal roof (IS feet high over all . 
The cave of St. James is ornamented with a port’ > 
in front, having four columns cut from the nnti\«* 
rock. Tradition says that James, the brother of 
Jesus, retired to this cave after the Crucifixion. 

The tomb of Absalom is the most noted of tin » 
valley tombs, and is also cnt from the solid roek. 
The dome on the roof is peculiar, terminating in a 
foliated tuft. The Mohammedans have idealized thi> 
into a monument of the hateful ingratitude < >f Al> i 
lorn, whose example is held up as a fearful warning 
to all disobedient sons; therefore every passer-by 
is supposed to cast a stone at it with appropriate mal 
edictions. 

The whole vicinity is occupied by graves which aro 
covered with flat stones inscribed in Hebrew or Am 
bic. 

THE VALLEY OF 11IXNOM. 

Opposite Jaffa Gate this valley is about one bun 
dred yards wide, and forty-four feet deep, from 
this point its course is first south, then ca^t nn*uiu 
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Zion, pa>t the south end of the city to its junction 
with the valley of Jehoshaphat. Above the lower pool 
of Gilion it falls gradually, but at a short distance 
below this pool it commences to deepen rapidly, and 
continues to fall until it reaches Eli Eogel. A short 
distance abo\c this it is a deep, gloomy dell. in 
many places the bottom of this valley is covered with 
loose stones, yet it is cultivated, and portions of it 
abound with olive-trees. Along the south side of 
the valley is a steep, rocky ledge, nearly the whole 
surface of which is covered and penetrated by tombs. 
These tombs are of many shapes and different sizes, 
some small and plainly constructed, while others are 
very large, and penetrate far into the hillside. In 
the upper part of the valley there is a large rock, a 
part of which lias been leveled and made as smooth 
as a house-floor. This was an ancient threshing-floor, 
such as Araunah the Jebnsite bad on Mount Moriah. 

ACELDAMA. — THE FIELD OF BLOOD. 

This place is just across the valley of Ilinnom, near 
its junction with Jehoshaphat. It is a rocky cliff, full 
of tombs; portions of the front of Aceldama have 
been walled up, and behind this are dee]) excavations 
and gloomy sepulchral passages. In sonic places large 
quantities of human bones and skulls are seen scat- 
tered about in promiscuous confusion. This is the 
held which was purchased with the thirty pieces of 
silver received by Judas for the betrayal of Christ. 

“ Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he 
saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and 
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
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priests and elders, saying, I liave sinned, in that 1 
have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, 
What is that to us? See thou to that. And he c t 
down the pieces of silver in the temple, and went and 
hanged himself. And the chief priests took the h il- 
\ cr pieces, and said, It is not lawlul ior to put them 
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. And 
they took counsel, and bought with them the potter# 
field, to bury strangers in” (St. Matthew xx\ii.). 

MOUNT OF OFFENCE. 

This mount or bill is across the valley of delmdia- 
pliat to the eastward of the pool of Siloani. u I!e built 
an high place to Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, 
in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Moloch, 
the abomination of the children of Ammon, and like- 
wise did he for all his strange wives, which burned 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods” (1 Kings ii.). 
A short distance below this, in the valley, was Tophet. 
Under the apostate kings of Judah this portion of the 
valley became the seat of the most horrible idolatrous 
services. Here “Moloch, horrid king, besmeared 
with the blood of human sacrifices and parents’ tears,” 
had his groves and altars. 

scopas. 

At a short distance north of the city is the high 
ridge of Scopas. As there are none of the ra\inr* 
on this side which form the natural defences of the 
other sides of the city, tins side was usually the point 
from which it was attacked by its enemies. i lie 
camp of Titus was on this ridge, and from this point 
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lie commenced the siege which ended in such destruo 
tion and ruin to the city. 

i 

THE .Mol* NT OF OLIVES CALLED II V THE ARAUS JLliLL 

ET '1TR. 

This mount lies east of the city, and is separated 
from it by the valley of Jehoshaphat. Its height 
al>o\e the valley varies from 500 to CSu feet. It is 
g50 feet above the Temple area on Blount Moriah, 
so that it commands a line view of many points of 
interest ; first, Jehoshaphat, Gethsemane, and the 
lvidroii ; then, beyond these, the ancient walls, domes, 
and minarets of the city. Far away to the south, 
from among a group of smaller hills, rises Bcllihaee- 
rem, where llerod had his paradise, and where his 
j bones are supposed to be interred. To the eastward 
1 is the hill country of Judea, with the wilderness, 
gloomv and sterile; a rough mountainous region, 
whose deep yawning cha>ms form secure hiding- 
places for Bedouin robbers and beasts of prey. Olivet 
was once very fertile, and was covered with beaut i ini 
gardens and olive orchards ; but, with the exception 
of small portions of the eastern side, the soil has 
long since been exhausted, so that only a few olive 
and fig trees are to be seen, and no signs of enltiva- 
tion except an occasional patch of barley inclosed by 
a tottering stone wall. 

i THE LOAD OVER WHICH CHRIST RoDE INTO JERUSALEM. 

On the Fngv. will he seen the road to Bethany, 
winding around the southern base of the Mount of 
! Olives. It was over this road that Christ rode into 
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Jerusalem. “And it came to pass that when he w ;w 
come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany,* at tin- mount 
called the Mount of Olives, he sent Uvo of his di 
pies, saving, Go ^e into the village over against vou 
in the which at your entering ye shall iiud a colt tied, 
whereon yet never man sat; loose him, and bring him 
hither. And they brought him to Jesus, and tlu v 
cast their garments upon the colt, and they set JeW 
thereon, and as he went they spread their clothes in 
the way” (St. Luke xix. 29, 90, 35, 30). 

* These villages are on the eastern side of the Mount of Olives. 
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CHARTER V. 

CONCERNING THE TEMPLE OF KING SOLOMON. 

Mount Moriah — The Temple Area , or Enclosure — 
Wilson’s Arch — Robinson! s Arch — Masonic llall 
— Foundation Walls of the Temple — South , West, 
and East Gates — Dome of the Rock — Mosque El 
Aksa — The great Subterranean Quarry . 

MOUNT MORIAJI. 

This spur or plateau is between the valley of Je 
hoshaphat on the east, and the Tyropoeon valley on 
the west, and is just within the walls of the city on 
the east. Its bight at the Dome of the Rock above 
the valley of Jelioshaphat is 140 feet, and above the 
Mediterranean, 2,436. By reference to No. 5s on 
the engv, an idea of its original appearance may bo 
formed. 

To the Christian world this is a spot of great in- 
terest, for here once stood the magnificent Temple of 
King Solomon, which was dedicated to the worship of 
the Most High, and was the favored house of Cod. 
In it was the Holy of Holies, and it was the repository 
of the Ark of the Covenant. 
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To Ma>uiib this is also a place of great importance 
and interest, as the Temple was erected by the ancient 
craftsmen, of whom King Solomon and the two lli- 
rams were the first Grand Masters. 

The foundation of King Solomon’s Temple was 
laid 1012 n.c. (a. m. 2002), in the month of -May (Zif). 

The history of this great edifice introduces the 
three worthies, Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram, 
King of Tyre, and lliram the builder (Abif), who 
funned a society for mutual assistance in counsel , 
skill, and wisdom , that they might the better con- 
trive and execute the designs for the various grand 
structures proposed by Solomon, including of necessity 
the management of the large number of mechanics, 
artisans, overseers, and laborers required to carry on 
all those enterprises. The peculiar wisdom of these 
measures will be seen when it is stated that Solomon, 
at the time of his coronation as king, was but 10 years 
old. 

The writings of Jose] finis confirm the Scripture 
account of the friendly relations between Solomon 
and lliram, King of Tyre, and also between David 
and lliram. They exchanged presents, and, accord- 
ing to oriental custom, propounded problems and 
difficult questions one to the other (see 2 Cliron. ix.). 
The correspondence between the two kings on tho 
building of the Temple was preserved among the 
Tyrian archives in the days of Josephus (Ant. viii. 2, 
b), who gives copies of the letters. Eupolemon also 
mentions the letters and give* copies of those between 
Solomon and lliram, also between Solomon and 
A pries (see Eusebius, Erne. Evang., ix. 2<>). 
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The long peace between the two nation*, the .Jews 
and the Phoenicians, wliieh was never real I v broken 
by either side, can be safely referred to the intlnenee 
of the secret and mysterious tie wliieh bound the 
principal persons of both people into a eonnin n 
brotherhood. 

Moses was initiated into the mysteries of the Sa< m o 
Oudeii of PniESTS in Egypt before he was permitted 
to marry a daughter of a priest. lie afterwards 
transmitted those mysteries to the Jewish people. 
Joshua continued them; and Solomon, associated 
with the two Ilirams, adapted the whole systt //«■ to 
the laws and customs of the people of Palestine. 

Phoenician historians give an account of a mar- 
riage between Solomon and a daughter of Ilimm, 
Xing of Tyre. (See Tatian. Gnec. § 37.) 

Jewish writers pass lightly over the fact that Hiram 
the King was not circumcised, and have a tradition 
that because he was a God-fearing man, and a>sisted 
in building the Temple, lie was translated alive into 
Paradise. 

Of Hiram Abif it is recorded that he was of a 
mixed race, Jewish and Phoenician, of the tribe of 
Xaphtali. Ilis father was a Tyrian, skilled in the 
arts of working metals, wood, and cloth, for ornamen- 
tation in architecture, also articles for public and 
private luxury and display, from whom he inherited 
his eminent abilities, and learned the details of hh 
calling. lie was appointed the chief architect and 
engineer by Hiram, King of Tyre, and sent to Jeru- 
salem to assist Solomon. Ilis title of Abif (our 
father) was given as a recognition of his dignity and 
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acquirements, and Ins exalted and useful position, 
which lie adorned by faithful and excellent service. 
The title was given after an ancient oriental custom 
— many instances of its observance being familiar to 
readers of history, as that of Joseph in Egypt, who 
says, “God hath made me a fatJur unto Pharaoh" 
(Gen. xlv. s) ; and also in Maccabees (1 xi. 32), the 
term is used as a mark of respect and esteem, and 
nearly all Roman coins have among other titles 
that of “father,” as given to the emperor. 

We have preserved but few details of the life of 
Hiram, King of Tyre. That he was master and over- 
seer of his people who were in the service of Solomon 
is recorded, and he was long remembered as such. 

A complete description of the Temple of Solomon 
is given in Kings, Chronicles, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah. 
The two pillars, Jaciiix and Eoaz, are minutely de- 
scribed in Kings and Jeremiah; Ezekiel also men- 
tions two pillars — one on each side of the entrance. 

Josephus writes about the great stones and of the 
foundation wall with understanding, because he saw 
them (as well as Herod's Temple, which was an en- 
largement of Zeruhl label's), and within a few years 
past the Palestine Exploration Society has verilied 
many of his accounts. 

The great stones which were sawed with saws (1 
Kings IT ; vii. b) lie just where they were placed by 
the builders, still bearing their craft-marks or direc- 
tions for placing them. The lower courses were pro- 
tected from wear and the action of the elements by 
the dirt, mingled with stones, chips, etc., which was 
piled against them, and has never been disturbed tin* 
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til recently. The soil above this layer was full ,,f j.. t 
ctc v the usual evidences nl occupation ju i 
use* Some of these stones are o feet or 1 1 1 < »i*o thi< 
and 15 to 30 long. Their peculiar lares are hh ovn 
on the plan — X o. 58. 


TEMPLE AREA OR ENCLOSURE, MARKED 
THE PLAN. 


A A A A 


ON 


The Temple area is l,o00 feet long, by an average 
width of 950; not regular, but as shown on the plan. 
The walls enclosing it are from S to 10 fret thick it 
the base, and 3 to h at the top, and 5<) to 75 hi L di 
above the present surface outside ; and 1<> or 1 2 fret 
above the floor. The ground is highest at the N\\\ . 
corner, and slopes south and east. 

The original hill (see No. 5S) was very uneven and 
sloping, nowhere having a level place large enough 
for the proposed temple; it was therefore nece— arv 
to build up a large platform, which was done by pier^ 
or columns arched over and filled in at the top with 
stone and earth. (Ant., XV., xi. 3.) 

These substructures are still in their original po- 
tion, and are very minutely described by Dr. Dare \ 
(City of the Great King), who measured them cuv- 
fully when employed as an assistant to the (Tib f 
Engineer of Repairs by the Pasha of Jernmlem. T 
extent from east to west is 819 feet (marked Vu i ^ 
on the engv) ; and from north to south from 2 17 t< 
ISO feet. The piers vary in size from 3 to S frit 



square, and in bight from 30 down to 2 or 8 feet, 




i 


\ 


. *• 
'/yt 

A) 


•/ j 


\ 




$ 


V5 


tit 

v 

I 





ff} 

c 


-o C 


S4 



the rock slopes. The Triple Gate (51 feet wide and 
25 feet high) once opened into these galleries which 


n<»rw and Vault*.— Foundation* of the Temple. 

arc called Solomon’s stables ; there are three passages 
leading from them up to the area above, one of winch 
is 247 feet long, the others shorter. It is supposed 
that this is the pa-sage for the animals for the sacri- 
fices, because the ascent is gradual all the way. 
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There is a small doorway with a pointed ar< h 1 ■ 
feet from the S.E. corner of the south wall, wide!, 
was the stable-door leading into the splendid colon 
nade. These stables are mentioned bv El Alomi ir 
1495. 


TIIE ANCIENT GATES OF TOE TEMPLE ENTLOSUKK. 


Xo. 6.— The ancient South Gate, now Double Gate, 
alluded to by Josephus (Ant., XV. xi. 5), has all the 
marks of Jewish architecture, with an addition of Ito- 
nmn work outside. Originally the doors were 1 S feet 
n ide and 20 high. In the inside there is an entraina 
hall oO feet long and 40 wide, having in the centre a 
column 21 feet high and G feet in diameter, of a single 
block of limestone. Its capital is ornamented with 
large leaves, finely sculptured in stone, but not in any 
architectural order j and resting on this capital arc the 
springs of four arches, which support four domes 
forming the ceiling of the room. It has been Ro- 
manized by four white marble columns which adorn 
the doorway. The sides of the hall are built of huge 
blocks of limestone, cut with the peculiar Jewi-h 
panel ; the term bevelling is applied to the Jewish 
rebatement, which is a channel cut a half-inch. lc-s 
or more, deep all around the edge of a block on the 
same level plane as the face, and never slanted or 
bevelled. 

From this entrance hall a flight of nine stone-steps 
(in the midst of which stands a stone pillar oval, G 
feet high by 4 feet in diameter) leads up to a pas- 



which is divided by piers, pillars, 





and a wall ; is vaulted over end) half the entire length 
and hears every mark of Jewish make. Another 
lliglit of stone steps leads to the area above. This is 
the ancient Sun'ii Gate of the Temple. 

Xo. 7. — On the west side of the Temple area is an 
ancient doorway walled tip, built against by modern 
house* and nearly all hidden ; only half of the lintel 
being in view. It was feet wide and deep. The 
lintel is <> feet J inches thick. A lliglit of steps in- 
side formed an approach to the area above, as at 
lluldab Gate. On the inside may be seen a closed 
iratewav. so covered np with modern rooms as to he 
almost hidden. Some of the stones are very large — 
15 to 25 feet lonix and S or 0 feet deep. This was 
the West Gate of the Temple. 

Xo. 12. — The ancient entrance to the Temple En- 
closure on the east is now walled np and kept closed by 
the Mohammedans, because of a superstition* fear that 
the Christians will enter by this gate and drive them 
out. The length is 7*> feet and breadth f»5, and it pro- 
jects 0 feet beyond the wall ; two columns divide it 
into a double arcade lighted at the west end by two 
domes. The columns are formed out of single blocks 
of marble, and the walls are eleven feet thick. The 
stvle is ancient, and its interior is ornamented with 
rich and elaborate carvings in the < Jrerian style. The 
effect of the whole is grand and imposing. A grand 
stairway of massive stone blocks leads from the gate 
up to the platform, which is 25 feet above. 

This was the East Gate, called bv the Crusa- 
ders the* Golden Gait: (Porta A urea). Josephus 
is silent about gates on the north, but tin* .Jewish M id- 











doth (Plonk of treasure??) says the north wall w i 
nearer to the Temple and -had hut one gate, died 
Tepi. The same authority savs it was a small no 
and for a special purpose. 

There is a flight of stone steps in front «>f the 
Golden Gate, now buried under rubbish and soil, the 
deposit of centuries since the Crusades. The writer- 
of that age speak of many steps “ that lead down to 
the valley.” The whole of the space out.'idc of the 
wall in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and especially on 
the east of the Temple site, is used as a cemetery, and 
every available foot of soil has been occupied o\er and 
over many times, and always guarded with super- 
stitious fidelity against all u infidel” intrusion. It U 
therefore only possible to examine the locality by 
underground passages. A Mohammedan, in a.p. 
1150, describes the chief buildings very much as tiny 
are now; and also that the Door of Mercy (Golden 
Gate) was closed, but passage was had through the 
small one, El Asbat (the tribes), a how-shot from 
which was a large and beautiful church, dedicated to 
St. Mary and called Gethsemane. 

NO. 1, TEMPLE AREA. 

THE DOAtE OF THE ROCK — MOSQUE OF OMAK. 

This splendid edifice stands nearly in the centre 
of the Temple area (see eugv*) It is eight 
sided and 170 feet in diameter, and about the ^amr 
height, covered outside with beautifully colored pm* 
cclain tiles ; thereof and dome are covered with copper; 
is very symmetrical and graceful, and is tipped uith 
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ft I »ft v bronzed crescent. Tlie lower part of the octavo 
nal hides is covered with marble of various colors and 
patterns. ( hi entering the visitor is at once impressed 
with its exquisite proportions, the simplicity of the de- 
sign, and admirable iinisli. 

The 1G stained "lass windows of the circular upper 
building are peculiar in richness, harmony of color, 
and elegance of design. The lower octagon lias f>G 
windows, over each one of which are sculptured sen- 
tences from the Koran in letters which are measured 
by feet in height. There is a harmony of color every- 
where. — in the windows of stained glass, the colored 
marble pillars and walls, porphyry columns, gilded 
capitals, and rosettes of the ceiling; the rich canopy 
of crimson and green silk over the rock in the centre, 
on c\cry side masses, and groups, ami points of 
blue, red, purple, yellow, gold, and crimson, intensi- 
fied by the rays of the Min. or mellowed by the gloom, 
which carries the beholder in imagination back to the 
days of the Magnificent ( "aliplis, whose works have been 
the wonder and delight of ages, both in romance and 
reality. The central dome is GG feet in diameter. (>c* 
eupving the centre of this rotunda is the 

SAriucn KOCK. 

This rock is about Go feet long from north to south, 
and about 50 broad; it rises several feet above the 
floor of the Mosrpie, and is surrounded by a gilded 
iron fence, seven feet high and very strongly built, 
while over it is stretched a rich awning of parti- 
colored silk. AVhat sacred and interesting associations 




cluster around tin’s spot! for the Kabhins sav tlmt this 
is the identical rock on which Jacob pillowed hi* 
head during that eventful dream ; on which Abraham 
offered Isaac, and where J)avid saw the Angel, in <1 
where Jesus was laid after the crucifixion ; — the rock 
that afterwards became the altar of burnt-offering ba- 
the great Temple of Solomon. It is hollowed into i 
handsome chamber, fifteen feet square by eight fe< t 
high, called the Noble Cave. An ornamented ll< r 
(tessellated) covers a passage into some unknown 
excavations below, but the superstitious fears of the 
Moslems prevents any examination, for they > 
that here is the well of souls, the real opening into 
liadcs! The most ancient account of this struct un- 
is tlmt it was built by Constantine the Great and hi 
mother Helena. A pilgrim of the 12th centurv 
copies some inscriptions written by the Christians . n 
the places where there are now Arabic sentence 
from the Koran, which were doubtless placed oxerthe 
tirst by Saladin. The building stands on an artificial 
platform about 15 feet high, which is reached by eight 
gateways (with stone steps) in elegant Saracen st\ lc 
The Mohammedan believes that in this dome, next 
to Mecca, prayers arc most acceptable to I)cit \ aho\c all 
other places in the World. 


NO. 2. THE MOSQUE KT- AKSA. 


This Mosque stands near the south-west corner f 
the Temple area (see engv), and is a showy a 


elegant building. 2S0 feet long and I'm bn ad, wi i 
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i i Jr( - i t i® !• >\v a ] *:ir:i]lel- 
*.♦ u.. •.*«.•] i ] n iin Jelled so many 

• > n It -id t • > 1 >el< »i j i_r t< > :ii iv 

*..*• i« * • rr. unless it is the 

• < : h mv> in tin* stxle. Are.. to 

^ • . aie found in an ]*Ziry j»t ian 

, j ljxpt. There i> a ]»uivli with 

* ' i t % ] *■ Ur-, leading to a court 

!•♦] with pilar-; ami winding Muirs 

. ’ • , M< p- , It atlinj: to a middle 

h the hh. ctnary \v:i< reached, 
»'• d i e 1 K in iT'* \ i. s . Near the 
\ . tin M< jT«. hi U" Most | ue — No. 3. 

* * t t e *nier of the Temple area, 
* « \ -a M< -p t*. there are immen-e 

' * I i I i-, no d< » iht, the sea mentioned 
^ ■ • . and the ( ommi— h »ner of 

1 )v 1 water i- 73«» feet in eireiim- 

•' U !—♦ d< t j*. Nm. .J. 

' •' I i • '* d »\ r ide Mom* J >i 1 la IV, which 

• * n t tal, hut are now* hare or 

I' - aIm nt t\ro million iralltuis. 

I ( -\'U^ up water wen* formerly 

• i ' pen. It max he entered 
' ’ t f 1 1 \\ ide tone step®, cut in 

* fi m N *1 uu »n*s p< m » 1 ended 
n ur\« ir. 







King Solomon'* Cisterns. 





WILSON S Alien. 

This arch was discovered in 1SGG by Capt. Wilson, 
R.E., when making explorations in the city l'or a 
better water supply. From the discovery of this arch 
originated the idea of a scientific exploration in and 
about the Temple area, which was developed in the 
Palestine Exploration Fund and Society, whose ex- 
plorations have been carried on under the direction of 
Capt. Warren, R.E., who has discovered the founda- 
tion walls of the Temple enclosure in many places, 
together with arches, vaults, and secret passages con- 
nected therewith, outside and inside of the Temple 
area. 

Wilson’s Arch is just outside of the gate of the 
chain under the street called David, and 15 feet be- 
low the present surface of the ground. This arch has 
a span of 42 feet, and is 43 feet wide. Portions of 
it arc in ruins, and the walls arc much decayed. At 
3^ feet below the springing of the arch, a bed of 
hard concrete is found formed of small cubical stones 
set in a dark cement. At 24 feet, voussoirs and 
drafted stones of a fallen arch, and well are found, 
the stones being similar to those in the Sanctuary 
Wall.* At 40 feet water is found, which appears to 
rim in at the northern end of the shaft, and run 
out at the southern end. At 51 feet 0 inches, the 
bottom course of the foundation wall of the Temple 
enclosure is seen resting in a groove which was cut 
in the rock f for the better security of the wall. 

* Wall of the Temple Enclosure. 

t Nearly the whole surface of Moriah is a limestone rock. 
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, \j .-((11 «'re i- evidently in 
r i '-•-(»{ '1 1 niiiiHS of 
. •* [ ]■ m .‘I {( ( t ^ inches to 4 

. . ,\ be'iiLT To l’eet above tile 

• , t im ii clie> « 4 the north side 
?, . - ijip >i*t(‘d a haJuoiiy — the 

i , • j .i- age, which entered the 
\\ , in « 1' WiUuii’s Arch. When 

, ,, j <.»*’ 'ni.it. it w a- e\| »o-cd to \ ieW from 

, . j . t »id-. It i> one of the oldest por- 

• „ ,«■ i f the Nu etuary now reniain- 

j , b i ' i in u » e it \ cnernt ion by the .Tews, as 

, ■ , 'i . t-i 'm* (*i* Wall of the Sanctuary. 

\\ i A Arch there ha- recently been 
( . . Warren a large number of 

d . n . pa— ages leading in variou> 
t. ‘ *1 the exception of Wilson’s Arch. 
, (t tin m ha\c ruT been exposed to 
** v- m i ml • ihtcdlv lift'd as secret stores 

• - :%i 1 water in the time of sieges. 

MNmiMi 11 A I.I.. 

* •!.( j -ag« from W ilson s Arch leading 

• ictr which lead- down into an aneiuit 
.• . , \s\ 'eh ln»ni tradition has acquired 

• « M i V 1 1 all. The entrance opens 
t i r rl ( i*. nth. and the parage is steep 

. ..» <1 ..t 1 * 1 -* tl e c\ph nor con hi < ndy gain 
\( ( d into it h\ means ol a rope, 

► • l .1 • •« < n i nl.irired so that a ladder is 

1 « 'in* 1 ( r if do fret s inches in 

1 ■; i *\ idih, rectangular and \aulted; 





Robinson’s Arch. 
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the walls arc built of square stones, well jointed, and 
laid without cement. There were pilasters at each 
corner, but only the one at the north-east angle re- 
mains in a moderate state of preservation (see cut; 
Nearly in the centre of the chamber is a part of a 
column or pedestal sticking up. At the south-east 
angle was a double entrance with lintels over it: 
these have ornaments on them and on the jambs, but 
they cannot now be accurately traced. This Hall 
has every appearance of being one of the most an- 
cient pieces of masonry in Jerusalem. Through a 
small hole in the south wall of this chamber, a passage, 
is found leading into one of the Saracenic vaults siq>- 
porting the Hall of Justice. There is still another 
passage leading from this vault south into another 
which is now filled with debris and earth. A short 
distance from Masonic Hall is a secret passage lead- 
ing under David Street; this passage is about 12 feet 
wide and is nearly tilled with rubbish ; it has been 
traced 250 feet in the direction of the Joppa Gate, 
which was doubtless its ancient termination. 



Fmem^nt of TMln^or in Masonic halL 
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K» HINDIS S ARCH. 

T* ( . /- K- «f t !i<‘ nuith-west corner of the 

iM »,| ,r \\ i . ]**dh the MogrebinN Mnsjiic (see 

\ i , i 1 i" c*< n-idcred to have 1 >oei i the 

, , , 1 1 ( i nil el« iser- of King Herod. Sev- 

i < • i < \v the -printing of this arch is a 

,1 it-i't whir, and 1 - feet deep, running 

* .! td in «,iut this canal arc two fallen 

. ot an a reli . Oik: of these is much de- 

o*d, , n p * i :l#er is in a hotter state of preser- 

u* ■. ed n a ire> 7 feet in length, 5 feet thick 

* * »vr 4 feet 4 inches at the intrados, 
\ 1* * high. In the middle of one side is a 

. . 1 : It indie- hy 11 and 4^ inches 

< »j *lr out of thi> canal to the south, is a 
•r • * rock with a -egment arch. To 1 1 10 

' 1 » eo « a ls into a circular cistern cut in the 

. 1«» t. t in d’-miett r. hy Id feet 4 inches in 
li 1*< outre <f the roof is a manhole lcad- 
t 1 ! in the roof of the pavement under 

\i h. Near this* are two curious rock-cut 
' ocular, and measuring 1 1 ; feet hv 0 
' I" ' »••«,[ tli m i- a ili-ht of steps leading tip 
\ i a •• of a column which had fallen in 
’ • • 1 Se\ end lamps weights, jars, and 

» * * f md in tli *s canal ; also an ancient 

* • 1 i rohiiigllat roofs i»n houses, precisely 

»v n 1 lor the siim* purpose. 

~ ’ a m haw hecn made in the vicinity 

\r li, in making one of which at a 
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depth of 21 feet G indies a polished limestone slab 0 
feet square was found covering the main sewer of t ho 
city. This sewer is G feet high by 3 feet wide, cut 
in the rode, nearly full of sewage, through which a 
current of water runs south. This is doubtless the 
sewer through which the fellahin entered the city in 
the time of Ibrahim Pacha, who appear to have pen- 
etrated up as far as David Street and found exit 
through some of the vaults there. In sinking a shaft 
near this the remains of a colonnade were found just 
below the surface, consisting of piers built on the 
rock 12 feet G inches apart, with fallen arches be* 
tween. These piers were built of well-dressed ashlar 
of soft sand-stone, similar to the ruins of Snwaineh 
in the Jordan Valley. 

In sinking another shaft the debris of a stone build- 
ing, and part of a white marble column twelve 
inches in diameter, were found. Twenty-two feet 
below this is a chamber cut in the rock, ten feet 
square, and ten feet high, covered with plaster two 
inches thick and very hard. Entrance to this cham- 
ber was effected through two manholes through the 
roof, and it has the appearance of having been used 
as a secret store for grain. 

Twenty feet to the south of the Gate of the Bath 
is a large cistern which runs east and west and 
pierces the Sanctuary Wall, is ear the Effcndi’s 
house is another cistern or rather prolongation of the 
first, but narrower. At this place it is thirty-four 
feet six inches from the surface of the ground to the 
bottom, width twelve feet, and length from east tc 
west fourteen feet nine inches. A surface of twenty 
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t j • "lit 1»\ twehe iii length of the 

'■*> \\ i I •» o\jM*-e 1 ut till?* place. 

. * \ .i \ i m ii made near tin* Sanctuary Wall 
, • - nt tic Temple enclosure, a small 

• • .. l >1 which lrad> downwards, passing 

i • t of. and into nil nil km* pa^saire, which 
- ♦ , west. This latter pa^aire is three feet 

hL ri i hv two feet wide, running nearly 
K *■ m , .t 1 nt iN eastern end opens through the 

\\ . i • t * >a *et»ar\, and i> elo.-cd hv a lar^e stone 

. t o cylindrical lades through it fi \ e and one- 
.i • i < ' in diameter each, through which water at 
* • ■ 1 * ’ 1 1 it peri n 1 ran. It is prohahle that troops 

o lh> part of the wall came down here for 
r. 

Tin: Town: of axtonia. 

\ 4 « r ' at the north-ea^t nn^le of the Temple 

• 1 **. «1 i- lmilt np from the Sanctuary Wall, 

1 1 * 1 by the portion forming the wall con- 

i' t recede from four to seven inches, while 

'•* 1 •' • -T the tower recedes only one and one- 
• < r i <*, so that at twenty-two feet from where 

• r h#^du the slant inwards is two feet, and at 

• r o, 1 o| t \ feet above, the slant amounts to 
J *. « t . 

1* »vi K V AT ST. PTi:rilKN*S GATH. 

W • * i* n was made outride of this <^ale. 

1 d pth of \ h*,‘t a tlat stone was found 

* " 1 i'. r follo'v , :ni aperture was made through 

1 n< r, ‘ i r < a\e was exposed to view wliieh 


fntorior view of Wilson's Art'll. 
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was found to bo nine feet in diameter and four foci 
high; it is divided into live loculi by plaster partitions 
about three inches thick and twelve inches hi«di, and 
had been used as a tomb. 

A shaft leads down from this into another chamber 
twenty-six feet long by six feet wide, which is divided 
latitudinally into ten loculi. Another passage lead* 
into two other and similar chambers also divided into 
loculi. A shaft forty feet deep leads from this down 
into another range of these singular chambers, nine in 
number, one of which has the appearance of having 
been used as an ante-room, the rest were divided into 
loculi. These chambers were cut in a very soft kind 
of melekeh and are nearly on a plan with the Phoeni- 
cian tombs at Saida, as they are systematically arran- 
ged tier upon tier with shafts leading down through 
them. In making these excavations ancient pottery 
and glass vases were found at various depths. 

RUINS AT DAMASCUS GATE. 

One of the most interesting relics of antiquity is 
found in an ancient tower at the Damascus gate. 
This structure is very massive, and bears the peculiar 
Jewish marks similar to the Temple area walls. The 
lower courses of the city wall, for some distance on 
each side of the gate, bear the same character of large 
blocks, beveled edge, with the whole surface hewn 
smooth, exhibiting an earlier and more careful style 
than most other walls here. In the tower on the east 
side of the gate there is a flight of Winding stairs of 
square steps, with square turnings — not spiral — meas- 
uring 7 feet long by 3 wide. This was the kind of 


1 ^ r ilic middle chamber in the Tein 

r l k i n i. s . 

v n , 1 1 v< 1 . oi nn: jrws. — Xo. <>0. 

I <l ' hi low David Street, in the foun- 
, . i the Temple enclosure, are several 
•r itii lt** .-toiio, bearing the Jewish bevel, 
' r i arks of great antiquity. They were 
j iced here by Solomon's builders when 
■ i.eiun of the Temple was laid. 

• nr the Stones of Wailing, and this is the 

* tl at the Jew.- are now permitted to come to 

h i t j'biee of worship and sacrifice. This 
* n rtcd to at all times by the devout, but 
i*fn r: **11 D the set time for Jews to meet here 
n mii 1 wiM'j » for their departed power, the 
! tl» ir ancient city, and the hallowed and 
I.eioiis of the Temple. And thus they 
«n. Old men with white flowing beards, 
n»-n in the vigor of manhood, aged women, 
< h<«.h<d L r irl> ; some sitting, some standing, 
* <g their heads affectionately against these 
t i'ii" worn stoned, frequently giving vent to 
/: * f in loud weeping and wailing. 

i « : lv in interest to the Temple Area are the 
t e llo.pital of St. John of Jerusalem. 

- / Mas erected by the Knight Templars, 
• f.b.ni alem. in the timeof the Crusades, 
■< nee may be gathered from accounts 
< ••nt w Piers and from ruins of it still 
r . • ' i rmna i of quaint carvings, and traces 
T * : \ 1 e eein> to have been that of an 


107 


Oriental Khan , being a vast quadrangular structure 
around an interior court, the chambers opening on 
the galleries. There are marks found on the walls, and 
many curious ornaments sculptured in the cornice. 

The Great Hospital of St. John is described as 
standing a.d. 1322, by Sir John Mandcville, as a pal- 
ace supported and ornamented by 17S stone pillars. 
The order of Knights Templar was gathered from 
the nobles of all Europe, and was at first chari- 
table for the relief of pilgrims, but afterwards became 
religious and military. They were recognized as an 
order as late as 1S00, at which time Malta was restored 
to them by England and France, when Paul, the Em- 
peror of Pussia, was the Grand Master. But England 
now holds the island, and the knights have lost all 
dominion and power. 

The gateway of the ruined hospital in Jerusalem 
is still stauding, though very ruinous. It presents a 
flattened pointed arch, which is succeeded by a 
round arch behind, ornamented with rich historical 
and emblematical carvings in stone. Among many 
finely designed and chiselled figures may be seen the 
La^slb, which was the peculiar emblem of the order. 
There are broken stairs, a court surrounded by a 
cloister in ruins, with the remains of several rooms, 
also the remains of the chapel, large, and ornamented 
with a window, with stained or painted glass. This 
monastery was founded in honor of St. John the Bap- 
tist (Saewolf, a.p. 1102). 

These mouldering ruins are memorials of the noble 
order of Knights, whose strong arms were for ages 
the bulwark against the aggressive Moslems, and 
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rx ’"iv t • >f tliis remarkable edifice also in- 
• • . v i Lit id work of the same craftsmen who 
. : ] ♦ I\ iop!e of Solomon, as its emblems, 
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. • i- iv !>•» semi characters nearly identical with 

lb • .* lo md on the Sanctuary Wall.* at Jeiusalem. 







TI1E PRIVATE MARKS OF TI1E BUILDERS AND 'HIE GREAT 
SUBTERRANEAN QUARRY. 

Maries found on Stones in the Foundation Walls 
of the Temple Area. — Maries found * in Samaria 
and in Hebron. — The Great Subterranean Quarry. 

It is a matter of the highest interest, while carrying 
on antiquarian researches, to discover the evidences 
which preceded us in our particular calling. 

Although Free Masonry is now speculative, still 
there was a time when the Master Mason was the real 
director of the construction of Beautiful Edifices, 
of which the Magnificent Temple of Solomon, and 
latterly the wonderful Cathedrals dotted all over 
Europe, are specimens ; the evidences of which 
work in the written record has long been familiar on 
the page of history, but the symbolic private marks 
of the builders, used by the master workman, for the 
guidance of the craft in laying the stones in their 
places, have escaped their proper notice. Many of 
these marks have been found on stones, in the founda- 
tion walls of the Temple enclosure, at Jerusalem. 
They are also found in other parts of Palestine, and 
in every country where the Craft have since left evi- 
dences of their skill and industry. These marks have 
been found on a large number of stones, in different 
courses in the Sanctuary Wall, and having been 
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m ] by Captain Warren, U. E., while 
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]« M j d r‘« s and shafts were excavated 
i r 1 the wall at several places, and liere 

• 1 m« • t of 1 1 1 e following groups of these 

* • p \o 1 wa found cut in on btoncs in the 
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No. 2 was found on the second stone from the 
corner in the second course — made with red paint. 

No. 3 was on the wall a short distance from Group 
No. 2. 

No. 4 was on the corner-stone in the third course 
— red paint. 

No. 5. This Group was found in that part of the 
gallery where the explorer is seen examining the 
marks on the wall. These marks resemble the letters 
O Y Q — red paint. 

No. 6 was on the third stone north in the second 
course — red paint. 

No. 7 was on the sixth stone in the third course, 
and on a stone in the tenth course a small cross was 
found cut in. 

No. S. This group was found on stones in the west 
wall of the Sanctuary, near the Jews’ wailing-place; 
and at the base of the Tower of Antonia, north-east 
angle of the wall, was found another group of marks 
in red paint. 

No. 0. Found in a cave near the Cmnaculuni. 

No. 10 is a group of marks gathered from the ancient 
structures of Kuryet el Enab, and also known as Abu 
Gosh village, the Emmaus of the time of Christ, and 
the more ancient Ivirjath Jearim of Solomon’s age. 
Here are several very neatly made and familiar 
lignres, not unlike some in use at this day. They 
were very clearly drawn, in red color, as nearly all of 
such marks are, in every country where the craft ha\e 
had use for them. 

The group No. 11, from Samaria, claims equal 
attention for their peculiar design and evident anti- 
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Beneath this structure is a chamber, navmg for ita 
roof a part of the floor of the mosque ; and in a recess 
not now in use were found the three groups of marks. 

Xo. 17. This group was found on the walls of the 
ancient Cathedral at Glasgow. These later groups 
all being very similar to those found on the Sanctu- 
ary wall, tell the same story of the work of the ancient 
builders. 

At first glance several of the characters seen in the 
different groups of marks appear very much like the 
letters HMCRDKOW and others, but an exam- 
ination of the Phoenician and Hebrew alphabets will 
show that these forms are only accidentally similar. 
The other marks are well known to the Craft, and 
need no explanation here. 

Besides the ancient marks there are characters 
written on the walls which were repaired or built 
by the fraternity during the crusades. These are 
distinctly Roman letters and numerals, with a very 
small proportion of signs, which are repetitions of 
those used by the ancient builders, and evidently used 
for the same purpose. That purpose, it is quite cer- 
tain, was, besides the proper placing of the stones 
in the walls, the designation of that part of the work 
which was done by any particular company or lodge. 
Some used the five-pointed star, others a circle divid- 
ed into four or six parts. A circle with a T occurs 
very often on different parts of the works, and indi- 
cates either a large lodge, or a very industrious one. 
The antiquity of these marks may be the more cer 
tainly determined from the fact that there are no 
distinctive Christian emblems nor Mohammedan signs 
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* 1 « , , 1 \ t ijir, the cross of the Knights Tern- 

■ , e. j . j -t ton date more recent than t lie age 
t • . < \ , j t tin *e mentioned as being on parti 1 
lit it%d i«rii ivj aired or rebuilt. 

l,i ,t i ten >t in tla>e aiiti<piities centres in 
jU i.i t tit the\ aic e\ idOnces that a certain order 
» , w *id , d t"gi tlier for a certain purpose, in those 

< . n t "■( and ha\e left behind them, without de- 
- • , ti r e sig us » f their occupation and method of 
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I .t they had a uniform system of marks and 
l* aj ) i a • In m the similarity of these characters 
rotr f< "i'd. 1 m tli in Palestine and Europe, where 
• i a e in out muniments or cathedrals erected by 
iL *e »kiUoJ workmen. 

An di a * f the great extent of the systematic work 
in .hr atm alone, can be formed from a 
a it t f the recent explorations and discoveries 
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1 e ml* tract ion* of Solomon's Temple have been 
I ’irc'N examined, and those columns are 
1 to !••* 1» lilt of carefully cut stones, with the 
« • ’ * »-i <• n hate or l>c\d at the cornel's, form* 
4 « o ry few f< *et. These columns support 

1 * t »ruul in the mo-t skilful manner, and as 
• • • I '» • -• h»«U built. 

A * n put <*f the ma-dve ancient walls of the 
' . '«n nun 1 out, and these, with the ruins 

1 • d Miolti, and chambers are nearly alwavs 

1 1 style or Elaenician — which was tho 
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TI1E GREAT SUBTERRANEAN QUARRY. — NO. Go. 

It is only a few years since that Dr. Da relay, an 
American physician and missionary, resident of 
Jerusalem, discovered the entrance to the ancient sub- 
terranean quarry, from which the great stones 
were taken for the foundation walls of the Temple 
built by Solomon. Certain passages in Kings and 
Chronicles were somewhat obscure until light was 
thrown upon them by an examination of the place 
where the workmen “ sawed with saws, stones,” “ great 
stones,” and carefully chipped off the rough corners, 
and finished the “ costly stones ” for those magnificent 
edifices which were the admiration of the age in 
which they were built, and the wonder of all suc- 
ceeding ages. 

The quantity of stone required for these structures 
was truly immense; that of the Temple foundations 
alone requiring more than one million square yards 
of stone, which are now in position in the walls and 
may be examined. This quarry is underground, and 
under that part of the city just north and west of the 
Temple Area, now called Bezetha, and occupied by 
the Mohammedans. 

The entrance is a few rods east of the Damascus 
Gate, outside of the city wall. The largest room in 
the eaveis750 feet long, about 100 wide, and 30 feet 
high. Large pillars of the rock were left at intervals 
for the support of the ponderous ceilinir. Several 
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opening has not yet been found, but doubtless will bo 
as soon as the Mohammedans will permit a search to 
be made. 

Josephus says that the Jews hid away from Titus 
in a cave, and there is room enough in this quarry for 
the population of the city to have gathered without 
crowding. The floor is very uneven, with a general 
descent south, and there are precipices formed 
by the workmen taking out large blocks below the 
level of the floor in different places.* 

The ground is everywhere littered with chippings 
and blocks of stone, large and small. 

There are great blocks of stone, partly quarried, 
still hanging to the native mass. One of these was 
a stone about 10 feet high and between 3 and 4 feet 
square. The workmen had commenced by cutting a 
crease upon two sides about four inches wide, and 
had proceeded until it was about two feet deep 
on each side of the block. This must have been 
done with a long pointed instrument having a 
chisel-shaped end. They had no gunpowder in 
those days, and seem not to have understood how 
to split them with wedges, but literally chiselled 
them out by persevering labor. The work of 
cutting out this block was nearly completed, for 
the two grooves, one from the front and the other 
from the side, at right angles with each other, had 

* A few years since a human skeleton was found at the bottom 
of one of these precipices, showing that some unknown explorer 
had stumbled over there, and thus perished in a place which 
thousands of years before was thronged with the busy workmen 
of Solomon. 
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ceilings, its vast extent, its legends and associations, 
all combine to inspire the explorer with feelings of 
astonishment and awe. The Crusaders have left 
many marks on the walls, showing that this quarry 
was known in their day, also proving the antiquity of 
several of the signs now in use by the craft.* 

To all who hold the common faith in the God of 
Abraham, the historical evidence derived from this 
quarry, and all the surrounding facts in proof of the 
truth of Scripture history is beyond price, and must 
be convincing to all reflecting minds. And to 
masons who believe in the antiquity of the origin of 
the order this must be a source of great satisfaction, 
as this evidence, in connection with recent discoveries 
made about the temple area, including the private 
marks of the builders, leaves but little room to doubt 
that the order originated at the building of Solomon’s 
Temple. 
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CI1APTER YII. 

PLACES HISTORICALLY CONNECTED WITH KINO SOLOMON^ 
TEiMPLE, AND THE BUILD12KS. 

Ancient Tyre , Hiram? s Tomb — Joppa — lit. Leba- 
non — Pass of the Jordan — Ilebron , its important 
Relics of Antiquity ; its singular Mosque, and 
Fanatical Inhabitants — The ruins of Beeroth — 
Kirjath-Jearim — Samaria , Church of St. John — 
King Solomon! s Store Cities, Baalbek — Tadmor, 
and Hamath. 

TYRE 

Is situated on a rocky peninsula which was an 
island until 350 b.c., when the city was besieged 
by Alexander the Great, who, after repeated failures 
to take it, built a causeway out to it from the main- 
land and thus reached the defences, and took the city. 

The accumulation of sand around and over this 
causeway soon rendered it terra firm a, thus form- 
ing the peninsula. 

At the time of Solomon and the Hi rams, Tyre was 
one of the richest cities in the world, its people being 
among the most skilful manufacturers and builders 
of that period, manufacturing many articles of luxury 
and use, and having for customers many nations 
and peoples. 

Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude 
of the wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs 
with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and line 
linen, and coral, and agate. 

Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thv inor. 


chants : tliev traded in tliv market wheat of Minnith, 
and Pannag (Gen^engh and honey, and oil, and halm. 

Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of 
the wares of thy making for the multitude of all 
richer; in the wine of llellion, and white wool. 
^Kzekiel, xxvii., 10, 17, IX) 

Anion- the principal articles of export were "lass, 
sugar. and the famous lyriau purple d\c. lhis d\c 
w ;h extracted from a kind of shell-fish found on the 
coa>t. Sugar eanc was cultivated to a considerable 
extent, and sugar made similar to that now made in 
the VuM Indies and other tropical regions. 

lliram. King of Tyre, sent cedar wood and work- 
men to build David a palace, (2. Sam. vii.\ and be 
afterwards sent Hiram the widow's son, a .Tew of the 
tribe of Xaplitali, who east the vessels of bronze 
fur the Temple, King Hiram furnishing the metal, 
aKo the cedar and fir trees; and the Jews and 
Plnenieians worked together, the friendship between 
them continuing for over a century. 

Afterwards, however, the Pliomieians sold Jewish 
children into captivity. (Joel hi. C-$.) 

('arthage was planted as a colony of Tyre SfiO n.e. 
There was a Temple at Tyre in honor of Hercules, 
in which lie was worshiped as a god, under the name 
of Mdkurth, and Arrian, the historian (n.c. l. r >0), says 
that it was t lie most ancient Temple in the world. 

Ashtorcth was also worshiped there, who is called 
Diana, and Queen of Heaven. Solomon built a shrine 
in honor of this god (less on the Mount of Olives, oppo- 
site Jerusalem, as a token of his friendship for lliram 
of Tv re. 


The most interesting relic of this ancient city now 
to be seen, is a large stone in the sea wall 17 feet long 
feet high, and between 4 and 5 feet thick, lying 
in its original position, where it was placed 3,000 
years ago. This stone has the rebate or bevel so 
noted in Phoenician and Jewish works. There are 
many columns and floors of marble buried under the 
rubbish all over the island and mainland city, and 
sunk in the sea along the shore for miles, and thousands 
of pieces of stone wrought into columns, capitals, and 
panels have been carried away to Joppa, Acre, Bei- 
rut and other cities, and built into modern houses or 
burnt into lime, and this work is still <roh\<r on. 
Those that lie in the sea are fretted and perforated 
by ages of exposure to storms and tempests. Their 
number and style attest the grandeur of this once 
proud metropolis. 

On the mainland there is a ruined Cathedral 
Clmreh, which dates from the earliest ages, and has 
memories lingering around it of the pleasing old histo- 
rian, William of Tyre, who was also a bishop of Tyre, 
and officiated within those walls. 

It was one of the most beautiful churches which 
the Crusaders built in Palestine; its length was 205 
feet, and nearly 140 wide, and has this peculiarity, 
that the transept projects 15 feet on each side. The 
other proportions and plans are similar to those of 
other churches at Samaria and Lydda. It has three 
naves and three apses, separated by a balustrade. 
This church was partly constructed from the spoils of 
ancient Temples. On the ground now lie prostrate 
magnificent columns carved in rose granite, monoliths 


which hv their dimension? must have originally been 
part- of structure- of the first order, and which were, 
undoubtedly the central pillars of the cathedral. The 
window.- are curiously ornamented on the outside, 
ha\in_r a scroll and fretwork, indented and rectangu- 
lar. 

The arch rests on an abacus with a very elaborate 
pattern. 

The only part of this edifice now standing is the 
east end, the three apses enclosed in the wall of the 
modern city. The walls are built against by tbe mud- 
lnits of the poor, like huge swallows’ nests plastered 
into all tbe corners and transepts, and the ragged 
women and children fill the place with their noisy 
gabble, where bad been heard in eloquent tones the 
voices of Paulinns its Pfishop, and a brother of Euse- 
bius, who wrote the consecration sermon, which we still 
have, and also wrote the early history of the church, 
and of William of Tyre, the bishop and historian, 
and greater than thc-e, Origen, who may he said to 
ha\ e saved the IIolv Scriptures from oblivion through 
his labors of a long lifetime, in collecting, translat- 
ing and arranging, from every country, the scattered 
fragments. This historic ruin now echoes to the 
gossip of poor Arabs who watched its slow decay 
ever since the last religious service was held in it — 
almo-t the last held by the Crusaders in Palestine. 

At the time of Christ, Tyre contained a population 
of about 1 50, nOO souls, hut since it has been under 
Turkish rule (\.n. 1-fil), it has rapidly declined until 
it is now only a miserable Aral) village of .'>,000 in- 
habitants. many of the dwellings being constructed 


Tyre as it now ia. 







of stone, which had done service in the walls 
splendid ancient public edifices and dwellings. 

Throughout the old city heaps of debris and rub- 
bish are found, in some of which piles of broken glass 
(doubtless the waste of the factories of ancient Tyre), 
and broken shells of the kind that furnished the 
famous purple dye,* have been discovered. 

The traveler Sandys, writing in 1G10, says of Tyre, 
“ This once famous Tyre is now no other than an 
heap of ruins ; yet have they a reverent respect ; and 
do instruct the pensive beholder with their exemplary 
frailty.” 

In alluding to its fountains he says, “ We passed 
certain cisterns some miles and better distant from 
the city ; which are called Salmon’s by the Christians 
of this country, I know not why, unless these are they 
which he mentions in the Canticles. Square they 
are and large ; replenished with living water, which 
was in times past conveyed by aqueducts into the 
orchards.” 

The silence, desolation, and ruins of this once opu- 
lent city, all attest the complete fulfilment of the pro- 
phesies of its destruction. 

“ And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and 
break down her towers : I will also scrape her dust 
from her, and make her like the top of a rock.” 

“It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the 
midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord 
God : and it shall become a spoil to the nations.” 


* Robert Morris, in 1808, was so fortunate as to find a glass 
bottle among the rubbish, holding about three pints, and nearlj 
perfect. 






hills which are dotted with many villages cosily 
bowered in groves of olive, orange, lemon, and pome- 
granate trees, there stands a grand and massive sarco- 
phagus lifted high on a solid pedestal of limestone, 
with a deep arched well or large cistern near it. This 
sarcophagus is 12 ft. 11 in. long by 7 ft. S in. wide, and 

3 ft. G in. high; the lid is roof-shaped and 3 ft. G in. 
high. The lid is apparently unfinished in the respect 
that there are none of the elevated corners so constant 
a feature in all other tombs in this vicinity, and as 
appears in the illustration; the shape of the stone 
favors the supposition that the corners may have been 
broken off. The base is formed of three tiers of 
stones each 13 feet long, by nearly 11 ft. wide. 

The stones forming the third course project a little 
all around, and are 15 feet long, 10 wide, and 3 feet 

4 inches thick. The next on which the coffin rests is 
12 feet 3 inches long, and 8 feet thick.* 

The view is from the west end, from which direc- 
tion it is seen to the best advantage. There is no at- 
tempt at finish anywhere ; the great blocks of stone 
were only squared and laid over one another, without 
any intentional architectural effect beyond the slightly 
decreasing size of the immense blocks. The cap- 
stone or lid is raised in the centre like a roof, in the 
manner of other lids of sarcophagi, which are found 
scattered about in many parts of Palestine. 

The east end of this tomb has been broken open, 
but whether by robbers in search of plunder or bv 
curiosity-seekers is not known. With the exception 

* These dimensions were taken by Robert Morris in ISOS, who 
made the most accurate measurement of them ever yet taken. 








< f ihe) irak this monument has not boon injured, and 
(•BP « ] \ ^ho\v> the touches of time during’ the many ceil* 
t n't' it ha- been exposed to the severe winter storms 
c f thb o»a>t. 

The Mte wa> well selected for the sepulchre of the 
great Phccmcian king, being high on the 1 brow of a 
hill, or rather on the crest of a range of hills, where 
the c\e may look over the plain to the sea and the 
citw which once boasted of its rule on that sea as a 
g< >d. 

Idle commanding location of this tomb, its massive 
proportions and neighboring ruins, are strongly cor- 
rub »rative of the tradition that this was the last rest- 
ing place of King Solomon's friend. It is of great 
antiquity, and the surrounding ruins indicate that this 
was only the central body, around and over which 
was a structure adorned in a st\le belitting the pur- 
pose. t lie age, and the wealth of the nation, which 
hoa-ted of its advanced position among the cult i- 
\ated nations. 

There are several other tombs scattered about in 
the liohb in this vicinity, which are popularly said to 
ha\e been those of various members of King Hiram's 
family. 

These stone coffins are still quite numerous in this 
part of Pale-tine, although the Mohammedans have 
been breaking them up for building purposes, or 
burning them into lime for ages. Several hundred 
arc ‘-till King about the hill near Khan Klnildeh, 
twcl\c miles south of Beirut. Some of them are or- 
namented with carvings of flowers, wreaths of leaves, 
cherubs Baal head figures of warriors, very well de- 
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signed, and nearly all have raised corners, somewhat 
like a horn. 

But nowhere is there any instance of an inscription, 
mark, or character, except on the colli n of the King 
of Sidon, which was brought to light a few years 
since. 

The whole vicinity of Hiram’s tomb abounds in 
ruins of Phoenician character, the most important of 
which is a pavement in colored marble covering the 
whole inside area of a heathen temple, with figures of 
Greek and Phoenician deities, each with the name cut 
in ancient Greek or Phoenician letters on each side of 
the head and inside of a circle. There arc altogether 
40 gods and goddesses portrayed ; besides on one side 
4S circles containing fishes, animals, and fowls, and 
on the other G4 circles of the same character. Be- 
tween the columns are animals chasing each other, 
such as leopards, lions, bears, chasing deer, boars, rab- 
bits, etc. There is quite a natural history in this 
pavement. Some Greek words and names found here 
may help to fix the date of the structure, which has 
not yet been determined. 

The number of important ruins in this part of 
Phoenicia is so great as to fill a large volume, with 
even a slight notice of each, proving that the Phoeni- 
cians were a highly-cultivated, skilful, and wealthy 
people, fond of the fine arts and full of public spirit. 
Their descendants who now occupy the country arc 
simply barbarians in comparison, caring little for the 
arts, bent only on a fanatical display of veneration 
and devotion to God, and — his prophet Mohammed. 



TASS OF THE JORDAN. 

The difficulties in the way of determining the 
place where the army of Jephtha held tlie ford of the 
Jordan againt the Ephraimites, disappear oil an ex- 
amination of the topography of the country on each 
bank of the river. 

Its tributaries on the east and west side, all run 
between ranges of rocky hills, the ravines all running 
south-east or south-west, towards the river. At the 
junction of the Wady Fcrah with the Jordan, a sand- 
bar has been formed, which constitutes this ford or pass. 

The travel between two important cities — Sheehcm 
on the west side of the river, and IJamoth Gilead on 
the east, was over a main highway, which leads to 
the river at this ford. This is also the most reliable 
ford between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, 
especiallv after a rain, when the other fords are sure 
to be impassable, this one, from the great width of 
the river at this place, is practicable ; this, with the 
historical and traditional evidence, leaves no room to 
doubt that this is the pass at which the guards were 
stationed to intercept the Ephraimites. 

BATTLE WITH THE EH1 UATMITES. 

And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves to- 
gether, and went northward, ami said unto Jephthah, 
Wherefore passedest thou over to tight against tho 
children of Ammon, and did>t not call us to go with 
thee? we will burn thine house upon thee with fire. 

And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people 
were at great strife with the children of Ammon ; and 
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when I called you, ye delivered me not out of tlieii 
hands. 

And when I saw that ye delivered /,** not, I put 
iny life in my hands, and passed over against the 
children of Ammon, and the Lord delivered them 
into my hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto 
me this day, to fight against me? 

Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of 
Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men of 
Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gilead- 
ites are fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimitcs, 
and among the Manassitcs. 

And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan 
before the Ephraimitcs: and it was so , that when 
those Ephraimitcs which were escaped said, Let me 
go over, that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art 
thou an Ephraimite ? If he said, Nay ; 

Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and 
he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pro- 
nounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him 
at the passages of Jordan : and there fell at that time 
of the Ephraimitcs forty and two thousand. 

And Jephthah judged Israel six years : Then died 
Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in one of the 
cities of Gilead. (Judges xii. 1 to S.) 

jeiuitiia’s daughter. 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, 
and lie passed over Gilead, and Manassch, and passed 
over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Misspell of Gilead 
he passed over unto the children of Ammon. 

And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and 
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sai 1, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into mine hand?, 

Then it tdiall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of 
the di*»r& of my liou-e to meet me, when I return in 
]> aee from the children of Ammon, shall surely be 
the Lord*-, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering. 

So Jephthah pa-sod over unto the children of Am- 
mon to light again-t them; and the Lord delivered 
them into Ins hands. 

And he smote then from Arucr, even till thou come 
to Minnith, urn twenty cities, and unto the plain of 
the vinevards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the 
children of Ammon were subdued before the children 
of I Ha el. 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, 
and, behold his daughter came out to meet him with 
timbrel:- and with dances: and the mts /a* only child ; 
boido her be bad neither son nor daughter. 

And it came to pats, when he saw her, that he rent 
hi- cloth**, and said, AA/v, m[/ dawjht* r ! thou has 
brought me very low, and thou art one of them that 
trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto the 
Lord, and I cannot go hack. 

And the .-aid unto him, My father, if thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according 
io that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth ; for* 
a-umcli as the Jy>rd hath taken vengeance fur thee of 
Lhine enemies, ccm of the children of Ammon. 

And she said unto her father, Let this thing be 
done forme: let me alone two months, that 1 may go 
up a d down upon the mountaius, and bewail my 
virginitv, I and in v fed lows. 
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And lie said, Go. And lie sent her away for two 
months: and she went with her companions, and be- 
wailed her virginity upon, the mountains. 

And it came to pass at the end of two months, that 
she returned unto her father, who did with her accord- 
ing to his vow which he had vowed : and she knew 
no man. And it was a custom in Israel, 

That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament 
the daughter of Jcphthah the Gileadite four days in 
a year. (Judges xi. 20 to 40.) 


MT. LEBANON, 

WERE FLOATED TO JOPPA FOR T1IE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON. 

The mountain range known as Lebanon is in the 
northern part of Palestine, and runs parallel with 
the coast of the Mediterranean. Lebanon begins at 
the river Litany, two miles north of Tyre, and ex- 
tends one hundred miles n. e., terminating at the 
river Nahr-el-Kebcr. Petween the base of Lebanon 
and the sea is the long, narrow plain of Phenieia — 
the Phoenicia so famed in ancient history. 

The region of the famous cedars of Lebanon is 
near the northern end of the range, and n. e. of the 
mouth of the river Nalir-cl-Kclb (the ancient Lyons). 
From the small bay at the mouth of this river the 
cedar timber for Solomon’s Temple was conveyed in 
floats to Joppa. Py reference to the illustration, a 
correct idea of the situation of this historic locality 
may be had. In the foreground is the bay, and on 
the right are the points which jut out into it n. e. of 
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Beirut. wWc every foot is cultivated or beautified 
with fruit or shade trees, with here and there a 
grav wall uf some house — the residence of the wealthy 
merchants uf Beirut. The mouth of the Nahr-el- 
lvell> is discovered ju^t beyond the rocky promontory 
across the bay. On the promontory are inscriptions 
and .sculptures engraved by tlie conquerors uf Syria, 
from Egypt, Assyria, and Macedonia. Above, far 
away in the distant sky, the peaks of Lebanon are 
teen whitened with eternal snows. 

The la<t relies of the primeval cedar forests are 
found on the highest ridges of the range, feet 

above the level of the sea ; and one group of cedars is 
close under the highest dome of the mountains, which 
is called Thor-el-Chodib, and is 10,200 feet high. 
There are only a few of the original patriarchs left in 
tlie midst of about 400 smaller trees. The largest 
measure 48, 40, 334, and 20 feet in circumference. 

There is another grove near Ain-Zchateli, on the 
road from Beirut to Damascus ; and Professor Ehren- 
burg found tlie cedar growing quite abundantly on 
those parts of tlie mountain north of the road from 
Baalbek. 

Hundreds of villages are scattered along the sides 
of Lebanon, some of them built amid labyrinths of 
rocks — and on the sides of steep cliffs. Every avail- 
able spot is cultivated, producing figs, grapes, and 
olives in abundance. 

The ruins of ancient temples have been discovered 
in various parts of Lebanon ; some of them high up 
the mountain, where it must have been very dillienlt 
to build — all exhibiting a style of architecture similar 





MT. LEBANON, AND BAY KltUM WHICH THE CEDARS WERE FLOATED TO JUl'l’A. 






to the remarkable structures of Jlaalbek. Tlie mins 
of one of these temples are visible from lleirut. It 
was built of immense hewn stone without eminent, and 
with large columns in front. It is now little more 
than a heap of ruins. 

Lurkhardt found the ruins of four other similar 
temples on different parts of the mountain. 


JOPPA 

is on the coast, and 35 miles n.w. of Jerusalem. 
In the distribution of the land by Joshua it was mven 
to Dan, and has been known to history ever since.* 
The city is situated on a promontory which rises to 
the hight of 150 feet, is crowned with a fortress, and 
presents views of historic interest in every direction. 
Towards the north Sharon and Carmel are seen. To 
the south the plains of Philistia. To the east the hills 
of Ephraim and Judea raise their towering heads, and 
to the west is extended the Mediterranean. The city 
is walled around on the south and east towards the 
land, and partially so on the north side, towards the 
sea. The site is very steep, so that, viewed from 
several points, the buildings have the appearance of 
standing on one another. The present population of 
the city is 15,000. With the exception of Ciesarea 
this was the only harbor possessed by the ancient 
Jews, and was then, as it is now, the seaport of Je- 
rusalem The harbor is formed by a low ledge of 
* About 1443 B.c, 
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nvks which extend from the promontory into the sea, 
and is shoal and insecure. 

The cedar timber from Lebanon and materials 
fmm T\ re for Solomon's Temple were landed here, 
and with the insecurity of the lmrbur, and the bight 
of the cliffs where they were landed, the undertaking 
must have been both hazardous and laborious. 

IIEBROX. 

ITS SINGULAR MOSQUE AND IMPORTANT RELICS OF 

ANTIQUITY — ITS FANATICAL PEOPLE. 

Jlebron is 1C miles s.s.e. of Jerusalem, and is beauti- 
fully* situated among the mountains, in a valley mu* 
ninij from north to south. Jlebron is one of the very 
oldest cities in the world still existing — being a well- 
known town when Abraham entered Canaan, 37S3 
vears ago. Its original name was Ivirjaih Arba, and 
was sometimes called Mamre. This city was the favor- 
ite residence of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
scene of some of 1 1 ic most striking events in their 
lives. Upon the death of his wife, Sarah, Abraham 
bought from Kphron the llittitc the field and cave of 
Much pci ah, to serve as a family tomb. 

Jlebron was taken by Joshua from the Canaanites, 
and was afterwards assigned to the Lcvites and mado 
a city of refuge. Here David dwelt during the seven 
and a half years of his reign over Judah. It was 
also here that Absalom raised the standard of revolt 
again.-t his father. 

A short time before the capture of Jerusalem, this 
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city was burned by an oflicer of Vespasian ; and 
about die beginning of the lath century it mils mken 
by the crusaders. In l.ts7 it reverted to the .Mos- 
lems, and has since remained in their hands. 

At present Hebron is an nmvalled city, containing 
nine musks and two synagogues. The streets are 
narrow, and the houses arc built of stone with tint 
roofs, surmounted by domes. The manufactories of 
glass arc in the narrow, dark lanes near the north 
part of the city. The principal articles made are 
lamps, and rings of colored glass, the latter worn by 
women on their arms and lingers as ornaments. 
Large crates of these articles may be seen standing 
in the streets ready to be loaded on camels for trans- 
portation to Egypt and various parts of Palestine. 

The environs of the city are very fertile, furnish- 
ing the finest vineyards in Palestine ; also numerous 
plantations of olive-trees, and excellent pasturage. 

The population is now about 5,000, and the inhabi- 
tants arc the wildest, most lawless, and desperate 
people in the Holy Land ; and it is a singular fact that 
they now sustain the same mutinous character as did 
the rebels of ancient times, who armed with David 
against baul, and united with Absalom against David. 

Among the remains of antiquity are those of two 
stone reservoirs; the largest being 130 feet square 
and 21 feet deep. They are still in daily use, and 
one of them tradition says was the “pool in Hebron'’ 
above which David lmng the assassins of IshboHicth. 
Put by far the most ancient relic here is the ca\e of 
-Machpelah — Abraham's family tomb, and the burial- 
place of the Patriarchs. It bears evidence of <-reat 
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antiquity ; ami both tradition and the best authorities 
concur in locating the cave of Muehpelah here. It is 
covered hv a Mosk — a large and singular structure, 
with lofty minarets at the corners. Tlie exterior build- 
ing is large and lofty, and is in the form of a parallelo- 
gram 2o<> feet in length by 115 feet in width. The 
walls arc built of very large stones, beveled and 
finhhed similar in all respects to the most ancient 
parts of the temple enclosure at Jerusalem ; indi- 
cating the high antiquity of the structure, and that 
it was built by the same j>eoj>le, and the same class 
of builders as the temple of Solomon. 

No Christian is allowed to enter this building ; but 
at the left of the principal entrance of the Ilaram is 
a small hole in the massive wall through which the 
Jews arc permitted at certain times to look into the 
interior, and here they may be seen Availing and read- 
ing prayers. 

The .Mohammedans of Hebron arc very bigoted, 
and jealous of strangers, especially Jews. A few 
years since a couple of travelers — a Jew and a Chris- 
tian — stopped for a moment to look up at the marble 
stairs leadirg to the tomb of Abraham, when imme- 
diately a crowd came out of the bazars, and with 
threats and iierce gesticulations drove them a wav. 

Another very interesting relic is found up the 
valley, about a mile from the town. It is an im- 
mense oak tree, one of the largest in Palestine, as its 
branches extend over a space of nearly a hundred 
feet in diameter. This is believed by some to be the 
veritable oak under which Abraham pitched his tent 
— it still bears bis name. 









PALMYRA. 


ANCIENT TADMOR. 


Tliis city was founded by king Solomon about 905 
b.c., and is 245 miles n.e. of Jerusalem, in lat. 34°1S', 
and 3S°13 / e. Ion. from Greemvicb. It is situated on 
the borders of the Arabian desert, in the midst of a 
dreary wilderness, remote from human habitation. 
Tadmorwas about 10 miles in circumference, and the 
ruins show that it once contained some of the most 
splendid edifices of antiquity. 

To facilitate trade and commerce, king Solomon 
built store cities along the great trade routes through 
his dominions, in which provisions and other supplies 
for caravans and travelers were collected. Tadmor 
was one of those store cities. 

“ And Solomon went to Ilamath Zobah, and prevail- 
ed against it. 

“ And he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and all 
the store cities, which he built in Hamath.” — (2 
Chron. viii.) 

Its original name was preserved till the time of 
Alexander, who extended his conquest to this city, 
and changed its name to Palmyra. 

In a.d. 211, it become a Roman colony under Cara- 
calla. Subsequently, in the reign of Gallienns, the 
Roman Senate invested Oleanthus — a senator of Pal- 
myra — with the regal dignity, on account of his ser- 
vices in defeating Sapor, king of Persia. On the 
assassination of Oleantlms, his celebrated wife, Zeno- 
bia, conceived the design of erecting Palmyra into 
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n n independent monarchy ; and in tlic prosecution of 
tlii- object, she ft>r a while successfully resisted the 
]b ilium jinnies, hut was at length defeated and taken 
captive l>v the Emperor Aurclian (a.d. 27d), who left 
a Roman garrison in Palmyra. This garrison was 
mu- acred in a revolt, and Aurclian punished the 
city by the execution not only of those who were 
taken in arms, but likewise common peasants, old 
men, women, and children. From this blow the city 
never recovered. 

The present appearance of Palmyra is indeed most 
striking. An awful stillness pervades the ruins; 
they stand as lonely and silent as when the last Pal- 
myrenes left their city forever. The long lines of 
Corinthian columns, seen at a distance, are peculiarly 
imposing, and seem like sentinels guarding the tomb 
of the dead city. 

The principal ruins arc: tlic great Temple, the 
Temple of the Sun, the great Colonnade, suppo-ed to 
have consisted of lot it) columns, and the Necropolis. 

In the space around the ruins, sometimes a palace 
is found, of which nothing remains but the court and 
walls; sometimes a temple whose peristyle is half 
thrown down; then a portico, a gallery, and a trinm- 
] hal arch. Lying around in e\ery direction are 
\a^t stones, half buried, with broken entablatures, 
mutilated friezes, di&tignrod reliefs, violated tombs, 
and altars deliled by dust. The grand old ruins of 
the ancient city contrast strangely with the Tadmorof 
tlic pre>cnt day — mud lmts inhabited by Arab*. 

The Necropolis of Palmyra lies a short distance 
N. w. of the Temple of the Sun, in the side of a ruv- 
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mo. Tl.c tombs arc very numerous and of simmlai 
form, being towers of from two to live stories hi-di 
One, tl.c tomb of Jambliclms, built in A . „ :-> is s 7il] 
recognizable, but very 'much dilapidated, its stabs 
crumbled away, and the top story gone. An inscrip, 
t.on m honor of tl.e deceased is engraved on a tab- 
let over tl.e door-way. The tomb of JUauains is one 
of the most curious structures found here. It is 
lofty tower, fifteen feet square, the principal apart- 
ment of which is ornamented with four Corinthian 
pilasters, one on each side, with recesses between 
them for mummies. Each recess is divided into live 
tiers by shelves, only one of which remains in position. 

. ^-herc was formerly a large number of mummies 
in tl.e?e sepulchres, but the Arabs have carried them 
away and destroyed them in hopes of discovering 
treasure. 

Some of the sculptures, now remaining in their 
original position in the palaces and tombs in Palm via, 
arc models of decorative art. These works indicate 
a period of high art culture, when architecture, sculp- 
ture, and painting were employed to a great extent 
m public buildings, for both ornamentation and re- 
ligions purposes. The solidity of the walls, and the 
excellence of the workmanship, of columns, cornices, 
and sculptures, and the completeness of the designs of 
the several structures, arc marks of great wealth and 
fine taste. 
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BAALBEK. 

ini* i»n vNinir u and r.i \rtv ok its itrixs kino i-oL- 

tiMc.N 5 ."LVL 

1 ‘..I'iHn'K i- VX* mile- x. x. r. of Jern*dmi, on tin* 


> ,.J A ti-Li banon, at the opening 
\ •' nto ti t* pla n LI l>nka. 


a mia. 



1 i extent 1 * r.ftlliok was inferior to many La-tern 
tili - ; but in the si/e and magnificence ot it- p'uO'ir 
t b 'U-, and the immcn-o size t »f many of the -tones 
w huh ill they were built, this ancient cit\ u a- with* 
tint a i i\ al. 

The ifr.it id mins of I'aalhok Mand at the western 
ext. e nit v of the town, and jiM witli’n the modem 
u till. There are three orders of arehiteeture. e\ ident- 
ls bel* ooiut: to :e> many distinct era-. 1 ir-t, the 
*• if.nl >n> \\ all- and pint f Tin-, built of hew n -t«nie- 
, t r.u nno'i- . -i/e, and tnnetsed by \anlted pa— ajes 
in -«*\er i! directions ; >eei»mlly, two \ery laiijc tem- 
|»?( -, of a later date, Minnonntin^ the platform-; 
t i nb\ , the m ► lent or Saracenic wall- an l tow er-, iu- 
e* j. ate 1 with the original >trnetnrcs when the place 
\ .> r. ixcrted into a fortress. The model n addition* 

, if « d 11\ bi i't a)* of eon lire*, archil rn\ e-, and pillar-, 
a d ii e ajfrMiMi-lv eontrn-t with the venerable re ie^ 
\ hilt e\ CMeinnln r and ob-enro. 

r l bo -ite of tlie ruin- is nearly a dead lewd, on 
\ 1 i i U> been reared a platform loon feet loii^, hno 
1 id, nod \ an in** f mm 1 a to .*)0 feet in hii^lit. d his 
] i l- mi K eompo.-ed of lnn;e cut stone.*, three of 
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which mv so lav^o thnt it seems nierovl »1 o t . 1 
eon hi have Ivon qtnimovh ami l> \ * _ t 1 
v|nnn\ a mile vl.stant ami p aw l 1 } >Ui 
tool above t ho fouiulaUo’A In a* \ 1 - 

One v't tho>o Monos mouMnv* t» 1 ft ^ i v A > 

It' t v'v't in whltli.niul l l foot th A ; u.o oi vt 

van nun h from it in sLv\ In t *o v ■ \ u • <• il 

v't those **ivat stones ti \ shovh iw \ v 

wlihh is ih'foot Ion**. IT wnlo. l l ' A. v, v 
tv' wv'i^h l loo tons. \l:ni\ oOw v- v^ 
turn mv tivnt -A tv' bo foot Ioji:;. v v * * \ 

s v' v'f the ulwO. rilv'M' stv' O'* .1 v' V W ■ t 

bovelvxl v\h;v exactly hho tho > v 1 v'> in v 1 

vlat'on walls v'f tho I'omplo eiivlo* v' at Ju * 
trom w hiv h it vronlvl appear that Ivh M v* mu v 
tho wv'ilx v'f tho same jvoj'lo, cowl t v' v/ 0 v ' 1 - 
bn vlv'i's, Vnu'n^' thv' oltios me t o* v 1 \ t 1 *.* > 
ohaptor of Ouvnivlos. as boin.:: bmb n K > 
nu m \s Ihniath. in I obanom I' 10 > 00 [:\ 

ami > tnatn'U von eloavlv uK'ut m\> it w '1 
Jvwphus also mentions l Van lath ns v' v‘ v t t 
v't ploastiiv built In ^olonnut m Sm k **'i ,, ■ 
it" tom potato eb.mato ami water, a* vl tho v\ 
its l uts. 

Ho Arabs v'f tlu' piv>o' t v’ i\ be' o\o 
foamier v't I'aallvb was a *pcat u 1 v . 
t ,io>e hu.;v strueftnvs In t 10 ixnw»« v t v 
wonis. a» vl that if the unnv> N.i v t S 
bo fv'UUvl, tho satin' power eo iKi 1 v'\\ v - 

I n' ptinoipal nuns of Uta’lA •„ V ' t’ 
lVmph\ ami the IVnipIo of t v 
wa\> of tho temples ami the om A • v> e. • \ * » 
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to the four cardinal points of the compass. The 
mail 1 entrance fronts the east, and was formerly ap- 
proached by a grand staircase, leading to a portico 
tlanked bv hand>oine pavilions on the right and left. 

To the westward of this is a hexagonal court ISO 
feet in diameter, strewn with columns, mutilated 
capitals, and the remains of pilasters, entablatures, 
and cornices ; around it is a row of ruined cdiiiccs 
which lift y years ago displayed all the ornaments of 
the richest architecture — but they are now very much 
weather-worn and broken. Further to the west is a 
quadrangular court 250 feet wide by 83G in length. 
At one end of this court are six enormous and 
majestic columns — the glory of Baalbek, and nearly 
all that is left of the temple dedicated to the “Great 
God of Heliopolis” (Baal). They arc the principal 
objects in every view of the ruins. The shafts of 
these columns are 21 feet 8 inches in circumference, 
and 50 feet high, which with base and entablature 
gives the bight from the ground to the top of the 
pediment, 120 feet. The length of this editice was 
202 feet by 100 in width. In 1751 there were nine 
of the columns standing; but three have since fallen. 

In the modern wall arc found several bases, and 
other fragments of the fallen columns. 

Flanking the court of the great temple arc the 
ruins of several smaller structures, forming a sort of 
gallery with chambers, several of which arc traced 
in each of the principal wings. These chambers were 
decorated with most beautifully sculptured niches 
and pediments, friezes, and cornices. The beauty of 
some of the friezes is beyond all praise. A bold cor- 
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nice all along the wall gives a line effect to the whole 
by forming alternately a semicircle and pointed pedi- 
ment over each recess. Fragments of the columns 
that formed the front of these chambers are of beau- 
tiful granite. 

Various are the conjectures as to the use of tlio«o 
apartments: Were they chapels or shrines for the 
worship of subordinate deities?— or recesses for the 
philosophers to sit and lecture in?— or was the great 
court a forum, and these places intended for the con- 
venience of merchants or civil functionaries? 

The Temple of the Sim stands south of the fjrcat 
temple, and the platform on which it stands adjoins 
the great one, but is considerably lower. The Temple 
of the Sun is one of the most perfect monuments of 
its kind in .Baalbek, if not in the whole world. Its 
dimensions are 192 feet in length by 9G in width. 
It was formerly surrounded by a peristyle of Corin- 
thian columns, the shafts alone of which were 45 
feet high and 5 feet in diameter. They each con- 
sisted of three pieces of stone so admirably fitted 
together that not space enough can be found between 
them to admit the point of a penknife. The north 
and south sides were each ornamented by fourteen of 
these magnificent pillars — of which nine on t he north 
and five on the south are still standing. At the west 
end were eight, of which the three most southerly arc 
perfect — the others broken or prostrate. 

The fi-ieze and cornice arc elegant and complete. 
The soffit of the peristyle is concave, and the panels 
arc sculptured in imitation of network, a scries of 
large busts and mythological designs running down 
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(lie centre — cadi in tlic middle of a large diamond, 
and smaller busts occupying tlie angles formed by 
the interlacing compartments — a most intricate and 
indescribable design, but very beautiful. 

The portico consisted of two rows of columns, of 
which only four remain perfect. The frieze and 
cornice above these four columns are in the same ex- 
cellent style and finish. A battleincnted tower lias 
been built over them by the Saracens, who have bar- 
barously raised a huge wall directly in front of the 
gate of the temple. The width of this portico is 22 
feet ; it is composed of nine stones, six forming the 
sides and three the top; the key-stone has slipped 
partly through, and hangs ominously overhead. The 
injuries the temple has sustained have most of them 
resulted from barbarian violence; the columns es- 
pecially have been destroyed for the sake of the iron 
bars by which they were held together. 1 hit the 
tottering condition of the beautiful portal was pro- 
duced by a concussion more destructive than even the 
mutilating hand of the ^Mohammedan — the irreat 
earthquake of 1 750. 

About 450 feet from the south-east angle of the 
Temple of the Sun is a beautiful little Corinthian 
temple — circular, and pierced externally with niches 
each flanked by two columns, so as to give the struc- 
ture the appearance of an octagon. Earthquakes 
have sadly shaken this little edifice, so that now only 
four pillars arc standing. .Beneath the great plat- 
form on which the two temples stand are spacious 
vaulted passages of very massive architecture, and 
solidly constructed. Two of them run parallel with 
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each other from east to west, and arc connected ] >y a 
third running at right angles to them from north to 
south. They are now used as storehouses and grana- 
ries. Beneath the Temple of the Sun there are sub- 
terranean chambers, with llighfs of stops leadin'- 
down to them from the interior of the temple; they 
are lighted from above, and by openings in the side 
of the platform. What the original destination of 
these chambers was, it is now impossible to tell; but 
the Arabs, who ascribe the whole structure to the 
great magician King Solomon, and the Djins who 
wrought his behests, imagine them to be deposi- 
tories for treasure. Indeed, it is the universal belief 
among the Turks and Arabs, that every great mass 
of ruins covers mighty heaps of treasure; nor can 
they be persuaded that travelers visit them for anv 
other purpose than that of carrying away the spoils." 

At a short distance west of the great ruins stand 
eight stumpy columns of Egyptian granite, highly 
polished, and for the most part without a scratch on 
them. One of these columns is distinguished from 
the rest by its green quartz. These columns are true 
Egyptian granite, and as no such rock is found any- 
where in Syria, the query is suggested — how could 
pillars fifteen feet long and three feet in diameter he 
brought over Mt. Lebanon, which is diilietilt for 
travelers to cross, even unencumbered ? 

Baalbek is now a wretched Syrian village, with a 
population of less than 200 ; and the day is not far 
distant when the jackal and hyena will be undis- 
puted masters of this once splendid city. 
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IIAMATII. 

oxn of king solomox’s store cities. 

Ilamath is :i very ancient city; and was the princi- 
pal city of upper Syria at the time of the exodus (i:.o. 
1101). Tli is city, like Jerusalem and Damascus, has 
retained considerable importance from the very earli- 
est times to the present day. 

It is 250 miles x. x. is. of Jerusalem, and is si- 
tuated in the valley of the Orontes, about halfway 
between its source, near Baalbek and the bend which 
it makes at Jisr II ad id. A part of the valley of the 
O routes at one time constituted the kingdom of 
Ilamath. 

King Solomon look the kingdom of Ilamath , and 
made the cltg a depot for stores and sujgdics. lie 
also built otto r store cities in the district . 

The government of Ilamath includes about 120 
inhabited villages, and 75 that have been abandoned, 
comprising most of the ancient kingdom of Hamath. 
The city now, as of old, stand* on both sides of the 
river, which is spanned by four bridges. The upper 
part of the city is supplied with water from the river 
by means of immense water wheels, in the rim of 
which buckets are so arranged as to empty themselves 
into stone aqueducts, which conduct the waler to 
the houses and gardens. There arc about a dozen of 
these wheels, t he largest being nearly 70 feet in 
diameter. Extensive ruins of the ancient parts of 
the city arc found scattered about here, but so much 
decayed as to be scarcely recognizable. The chief 
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trade of Hamath is with the Arabs, who buy hero 
their tent furniture and clothes; there is also a con- 
siderable trade in cottop, woolen, and silk. The 
present population is 30,000. 


gebal. 

ITS STONE SQUARE US. 

This was a very ancient seaport of Phenieia, 20 
miles n. of Beirut, and 182 miles from Jerusalem’ via 
Joppa and the Mediterranean. 

Gebal was situated on a spur of Lebanon, close to 
the shore, and had a fine harbor, but which is now 
filled with sand, ruins of quays, and buildings. 

The inhabitants were called Giblites— “ stone- 
sqnarers.” Hewers of stone from Gebal were em- 
ployed on Solomon's Temple. 

The ruins consist of the remains of a castle and 
extensive walls, and of beautiful columns. The ruins 
•of the castle exhibit some of the best specimens of 
ancient masonry to be found in Palestine. The stones 
in its walls are beveled, and some of them are 20 feet 
in length. The style of the columns, and the extent 
of the walls, indicate the size and importance of tho 
city. 

BEEKOTII. 

PRIVATE MARKS OF THE BUILDERS. 

.Beeroth is ten miles from Jerusalem, on tlio great 
road to Sliechem (Nab ulus). 
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A delegation of the inhabitants of this city — 
Kirjath-jearim, Chephirah, and Gibeon — by resorting 
to the stratagem of wearing old tattered garments, 
and representing themselves as having traveled from 
a far country, deluded Jo>hua into a treaty of peace 
with them, Peeroth is again mentioned in connec- 
tion with Kirjath-jearim and Chephirah, in the list of 
those who returned from Pabylon. The murderers 
of ltdibosheth belonged to this city. 

The modern town stands at the foot of a ridge, and 
contains about 700 inhabitants. Puins of considerable 
extent are found here, the stones having the Jewish 
bevel — the same as those in the foundations of Solo- 
mon's Temple at Jerusalem; and on one of the 
stones ic us found a grouji of the j)ri cute marks of 
the builders . 


KI Ft J A T 1 1 - J E A KIM. 

This city is first mentioned as one of the four cities 
of the Gibeonites, and is 0 miles x. w. of Jerusalem, 
oil the road from Jerusalem to Jaffa. Near Kirjath- 
jearim the band of Danites pitched their camp be- 
fore their expedition to Mount Ephraim and Eaisli, 
leaving their name attached to the spot long after- 
wards. One of the first names it bore was that of 
the Canaanite deity, Paal ; and it was doubtless the 
sanctity implied by its bearing that name that in- 
duced the people of Petli Shemoth to appeal to its in- 
habitants to relieve them of the Ark of Jehovah, 
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which was bringing such calamities on their untutored 
experience. The Ark remained in the house of Ahi- 
nadab, at Kirjath-jearim, 20 years; at the end of this 
time it was removed by David a short distance to the 
house of Obed-edom, where it remained until its re- 
moval to Jerusalem. There are but few of the ruins 
of this ancient city remaining, but those of t lie largest 
buildings indicate that they were built by the same 
class of men who erected the Temple of Solomon, as 
the stones have the same bevel and finish as those in 
the foundations of the Temple. On one of them was 
found a group of the private marks of the builders. 

The site is now occupied by the village of Kuryet- 
el-Enab, usually known as Abu Gosh, from the noted 
robber chief whose headquarters it used to be. 


SAMARIA, 

ITS BEAUTIFUL SITUATION AND GREAT STRENGTH — 
THE TOMB AND CHURCH OF ST. JOHN. 

Samaria is 40 miles N.byw. of Jerusalem, and 6 miles 
n.w. of Sheehem. Its situation is strong by nature, and 
very beautiful. It stands on a large hill, surrounded 
by a broad deep valley, which is enclosed by four 
hills — one on each side ; which are cultivated in ter- 
races to the top, sown with grain and planted with tig 
and olive trees, as is also the valley. 

The hill on which the ancient city was built, 
was chosen by Omri as the site of the capital of 
the kingdom of Israel. “lie bought the hill of 
Samaria of Shcmer for two talents of silver, and 
12 
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built on the hill, mid called the name of the city 
which he built, after the name of the owner of the 
hill, Samaria/’ 

This city was highly adorned with public buildings, 
and became the favorite residence of the kings of 
Israel instead of Sheehem and Thirzah, the former 
capitals. Ahab built here a palace of ivory, and a 
temple to Raal — whieli Jehu destroyed. The natural 
strength of the position, and its strong fortifications, 
rendered it nearly impregnable against the then sys- 
tem of warfare. The Syrians twice invaded it ; the 
first time b. c. 001, and again b. c. S92, but were both 
times repulsed, b. c. 7-4, it was attacked by the 
powerful Shalmaneser, king of Assyria ; but lie did 
not succeed in taking it until after a siege of three 
years — when he carried its people away captive. 
About GOT b. c. it was repeopled by Esar-lladdon with 
Cutliites from beyond the Tigris. The city was 
afterwards taken by Alexander the Great, who put a 
large part of the inhabitants to the sword, and per- 
mitted the remainder to settle in Shoehorn, lie re- 
placed them by a colony of Syro-Macedonians, and 
gave the adjacent territory to the Jews to inhabit. 
Afterwards the city came into the possession of Herod 
the Great, who colonized it with G,000 veterans and 
others, lie built a wall around it, and a magnificent 
temple in the centre. IIow long it maintained its 
splendor after Herod's improvements does not appear, 
and henceforth its history is uncertain. Septimius 
Severus planted a Roman colony there in the begin- 
ning of the third eentnrv. During the siege of Jem- 
salem it fell into the hands of the .Moslems. The 
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present village is small and poor, and contains about 

200 inhabitants. 

The most conspicuous ruins are those of the 
church dedicated to St. John the Baptist, erected ov, r 
the spot which tradition claims to he the place of h is 
burial. The walls remain entire to a considerable 
bight, and enclose a large space, in which are now 
a mosk and the small building over the tomb. The 
tomb is a small chamber cut deep in the rock, to 
which the descent is by twenty-one steps. It is siiid 
that during the reign of Julian the Apostate, the 
heathen broke open this sepulchre, burnt the bones 
and scattered the ashes to the winds. Other ruins 
are found on three terraces, and consist of a number 
of columns, twelve of which stand in a row, the others 
are scattered about. These columns are said to have 
belonged to the Serai, or Palace. On the second ter- 
race, heaps of stone, lime, and rubbish are found 
mixed with the soil in great profusion. On the third 
terrace but few traces of ruins are found. 

Most of the public edifices at Samaria appe.ar to 
have been the work of the same class of builders that 
built the Temple of Solomon at Jerusalem ; the 
Jewish rebate and bevel being the prevailing style 
and the private marks of the builders found on the 
stones here are similar to those on the stones in the 
Temple substructions. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


TITE CRADLE OF THE 13 UMAX RACE. 

The Garden of Eden. — Mount Ararat . — The disper 
vion of the pteoplc . — Their titration, or the ] daces 
occujncd hy them . — durst settlements of the human 
family. 

The region embraced between tbc Black and Cas- 
pian Seas on the north, and the Mediterranean Sea 
and Persian Gulf on the south, may well be regarded 
as the cradle of the human race, as it comprises the 
Garden of Eden, where man made his advent on 
earth ; and Mount Ararat, where the Ark rested after 
the flood subsided, and from whence the remnant of 
the human family went forth to repeople the earth. 
In this region their first settlements were made, and 
here the ruins of the first cities they built are found ; 
particularly on the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris, 
and on the east coast of the Mediterranean. 


TIIE GARDEN OF EDEN. 

The only data for determining the location of this 
important spot is found in Gen. ii. S, 11, 13, 14. As 
to the true interpretation of this account, the best 
authorities are about equally divided ; some claiming 
that it was in the district at the head waters of the rivers 









Euphrates and Tigris, and the Ara.xes and Phod„- 
whdeothers believe that it was between the Euphrates 
and ligrts, near their junction— about 1 do miles * ,,f 
the Persian Gulf. That one of these localities eon- 
tamed the Garden of Eden there can be but little 
doubt, as there is no other place which so nearly 
meets the requirements of the Scripture account 


MOUNT ARARAT 

A J menia ’ 775 lniIcs n -e. of Jerusalem, about 

oo K ° f tllC Caspian Sea > and is in 390 30' N. lat. and 
43° 40' e. Ion. from Greenwich. It rises directly out 
of the plain of the Araxes, and is the loftiest and 
most imposing mountain in this region, being 17,500 
feet above the level of the sea. About l,iOo”feet be- 
low’ the highest summit is a secondary summit, and 
between the two there is a gentle depression, in which 
it is believed the ark rested. 

Arguri is the only village known to have been 
built on the slopes of this mountain, and according to 
tradition it is the place where Noah planted °his 
vineyard. At the foot of the mountain is Naehdjc- 
van, where the patriarch is reported to have been 
buried. 


THE nnrEDIATE DESCENDANTS OF NOATT, AND THEIR 
LOCATION, OR TIIE PLACES OCCUPIED 1IY THEM. 

“ And the sons of Noah that went forth of the ark 
were Shem, Ham, and Japhet these are the 






?.»n« of ?\«»ah ; and of them was the whole earth over- 
spread/’ — (Gen. ix.) 

Of the descendants of ITam, were Nimrod and 
Canaan. Nimrod settled in the land of Sliinar, a dis- 
trict above the junction of the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris. ‘‘And t lie beginning of his kingdom was 
Pabel. and Ereeh, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land 
of Sliinar/" — (Gen. x.) 

Canaan occupied the east coast of the Mediterra- 
nean, from Sidon to Gaza, including the hill country 
in which Jerusalem was lmilt. 

The descendants of Shem were distributed from 
Mesha on the Persian Gulf, and towards Sephar, 
a mount of the east. “Py these were the isles of the 
Gentiles divided in their lands; everyone after his 
tongue, after their families, in their nations/’ 












CHAPTER IX. 

TITE FIRST CITIES BUILT — Til KIR RISE, FALL, AM) RUINS 
AS NOW SEEN.* 

Babylon , its vast extent — its fall — its remarkable 
ru i ns — Krech — A read — Cain eh — Xinereh , a sirt< h 
of its history — Its wonderful ruins and insrrij >- 
t ions — Da m ascus — B eth el — Shechem — Bcthlt h cm 
— Jericho — Rabbah — Gaza . 

BABYLON. 

ITS VAST EXTENT ITS FALL — ITS REXLVRKABLE RUINS. 

Babel, or Babylon, is the first in order of the four 
cities built or occupied by Nimrod. It is 300 miles 
n. w. of the Persian Gulf, 200 above the junction 
of the river Euphrates with the Tigris, and 530 miles 
e. n. e. of Jerusalem. Herodotus, who visited Baby- 
lon after its conquest by Cyrus, is considered the 
best authority as to a description of the city, as his 
account is corroborated by the testimony and re- 
searches of all subsequent writers, and by the explo- 
rations and excavations of the present age. 

lie describes the city as a quadrangle of 15 miles 
on each side, surrounded, iirst, by a deep, wide moat, 
filled with water; and next by a wall 87 feet wide 
and GO feet high. The 30 luuer courses of brick in 

* Hebron, Bceroth, Hamath, Jerusalem, Tyre, and Sidon, are 
also reckoned among the first cities. 
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the wall were wattled with reeds, and the \vl ole 
fomented by hot asphalt. On eaeh side of the top 
of the wall wn> a row of dwellings facing each other, 
the parage between being of snflicieut width to admit 
of turning a chariot with four horses. 

In the great wall there were 1<>() gates of brass, 25 
on each nde of the city ; and between every two gates 
a tower 10 feet high. Although the outer wall was 
the chief defense*, there was a second wall within, not 
much inferior in strength, hut narrower. 

The city was divided into two nearly equal parts, 
by the river Euphrates running from north to south ; 
and the wall, with wide quays outside, was carried 
along eaeh hank, the sides of the river being lined with 
brick. In the middle of eaeh division of the eity 
were fortified buildings; in one the royal palace, with 
a spacious and strong enclosure; and in the other the 
precinct of Jupiter Ikdns — a square building of 2 
furlongs on eaeh side. There were 50 streets in all, 
running from gate to gate; each street was 150 feet 
wide and 15 miles long. 

The houses were three and four stories high. A 
bridge, admirably constructed of stones, hound to 
get her with plates of lead and iron, was built across 
the river about the middle of the city. At eaeh end of 
the bridge was a palace, the old palace being on the 
eastern, and the new on the western, side of the river. 
The Temple of JJelus occupied an entire square of 
the city. In the middle of this precinct was built a 
solid tower of one stade, both in length and breath, and 
on this tower rose another, and so on to the number of 
eight. An ascent to these was by spiral stairs, winding 
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around the outside of the tower. About the middle 
of the ascent was a landing-place, with scats, where 
those ascending could rest; themselves ; and in tin* lop 
tower stood a spacious temple, and in the temple a 
beautiful conch, and by its side a table of gold. ’>o 
statue was erected in it; nor was any mortal allowed 
to pass the night there except only a native woman 
chosen by the god out of the whole nation. The 
Chaldeans, who were priests of this deity, sav the 
Temple did not attain its full splendor until the time 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who greatly enlarged and beau- 
tified it. The summit of the temple was devoted to 
astronomical purposes. Herodotus states that the 
Greeks learned from the Babylonians the pole star, 
the sun-dial, and the division of the day into twelve 
parts; and Calisthenes the philosopher obtained for 
Aristotle Chaldean observations for 1903 years — from 
the origin of the Babylonian monarchy to the time 
of Alexander. 

Berosus, a priest of Belus, appears to have sketched 
a history of the earlier times, from the delineations 
upon the walls of the Temple. 

From Strabo we learn that Alexander attempted 
to repair the tower, and employed 10,000 men two 
months in clearing away the rubbish, but he did not 
live to accomplish the undertaking. With the ex- 
ception of the stone bridge across the Euphrates, all 
the great works of Babylon were constructed of sun- 
dried and kiln-dried bricks, generally stumped with 
figures or letters. Straw or reeds were laid between 
the courses, and the whole cemented with bitumen, 
mortar, or slime. 
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The e untrv around 1.5a b\ Ion was intersected by 
huim roil* canal? ; tlio largest of these, the ro\al canal, 
cmmecud the Euphrates with the Tigris, ami was 
i aw liable fur merchant vessels. Strabo tells that 
Alexander inspected the canal* ami ordered them to 
be cleared out, ami that in clearing one in the marshes 
1 ar Arabia, he cl i .■'Covered ami examined the* sepul- 
chre of the kings, must of which were tit tinted 
aim ng the lakes. 

Enter writers — Diodorus and Strabo — describe yet 
imre wonderful monuments in jSnbyluii than are 
mentioned by Herodotus. Among these area tunnel 
under the Euphrates, subterranean banqueting 
n.K)iie of brass, and the famous hanging-gardens. 

The palace connected with the hanging-gardens was 
tineqiialcd in size and splendor. Its outer wall had 
a circuit of six miles, while within it were two other 
embattled wall" and a large tower. All the gates 
were of hra-". The interior oi the palace was Splen- 
didly decorated with statues of men and animals, 
and furnished with vessels of gold ami siher, and 
with every species of luxury, accumulated by Ne- 
buchadnezzar in his conquests. 

The population was estimated by Pliny to be 
but others placed it at a much lower 
figure, a" a considerable portion of the squares within 
the walk of tlie city was used for agricultural pnr- 
po-c', so as to render the city sclf-siMaining in the 
time of siege* ; consequently the population Would 
m t In* in proportion to tin* area of the city. L mlcr the 
n oi .Vbuchndnezzar, Pahvlon was the .Mistress 
of the East. Pharaoh Ncdio was the first to take nj) 









anns against her, and marched as f ;ir as mi 1, 

on the Euphrates, where he was defeated hy tl.e |; sl |„! 
Ionian army. It. was immediately after this meat 
battle that the Chaldeang marched upon Jem ;dem 
and carried captive to Jiahylon the Jcwi.,1. noble ’ 
n,,,OI, S Avhoul Daniel and his three friend ' 

Ilananiah, Michael, and Azariah, while Judea re- 
mained a province of the Babylonian monarchy. 

ITS DECL1XK. 

n. c. 550, Babylon was taken by Cvriw. Alexan- 
der the Great made it his ctipital, n. o. tAM, and 
died there n. c. 323. On the division of his eon- 
qnests, Babylon became the kingdom of Selciiein 
and his successors. Seleucns Xicator transferred the 
seat of empire to Selencia, 300 stadia distant, on 
the Tigris, after which Babylon rapidly declined, so 
that in the early days of Arab power it had dwindled 
to a mere name, and a. d. 1101 the present town of 
Ilillah was founded on a part of its site. 

RUINS. 

The rains of Babylon are vast in extent, indo'cri- 
bably grand and desolate, the extensive plain for miles 
around being covered with large mounds of earth 

and brick. Among the rubbish are fragments 

of pottery, glass, marble, and vitrified bricks, nnmy of 
the bricks bearing inscriptions, while the soil it-clf i-, 
so impregnated with nitre as to destroy all wge- 
tation. 

The most extensive ruins are five miles above Ilil- 
lah, on the loft bank of the Euphrates. Here are 


fou ml a series of artificial mounds of enormous size, 
consisting ehieily of three great masses of buildings 

the high pile of unbaked brick-work, called by the 

Arabs llabil, the building denominated the lvasr, or 
palace, and a lofty mound, upon which stands a mod 
crn tomb. 

The principal ruins are surrounded by lines of ram- 
parts, and an embankment along the river-side. 
Scattered over a large area, un both sides of the Eu- 
phrates, are a number of notable mounds, nearly all 
standing single. The most remarkable of these is 
the vast ruin called Birs Ximroud — the lemple of 
Beltis. This mound is 1 ( JS feet high, and lias on its 
summit a compact mass of brick-work, d 7 feet high 
bv -7 broad — the whole being -do feet in bight. It 
is rent into two parts nearly the whole way down, 
and the base is surrounded by immense piles oi 
bricks bearing unmistakable evidence of lire. 

It is laid out in the form of seven terraces, ar- 
ranged in the order in which the Chaldeans supposed 
the planetary spheres to exist, each terrace being 
painted in a different color, representing its respec- 
tive planet. 

The lowest stage was black, and consists of bricks 
covered with bitumen. 

The second stage represented the earth, and is of 
brownish bricks. 

The third stage, Mars, and is of red bricks. 

The fourth stage, the Sun — yellow bricks. 

The liftli, Mercury — green bricks. 

The sixth stage, Venus — blue, and the ruined tower 
on the summit, gray bricks. 
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A passage lias been discovered in the 
eta^e, lending within the brick-work ; at the norihern 
and eastern corners of the third stage were found two 
terra-cotta cylinders inscribed with the history of th, 
building stating that having fallen into decay in the 

course of 504 years since it was erected, it had I 

repaired by Nebuchadnezzar; this would ii.\ the date 
of the original structure at 1100 n. u. 

Ihe next rum of importance is the mound 
of the Ivasr,— the site of the great palace of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. This is an irregular square of about 
700 yards each way, apparently the old palace 
platform, on which arc still standing portions of 
the ancient palace* or Ivasr. The walls are of pale 
yellow burnt bricks of excellent quality, laid in lime 
cement. No plan of the palace can be made, as the 
mins lie in great confusion on the highest part of the 
mound. 

The sculptures, inscribed bricks, and glazed and 
colored tiles found at the Ivasr, have caused it to be 
generally regarded as the site of the large palace 
celebrated for its hanging-gardens. 

Fiom the portions of wall standing, and from the 
surrounding detached masses, it would appear that 
all the bricks used in this structure were baked, and 
that the face of each was invariably placed down- 
wards. In this mound there was found a rndelv ex- 
ecuted elephant, crushing a man beneath his pon- 
derous weight. On the north side of the Kasr stands the 
solitary tree called by the Arabs Atheleh, and which, 
notwithstanding its great antiquity, still bears spread- 
ing green branches. According to tradition, it shei- 
la 
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tered the Caliph Ali when sinking with fatigue aftei 
the battle of 1 lillali. 

J n the time of Alexander, antique monuments 
abounded in the Lanilnm marshes, 7b miles south of 
1 Jabvloii ; the-e monuments were said to be the tombs 
of the A-swian kings. In eontirmatioii of this, there 
ha\c recently been discovered in some of them glazed 
earthen cotiins. 

In the excavation of these mounds of ruins tens of 
thousands of bricks have been found, all stumped 
with t lie combination of characters which reads Ne- 
buchadnezzar. 

Stamped bricks are not only found in the ruins of 
Uabylon, but among ruins of towns and cities within 
an area of 100 miles in length by 40 in width, bear- 
ing the legend: Nebuchadnezzar, son of NabupuhiaMir, 
King of IJabylon. 

The composition of those bricks is such as to 
render them nearly imperiMiable. and the in>erip- 
tions on them, and on the cylinders found here, 
furnidi many chapters of the long-1 oat liiatory (if 
tho^e remote times — names of kings, and events in 
their order. 

Since Darius de>tro\cd the walls of Dabylon. over 
th‘)oo years ago, its ruins have furnidicd a never-fail- 
ing supply of bricks. City after city lias been built 
from its materials. (Jeleueia, ( 'teMplion. A1 .Median, 
Kiila, Kerbela, Dngdad, 1 lillali, besides many other 
towiia and v illages, have risen in suceesMuii irum the 
min** of the once vaA and proud Dahvlou. 

r riic modern town of Jlillali, on the right bank of 
the Kuphratcs stands nearly in the centre of the site 
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of Babylon. It is surrounded by wide walls, and a 
deep ditch, and lias four gates. 

Hie city being built frjun the Babylonian bricks, 
there is not a room whore may not be seen bricks 
stamped with the name of Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Euphrates at II illah, in its medium state, is -15o 
feet wide and 7^ feet deep, with a velocity of 2k mile* 
an hour. It annually overflows its banks; inundating 
tlie country for many miles around. The soil is very 
fertile, and the air salubrious. 


ETiECIl '• 

is about 100 miles s. e. of Babylon. It is now 
called Irak. The most noted ruins found here are 
the immense mounds, El Assayah, and the remains of 
coffins and bricks, scattered over a large district — in- 
dicating that it was a city of considerable size and 
importance. 


ACCAD 

is about 70 miles n. w. of Babylon, and is now 
known as Akari, Babel, and a primitive monument 
found here is still called Tel Nimrud, which signifies 
the hill of Nimrod. The most remarkable ruin con- 
sists of a mound or platform on which stands a mass 
having the appearance of a tower. 

use, and 125 feet in 
It was built of bricks ce- 



monted by bitumen, and was divided into layers ol 
from ^^2 to feet thick, by reeds. There are also , 
remain** of re>erv<*irs, canals, and other works, that 
thow the importance of tins very ancient city. 

CALXErr 

was the last in order of tlio four eities that W(*rc 
the beginnin'g of Xdmrod's kingdom. It* site cannot 
he determined, but it is believed to be at what was 
afterwards Ctesiphon, on the banks of the Tigris, 
about miles below Bagdad. Among the ruins 
found here are those of a remarkable ancient palace, 
now called Tank Kesra, which struck the Arab con- 
querors with amazement and delight. 


XIXEVEII. 

A SKETCH OF ITS HISTORY — ITS WONDERFUL RUINS AND 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

Far away in the East is a country now inhabited 
principally by tribes of Xe-torians, and roving hands 
of Arabs, that was once an empire whose power and 
magnificence were both the terror and marvel of the 
ancient world. The capital of this empire lay buried 
in the Minds of the earth, with no certain marks of its 
sepulchre. The extent of our knowledge of the loca- 
tion of this city was no more than vague tradition — 
which said that it was hidden somewhere on the 
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nvor Tigris ; but for ninny centuries it had exi.-ted 
only in name, a name that suggested llm idea ,,f ni 
ancient, capital of fabnjons^ize and splmidor,' ; i 
walled city containing many fortifications, puhco- 
and temples ; a city which had witnessed the 
of many princes and peoples, brought hither eapliu- 
by its warlike kings. 

After over two thousand years (lie grave of this 
dead city was found, and its shroud of sand and ruin 
thrown off— revealing to an astonished world its 
temples, palaces, and idols— its tablets, covered u i t ], 
records of its conquests and power. The Nineveh in 
winch the captive tribes of Israel had labored and 
wept, and against which the prophecies had gone 
forth, was, after a sleep of over twentv centuries amain 
brought to light ; and the proofs of its ancient s.den- 
dor beheld by mortal eyes. 

I lie site and ruins of this ancient citv arc on the 
river Tigris, 510 miles from its month, and 550 miles 
n. e. of Jerusalem. Nineveh was one of the oldest 
largest, most powerful, and splendid cities in (he 
world ; and contained at one time a population of 
000,000. Traditions of its unrivaled size and magni- 
ficence were equally familiar to the Greeks and 
Homans, and to the Arabian geographers. 

The Assyrian Empire at one time included Media 
and Persia, and was then bounded on the north bv 
the Caspian Sea and Armenia, on the east by .Media, 
on the south by Arabia, on the s. w. and w. bv thj 
river Euphrates and Syria. 

The Assyrians were one of the greatest commercial 
and manufacturing nations of the East. Assyria, from 





its proximity to tlie Persian Gulf, with which it was 
connected hv the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, natu- 
rally became the great highway of trade between the 
si a-faring nations of the Indian seas and Central Asia. 
Consequently, Nineveh was a great centre of trade 
and manufactures, and here the merchants of nearly 
all the nations of the earth assembled. 

Assyria was mentioned by Ezekiel as trading in 
“blue eloth and embroidered work/’ In these stuffs 
"old thread was introduced into the woof of many 
colors, and were the “dyed attire and embroidered 
work so frequently mentioned in Scripture as the 
most costly and splendid garments of kings and 
princes. The cotton manufactures were equally cel- 
ebrated and remarkable, and were mentioned by 
Pliny as the invention of Scmiramis, v:ho is stated 
by many vriftrs of antiquity as haviny found* d 
hirye v'< iiriny establishments atony the banks of the 
Tigris and Ju/jdt rates. They also acquired the art 
of manufacturing glass; several bottles, and vases 
of elegant shape, were found among the ruins of the 
city. 

The result of its immense trade, and the number 
of nations paying tribute to the kings of Assyria, was 
the accumulation of a vast amount of treasure in Nin- 
eveh, and the most extraordinary traditions were ob- 
served in antiquity, of the enormous amount of gold 
collected in that city. 

As the recent discoveries of Potta and Layard, 
among the ruins of Nineveh, are exciting great inter- 

r> 4^0 

c.-t and attention, a brief sketch of its history will 
help to render the subject intelligible. This city 
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was first known to history only as Nineveh; but it af- 
terwards became the capital — first of the kingdom of 
Assyria, then of the Assyrian empire. According to 
Scripture, it was founded by Assliur about 2230 n.<\ 
but according to Diodorus Siculus (quoting Ctusiu-q 
it was founded by Ninus 2183 b.c. This agrees 
with other good authorities, according to whom As- 
shur was the founder of the monarchy of Assyria, 
while Ninus founded the Assyrian empire and city of 
Nineveh. Justin, the Homan historian who abridged 
the history of Trogus Pompeius in the second cen- 
tury, gives the following account of Ninus. lie says, 
“By his lust for empire he first brought wars against 
the people, as yet unused to resistance, to the very 
borders of Libya — which name was anciently applied 
to all Africa “ His neighbors there- 

fore being subdued, when by accession of strength 
he was stronger, he passed to others, and every new 
victory being the instrument of the next one, he sub- 
dued the whole East. 

“ Ilis last war was with Oxyartes, king of the Bae- 
trians. Here he met with a more powerful resistance 
than he had yet experienced, but after several fruit- 
less attempts upon the chief city, he at last conquered 
it by the contrivance and conduct of Semi ram is, wife 
of Henon, president of the king’s council, and chief 
of Assyria.” .... “The ability, courage, 
and beauty of Semiramis so captivated Ninus, that 
he used every imaginable persuasion and threat to 
induce her husband to bestow his wife upon him. 
Menon, however, would not consent, but in a fit of 
distraction he destroyed himself, and Semiramis was 
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advanced to the regal state and dignity. Xinus had 
a sun by Seiniramis, named Xinyas, and died after 
a reign of tifiy-two years, leaving lier the govern- 
ment of his kingdom. In honor of his memory, she 
erected in the royal palace a monument, which re- 
mained till long after the ruin of Nineveh.” 

Of the size of this monument, Diodorus speaks in 
extraordinary terms. Following Xinus, Assyrian re- 
cords give the names of thirty-four kings who reigned 
in Nineveh before the reign of Sardanapalus — whose 
throne was overturned by an invasion of the Modes, 
a people who dwelt on the shores of the Caspian Sea. 

Arbaces, king of the Modes, led his army across 
the mountains, and made himself king of Assyria, 
about 504 n.c. 

After the deatli of Arbaces the Mode, the Assyri- 
ans regained their independence. The first of the 
new line of kings was Fill. In his reign Menahem, 
king of Israel, invaded Assyria, and gained some 
temporary successes. In retaliation for which, Fill 
marched in the following year into Samaria. The 
frightened Israelites could make no stand against 
him, and purchased a peace at the price of 1,000 
talents of silver. 

Fill was succeeded by Tiglatli Pileser, who also in- 
vaded Samaria n.c. 733. 

Tiglatli Pileser was succeeded by Shalmaneser 
(called by the prophet 1 losea, Slialmo). Ill the ninth 
} ear of bis reign, lie invaded and conquered the king- 
dom of Israel, and carried the people away captive, 
n.c. 

Shalmaneser was succeeded bv Sennacherib fu.o. 











720). lie invaded Judea in the fourteenth year of 
the reign of Ilczekiah. in his old ago Sennacherib, 
while worshiping in the temple of the Assyrian god 
Nisroch, was murdered by two of his sons’, and was 
succeeded by his third son, Esarhaddou (about 
b.c.), who was succeeded by Sardoclucus (n.c. C*>7), 
who reigned over Nineveh, Babylon, and Israel twenty 
years. During his reign, Media revolted and gained 
its independence. The bright days of Nineveh’s 
glory were now past; disaster followed disaster in 
quick succession. 

(b.c. 647) Chyniladan succeeded Sardochrcns, and 
reigned twenty years— Babylon was taken by the 
Chaldees, and in the year 625 b.c. their leader, Xa- 
bopolassar, ruled that city and the lower half of the 
valley of the Euphrates and Tigris. Two years later 
he marched northward against Xineveh, which he 
stormed and sacked. The city was then laid waste, 
its monuments destroyed, and a large portion of its 
inhabitants carried away into captivity or scattered. 
It never rose again from its ruins, (b.c. 401) Xeno- 
phon, with 10,000 Greeks, encamped during his re- 
treat on or very near its site, but does not mention its 
name. The great victory by Alexander over Darius 
(b.c. 331) was won almost over the ruins of Xineveh. 
During the Roman period a small castle or fortified 
town stood on a part of the site. The Roman settle- 
ment was in its turn abandoned, for there is no men- 
tion of it when Ileraclius gained the great victory 
over the Persians in the battle of Xineveh, foimlit 
on the very site of the ancient city, a.d. 627. 

Frequent allusion is made to Xineveh in the Old 


Totament. The first is in Genesis x. 11, ami lias 
reference to its origin. Jonali was sent to this city 
about N)0 u.c. to warn it of its destruction (Jonah i. 
1,‘J; iii. 1 to Kb. The Took of Nahum is devoted to 
u the burden of Nineveh.” Isaiah speaks of the 
destruction of the Assyrian army by the angel of the 
bord — of Sennacherib's return to Nineveh, and his 
murder by his two sons (Isaiah xxxvii. 3G, 37, 3S). 
The last mention of it is by Zephaniah, <>3o u.c., 
“ And lie will stretch out his hand against the north, 
and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a 


desolation, and dry like a wilderness” (Zepli. ii. 13). 

The ruins of Nineveh arc mostly on the east bank 
of t lie Tigris, opposite the city of Mosul, which also 
stands on a part of the site of the ancient city. Nine- 
veh covered an area of nearly 10 miles, being the 
longest on the river, or from north to south. The 
ruins consist of shapeless heaps, and mounds of earth 
and rubbish, some of which are of cjnormons dimen- 
sions, and appear in the distance more like natural 
hills than like the work of men's hands. Upon and 
around them were found scattered many fragments 
of ] lottery, sculpture, and building materials. Some 
of these mounds had been selected by the natives as 
sites for their villages and small mud-built forts. The 
summits of others were sown with barley and corn. 
These mounds differ greatly in size and form ; some 
are mere conical heaps, while others have a broad, 
tlat summit, very steep sides, and are from HO to 17>0 
feet high. There arc several groups of enclosures 
and mounds, the principal of which arc called Klmr- 
sabad, Kou yiinjik, Ncbbi \ mins, Kcramles and Nim 
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rnd. They take their names from the villa-os in their 
vicinity. Mosul is on the west hank of the Ti-r is 
and at the north-west corner of the site of Niney.!!!. ’ 
From Mosul, by the a hi of a good gla<-\ a view of 
most of the ruins of Nineveh may he had Dire.-tlv 
opposite, on the other side of the Tigris, are the mound's 
of rmns called Kouyunjik, and Nehhi Ymms ; to the 
N. k. are the mounds of Khorsahad; to the s v •,,« 
those of Kcramles; and 17 miles s.s.i;. is the impor- 
tant mound, Nimrnd. 

The rmns opposite Mosul consist of an enclosure 
formed by a continuous line of mounds, resemblin- a 
vast embankment of earth, hut marking the remains 
of a wall, the western face of which is interrupted by 
the two great mounds of Kouyunjik and Nehhi 
1 mins. East of this enclosure is an extensive line of 
defense, consisting of moats and ramparts. Here 
and there a mound more lofty than the rest covers 
the rums of a tower or gateway. A part of the 
mound’ Kouyunjik is very steep, and is 00 feet high ; 
the top of it is flat, and a small Arab village, now 
abandoned, stands upon it. 

Nebbi Yunus is smaller in area than Kouyunjik, 
but about the same bight; upon it is a Turkoman 
village, containing the apocryphal tomb of Jonah, 
and a burial-ground held in great sanctity hv the 
Mohammedans. Remains of gateways have la-on 
discovered in the north and east walls' In addition 
to the inner wall, there is an enormous outer rampart 
of earth,— in some places SO feet high; a few 
mounds outside of the ramparts were probably do- 
tached towers. 
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That part of the ruin- known as Ivhorsabad, cover 
an area of i»7o foot by about 800. Near the middle 
of the -outli-west side is a cone, which is the most 
elevated point, being 7»o feet higher than the rest of 
the mound, and presents quite an imposing and 
Hiitrnlar appearance. Near the northern angle of tin* 
m mud is an ancient well, the bottom of which is 
covered with a stone with seven holes, through which 
pure fresh water gushes forth in great abundance. 
Wlicn first discovered by llotta, a village covered 
most of the top of this mound. As the country is 
inferred with roving bands of freebooters, who do not 
hesitate to use the scimeter or rille to obtain plunder, 
those disposed to make a permanent settlement chose 
elevated positions ; lienee all of the largest of these 
mounds, when fir>t discovered by Europeans, were 
covered with villages and scattered habitations. 

The fortified enclosure of Khorsabad forms a 
larire and very regular rectangle ; the wall surround- 
ing it, and which looks like a long tumulus of a 
rounded shape, is surmounted at irregular intervals by 
elevations which indicate the existence of towers. 
From the northern angle the wall stretches very 
regnlarlv to the south-east, becoming more elevated 
and di>tinct until it as-mines the aspect of a large 
causeway ; a great number of fragments of bricks 
and gypMmi being observable on the surface of the 
soil. Ont-ide of the outer wall a part of a ditch was 
found ; and in one place a brick wall, containing 
twelve layers of bricks, .-imilar to those comprising 
the mass of the mound. 

The ruins in this mound consist of parts of halls, 
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chambers, and passages, for the most part wainscoted 
with slabs of gray alabaster, sculptured will, 


m relief. Ihe calcined limestone, am 


< - , tlje great ae- 

cumulation of cl.arrcd wood and charcoal, showed 
that the building, or at least its roof, had been de 
stroycd by fire. 

The mounds of Nimrud, notwithstanding their d is- 
tanee from the northern ruins, are believed by many to 
he a part of Nineveh. These mounds are about -1 miles 
m circumference and terminate at the northwest amdc 
hr a great mound 777 feet in circumference, and 
144 feet in bight, once coated with bricks. Some of 
these have been found, and are about the same size as 
those of Babylon, and are inscribed with the arrow- 
head characters. At the southeast angle of this en- 
closure is a group of fifty mounds, called bv the Arabs 
the mounds of Arthur. The mound of Nimrod is as 
clearly defined as that of Khorsabad, which it resem- 
bles in the quadrangular form of its line of consecu- 
tive mounds. 

The great interest in these discoveries centres in 
the inscriptions, illustrations, and sculptures found 
in the courts, halls, and historical chambers of pal- 
aces and temples, the most important of which were 
found in the mounds at Khorsabad, Kouyunjik, and 
Nimrud. The inscriptions were found on slabs of 
6tone and marble, arranged against the walls; on 
cylinders of pottery, images, and on obelisks. These 
inscriptions are nearly all in cuneatic characters, 
which are neither simple nor numerical figures, hut 
alphabetical ; and the inscriptions, like English wri- 
ting, read from left to right. The character em- 
14 
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ployed was the arrow-head, or cuneiform, so called 
from each letter being formed by marks or elements 
resembling an arrow-head, or wedge. This mode of 
writing prevailed throughout the Assyrian, Babyloni- 
an, and Persian Empires. The Assyrian or Babylo- 
nian alphabet contained over 200 signs or characters, 
of a very complicated and imperfect nature, some 
characters being phonetic, others syllabic, and others 
ideographic. The inscriptions were all systematic- 
ally arranged, so that in many instances they gave a 
very full and connected account of public events — 
principally chronicles of the king who built the edifice 
where they were found, including a record of his 
wars and expeditions into distant countries — of the 
amount of spoil taken, and tribute exacted from the 
conquered peoples; of the building of temples and 
palaces, and of invocations to the gods of Assyria 
— altogether furnishing a complete key to the long- 
lost history of the Assyrian Empire and the city of 
Nineveh. Many remarkable events are represent- 
ed by figures and illustrations, so ingeniously con- 
trived and arranged that, by the aid of a short in- 
scription, the story is as plainly told as it could 
have been by any written account. Among the first 
discoveries made in the mound’ Khorsabad was a ball 
or entrance chamber between two courts. This cham- 
ber was 4 G feet long by 10 wide, and its entrance 
was guarded by six colossal bulls, with human heads 
and cables’ wings — three of the bulls on each side of 
the entrance.* At the front end of the chamber was 

“ The entrance to all of the palaces and temples in the ruins 
of Nineveh were found similarly guarded. 
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formerly a strong gate, of one leaf, which was fasten- 
ed by a huge wooden lock, like those still in use in 
the East, — the key to which is as much as a man can 
well carry, and by a bar which moved into a square 
hole in the wall. It was doubtless to a key of this 
description that the prophet alluded: “And the key 
of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder j” 
and it is remarkable that the word for key in this pas- 
sage of Scripture — nrsia (Muftali) — is the same 
in use all over the East at the present day. The 
pavement of this chamber was of slabs of gypsum ; 
and in the floor, at the entrance between the bulls, 
was a slab engraved with a long cuneiform inscrip- 
tion : there were likewise inscriptions between the 
fore and hind legs of the bulls. Farther on there 
were lioles in the pavement, in which metal bars 
bad been inserted to keep the door open at cer- 
tain angles. Arranged against eaeli side of this 
chamber were two rows of marble slabs, each row 
having two lines of illustrations, which were divided 
by a band of cuneatic writing, the whole so nearly 
entire that it afforded a very complete record of the 
annual tribute brought by two different peoples to the 
Assyrian King who occupied the palace within. This 
chamber, with its colossal bulls, and rows of illustra- 
tions and inscriptions, is a fair sample of many other 
chambers and passages found in palaces and temples 
in the mounds — Kouyunjik, Khorsabad, and Nimrud ; 
— and may properly be called historical chambers. In 
one of these, in the mound Khorsabad, a procession 
is represented moving down a narrow ball, in two 
lines, headed by an oflicer who was conducting it 
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into the pie-cnce of t lie King. r lhe title <f t lie ( 

uliicer is indicated by the word F' n (TartmO. I 

The first oii;ht persons who follow Tartan wear the 
close turban, and are dressed in long tunics, with / 
short over-garments. The first carries the model of a J 
citv, indicative of hit? olliceof governor of a province. 

At the head of the proeosion is ail officer, who is fob ( 
lowed by three person?, the first two each bearing two 
cups, the produce of the manufacture of the pro- 
vince ; and the third bears a sealed bag upon his 
shoulders, containing the amount of tribute in gold- 
dust or precious stones furnished by the prince, ruled 
bv the governor at the head of the proee»ion. 

The arrangement of the proeesdon appears to have 


been one chief to four men bearing tribute, and con- 
tained in all thirty persons. 

The second line of illustrations in this chamber 
represents another procession, and which, like the first, 
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is headed by a chief otlicer of tribute. These are 
evidently a different people from the first ; their hair 
is arranged in cork-screw curls, their tunics are scanty, 


and confined at the waist by a sash formed of a col- 
lection of cords. Over the tunic is a covering made 
of sheep and leopard skins. The first person is a chief 


of this people, as signified by his long beard, and bis 
bearing the model of a city ; he is followed by a 
groom carrying two spears, and leading two horses 
richly caparisoned, having elegant crested ornaments 
upon their heads, and tasseled bands across their 
chests. Following this is a chief, attended by a groom 
with two spears and two horses, one of which the 
groom is forcing back into the line of march. Alter 


this comes another chief wearing n. leopard skin robe, 
but not bearing any insignia of olliee— his bauds an 
held up in the attitude of astonishment and awe. In 
the last slab on this side of the chamber is an arch- 
shaped cavity which received the wooden lock when 
the valve was completely open. 

In another line of these illustrations are seen eiirht 
chiefs, ten grooms, and fourteen horses. All of the 
chiefs are in an attitude of surprise. The sculpture* 
on the last slab on this wall are entirely obliter- 
ated, having been destroyed by the burning of the 
door, which was of wood, and probably stood open 
against the wall when the building was destroyed. 

In a part of the ruins of the royal palace was found 
the court of reception where the offerings were pre- 
sented, and where justice was administered; the 
King’s Gate — the gate of Judgment, the porch for 
the throne where lie might judge, even the porch of 
judgment.” It was in a court of this kind, called 
teragn, gate in the royal abode of Babylon, tlmt 
in after-times the prophet Daniel sat when Nebuchad- 
nezzar had made him pbrn, “ the Sultan or ruler 
over the whole province,” medinet of Babylon. 
Most of the words are even now cur- 
rent in the country, so that if they were written in 
Arabic characters an Arab could read and compre- 
hend them. 

Many of the illustrations found represent sieges of 
cities by the Assyrians — who are always represented 
as being successful. One of these represents the 
siege of a strongly fortified place belonging to the 
people who wear the sheep-skin garments. Their 
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eristic is fortified bv a double wall, and built upon an 
irregular hill, up the sides of which are linked two 
battering-rams, at which the besieged are throwing 
lighted torches to set them oil lire. In a part of this 
illustration are seen tents, and various implements 
hung to the poles of the tents, as is still the practice 
here among the natives — the descendants of those 
ancient people. 

Another series of illustrations and figures repre- 
sents the siege of a city situated in a plain, and pro- 
tected on one side by a shallow liver. On one 
side a satrap, attended by his shield-bearer, is vig- 
orously pressing the attack. lie is habited in a long 
fringed and embroidered robe, sandals, bracelets, and 
circlet on hi& bead, and long sword, and is dis- 
charging arrows under cover of the shield held by his 
attendant, who wears a helmet, and is partially 
clothed in mail. From the top of the battlements the 
besieged are seen pouring some inflammable liquid 
upon the war-engines of the enemy, who in turn are 
discharging water from a movable tower to extin- 
guish the lire. On a lofty tower of the gate the 
women are seen tearing their hair in the agony of 
despair, while the men are still making strenuous 
efforts to defend the city. Beneath the towers of the 
gate are two men disputing the possession of a trea- 
sure which they have discovered while undermining 
the wall. Notwithstanding die resolute defense, the 
outer works appear to be fatally bombarded, and the 
people are falling from the walls in every direction. 
Further on, a number of women and a boy are being 
led into captivity by a soldier. The women are hare- 




footed, and wear long robes peculiarly ornamented ; 
around their necks are scarfs, and their hair lianas 
over their shoulders in long tresses, which they are 
tearing in despair. “I will cast thee out and the 
mother that bare thee into another country. For lo ! 
our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons, 
and our daughters, and our wives are in captivity.” 
This piece of history doubtless represents the reali- 
zation of the prophecy of Amos — ■“ and the people of 
Syria* shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the 
Lord.” “For the king of Assyria went up against 
Damascus and took it, and carried the people of it 
captive to Kir, and slew Keziu.” The situation of 
Damascus resembles that here represented ; and the 
liquid tire used by the besieged was doubtless the 
petroleum with which that country abounds. 

In another representation is seen the fate which 
befell Zedekiah, king of Judah, as recorded in the 
second book of Kings. In the centre of the group 
stands the king ; before him are three persons, the 
foremost of whom is on his knees imploring mercy, 
and the two others standing in a humble position. 
The king is represented thrusting the point of a spear 
into one of the eyes of the suppliant, while he holds 
in his left hand the end of a cord attached to rings 
in the under lips of all the captives, who are likewise 
both manacled and fettered; and above their heads a 
euneatie inscription — perhaps the very words of their 
supplication for mercy. 

In another historical chamber is represented a for- 

* Syria should not be confounded with Assyria, as they are 
different countries. 
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tilled city, built upon a considerable elevation, oppo- 
site to which is a still higher hill, surmounted by a 
castellated tower, from the base of which a narrow 
stream tlows down into the valley that separates the 
two hills. It is especially to be observed that olive- 
trees are growing on the hill on which is the tower ; 
and on the hill in the city is a walk or road, about 
half-way up, below which, and at the side of the 
stream, is a row of tombs. The relative situation of 
these objects exactly resembles the position of simi- 
lar objects visible in approaching Jerusalem from the 
east. On the left is Mount Moriah and the high 
wall of the Temple; at the foot, the brook Ivedron 
and the tombs of the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 
on the right, the Mount of Olives, 

In a hall occupied by representations of divinities, 
is one which appears to be connected with the wor- 
ship of the Assyrian Venus, or Astarte. Lucian be- 
lieves it to be identical with the Moon, or queen of 
heaven. From the situation of this frieze in the 
deepest recess of the chamber, and from its having a 
square slab of gypsum in the pavement before it, 
with a hole communicating with a drain, there can 
be but little doubt that some mysterious rites were 
enacted before it. 

In another place is a representation of cavalry in 
pursuit of an enemy; another scene of pursuit and 
flight, two horsemen armed with spears, and wearing 
the conical cap, are pursuing one whose horse is 
fallen. Behind is a falling figure; overhead is a 
vulture, bearing evidence of having preyed upon 
the slain. 
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In all the sculptures and representations, the swift- 
ness of the horses, and (lie ferocity of their riders, is 
particularly portrayed. Their horses also are swift- 
er than the leopards, and more fierce than the even- 
ing wolves : and their horsemen shall spread them- 
selves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they 
shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.” The Clial 
dean cavalry were proverbial for swiftness, courage, 
and cruelty. 

Among the most important discoveries in the ruins 
of Nineveh, is the black obelisk found in the north- 
west palace at Nimrud. This obelisk furnishes a 
chapter of the long-lost history of the Assyrian 
empire, and a specimen of the style of writing of 
that period. 

The inscription on it gives nearly a completo 
history of the reign of Shalmaneser, son of Sar* 
danapalus, comprising a period of thirty-one years, 
dating from SOI b. c. It is given in the language 
of the king himself, and commences with the follow- 
ing declaration : “ This is the palace of Sardana- 

palus, the humble worshiper of Assarac and Belt is.” 
Then follows an invocation to several deities, with 
Assarac at their head, as the supreme god of Heaven. 
The king gives his titles and then savs : — “ At the 
commencement of my reign, after that I was estab- 
lished on the throne, I assembled the chiefs of my 
people and came down into the plains of Esmes, 
where I took the city of Ilaridu, the chief city belong- 
ing to Xakharini. In the first year of my reign, I 
crossed the upper Euphrates, and ascended to the 
tribes who worshiped the god Ilusi ; my servants 




erected altars in tliat land to my g<xK Then I 
wont on to the land of Khamana. where I founded 
palace.-, cities, and temples. 1 went on to the land 
of .Malar, and there I c&tahlhhcd the worship of my 
kingdom. 

“ In the second year, I went up to the city of Tel 
Hara-ba, and occupied the cities of Ahuni, son of 
llateni. I shut, him up in his city. I then crossed 
the Euphrates, and occupied the* cities of Dahagu 
and Almrta, belonging to the Sheta, together with 
the cities which were dependent on them. 

‘‘ In the third year Ahnni, son of llateni, rchelled 
airain-t me, and having become independent, e-tab- 
li-hed his seat of government in the citv of Tel ha- 

ra>ha Then I went out from the city of 

N ineveh, and crossed the Euphrates. I attacked and 
defeated Ahuni in the city of Sitrat, which was situ- 
ated up the Euphrates, ami which Ahuni the son of 
llateni had made one of his capitals. The rot of 
the country I brought under subjection, and Ahnni, 
son of llateni, with his gods, and his chief priests, 
his horses, his sons, and his daughters, and all his 
men of war, I brought away to my country of 
Assyria. 

u In the fifth year I went up to the country of Aby- 
ari ; I took eleven great cities ; I besieged Akitta of 
Erri, in bis city, and received his tribute. 

u In the sixth year I went out from the city of 
Xineveh, and proceeded to the country situated on 
the river Hoick. The ruler of this country having 
resisted my authority, I displaced him, and appointed 
Tisiinba to be lord of the district; and I there cstab- 
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lishcd the Assyrian sway From the city 

of Union I went out and came to the city of Barbara. 
Then Ilem-ithra of the country of Atcsh, and Arlm- 
lena, of Ilamath, and the kings of Shota, and the 
tribes that were in allianco with them, aro.-e; setting 
their forces in battle array, they came ngaimt mo. 
By the grace of Assarac, the great and powerful gud, 
I fought with them, and defeated them; «»f 

their men 1 slew in battle, or carried away into 
slavery. Their leaders, their captains, and their men 
of war I put in chains. 

“ In the seventh year I proceeded to the country 1>< 
longing to Kliabni of Tel-ati, the chief city of Tel-ati, 
which was his chief place, and the towns which were 
dependent on it I captured and gave up to pillage. 
I went out from the city of Tel-ati, and came to the 
land watered by the head streams which form the 
Tigris. The priests of Assarac in that land raised 
altars to the immortal gods. I appointed priests to 
reside in the land to pay adoration to Assarac, the 
great and powerful god, and to preside over the na- 
tional worship 

“ In the eighth year, against Sut Baba, king of 
Taha-Dunis, appeared Sut-Bcl Herat, and his fol- 
lowers 

“ In the ninth year a second time I went up to 
Armenia, and took the city of Lunanta. By the 
assistance of the .gods Assarac and Sut, I obtained 
possession of Sut Bel-herat, in the city of Umen 1 
put him in chains. Afterwards Sut Bel-herat, 
together with his followers, I condemned to slavery. 
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Sliinar, of 13oi>ippa, and of Ketika I erected, altars, 
and founded temples to the great gods 

“ in the tenth year, for the eighth time, 1 crossed the 
Euphrates. 1 took the cities belonging to Ara-lura of 
the town of Shalumas, and gave them up to pillage. . . 

. . . I took the city of Arnia, which was the capital of 
the country, and 1 gave up to pillage 100 of the de- 
pendent towns. I slew the wicked, and carried off 
the treasures. At this time Ilem-ithra, king of 
Atcsh, Arlmlena, king of Hamath, and the twelve 
kings of the tribes who were in alliance with them, 
came forth, arraying their forces against me. They 
met me, and we fought a battle, in which I defeated 
them, making prisoners of their leaders, and their 
captains, and their men of war, and putting them 
in chains 

“ In the thirteenth year I descended to the plains 
dependent on the city of Assar-animet. I went to 
the district of Yata. I took the forts, slaying the 
evil-disposed, and carrying off all the wealth of the 
country 

“ In the sixteenth year 1 crossed the river Zab, and 
went against the country of the Allans. Set Mesitek, 
king of the Allans, I put in chains, and brought his 
wives, and warriors, and his gods, captives to my 
country of Assyria ; and I appointed Yanvu, the 
son of Klianab, to be king over the country in his 
place. 

‘‘In the twenty-first year, fur the twentieth 
time, I crossed the Euphrates, and again went 
up to the country of Khazakan of Atcsh. I occu- 
pied his territory, and while there received tribute 
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the twenty-second year, for the twenty-firht 
time, I crossed the Euphrates, and inarched to the 
country of Tubal. Then I received the submission 

of the twenty-four kings of Tubal 

“ In the twenty-third year I again crossed the Eu- 
phrates, and captured the city of Iluidara, the strong- 
hold of Ellal of Meluda ; and the kings of Tuhal 
again came in to me, and I received their tribute. 

“In the twenty-fourth year I crossed the river Zal>, 
and passing away from the land of Kharkhar, went 
up to the country of the Arians. Yanvn, whom I 
had made king of the Arians, had thrown off his 
allegiance, so I put him in chains. 

“ I then went out from the land of the Arians and 
received the tribute of the twenty-seven kings of 
the Persians. Afterwards I removed from the Per- 
sians and entered the territory of the Modes, going on 

to Patsir and Kharkhar I established 

the authority of my empire in the city of Kharkhar. 
Yanvn, the son of Khaban, with his wives and his 
gods, and his sons and his daughters, his servants, 
and all his property, I carried away captive into my 

country of Assyria 

“ In the thirtieth year, whilst I was still residing 
in the city of Calatli, I summoned Detarassar, the 
general of my army, and sent him forth to war in 
command of my cohorts and forces. 

“ Iluclka, of Minni, had thrown off his allegiance, 
and declared himself independent, establishing his 
seat of government in the city of Tsiharta. My 
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general there* fore put him in chains, and carried oft 
his llocks and herds, and all his property, and gave 
his cities over to pillage. 

“ In the thirty-liivt year, a second time whilst I 
abode in the city of Calali, occupied in the worship of 
the gods Assarac, llein, and Nebu, I summoned the 
general of my army, l)etaras>ar of It tana, and I .-cut 
him forth to war, in command of my troops and co- 
horts. lie went ont accordingly, in the lirst place to 
the territories of Daten of Iluhbka, and received his 
tribute; then he proceeded to Enscri, the capital city 
of the country of the Ikazatsera, and he oceii]>ied 
the city of Enscri and the thirty-six other towns of 
the country of Dazatsera. And lie afterwards moved 
to the country of t lie Arians, where, by the help of 
the gods At.-arac and Snt, he captured their cities, 
and continued his march to the country of Kharets, 
taking and despoiling 250 towns, until at length he 
descended into the plain of Esmes, above the city of 
Umen.” 


RELICS. 

Many curious relics have been discovered among 
the ruins of Nineveh. At Nimrnd fragments of 
bronze furniture were found belonging to the palace 
— terra-cotta vases, some of which were glazed with 
a blue vitrified substance ; three engraved cylinders 
or rolling seals, one of which is of transparent 
glass; a silver ring; fragments of ivory, delicately 
carved, some being gilt. Many painted bricks were 
found, some of them cylindrical in form. On the 


sides of these bricks were stamped cuneiform writ 
ings, showing that a very near approach to tin* art oi 
printing was made by the Assyrians oxer oOUO Nears 
ago. Besides the letters on the bricks, there was dis- 
covered on one of them the footprints of siwea-cl, 
which must have sported over the brick before it had 
been baked. Tims the little animal and the mightv 
king had stamped the record of their existence on 
the same piece of clay. 

In excavating in the mound Jvhorsabad a large 
gate was discovered, which appears to have been one 
of the entrances to the city; two long rows of column-, 
also the cellar of the palace, containing regular rows 
of jars, which had the appearance of having been 
filled with wine, for at the bottom of the jars there 
was a deposit of a violet color. In.another place cop 
per nails, of various shapes and sizes, were found, 
which doubtless belonged to the roof, as some of 
them had undergone the action of fire when the roof 
was burned, and were partially melted. A ring was 
found fixed in the wall above a bronzed lion. A 
fragment of a circle was also found, which was doubt- 
less a part of a wheel, as on its inside the ends of 
spokes are still to be seen. One of the courts was 
paved with square kiln-baked bricks, on which was 
stamped a cuneatic inscription containing the name 
of the king who built the palace. Be (ore the three 
doors of the fa£ade forming the porch are holes the 
size of one of the bricks, and about 14 inches in depth. 
These holes are lined with tiles, and have a ledge 
round the inside, so that they might he covered bv 
one of the bricks without betraying the exigence of 
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the cavity. In these cavities were found small images 
of baked clay of frightful aspect, some with a human 
head and a lion's body, others with a lynx's head and 
human body. 

At the entrances of temples and palaces were found 
— tir-t, either symbolic bulls or winged divinities, on 
which were long inscriptions, always the same — prob- 
ably incantations or prayers, followed by the aforemen- 
tioned secret cavities, in which images of a compound 
character were hidden. Thus the sacred and the 
royal precincts were trebly guarded by divinities, in- 
scriptions, and hidden gods, from the approach of any 
subtle spirit, or more palpable enemy that might 
have escaped the vigilance of the guard. 

In a tloor beneath a mystic basso-relievo was found 
a slab In feet by S, and two feet thick, which was 
ascended by steps, the sides being inscribed, and 
appeared to base been used in connection with some 
sacrifice. Around the slab was a conduit, to carry off 
the blood of the victim, and under the stone there 
were found some bones, and some fragments of gold 
leaf. l>e> ides this there were two other hollowed 
square stones, in the north-eastern corner of the 
chamber. 

The ground on which the city of Mosul stands is 
also a part of the site of Nineveh ; and here too arc 
M*\eral mounds of ruins — the sculptures and inscribed 
slabs from which have been used as building mate- 
ria! by the natives; but the authorities have not yet 
permitted an examination to be made here. 

Ueker Kffeudi, while digging in the mound Kou- 
yunjik for stone to build the bridge at Mosul, found a 
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sepulchral chamber in which was an inscriptk n, 
am] among the rubbish the following article*: A 
woman's (klial kind) ankle bracelet, of silver e ml 
with turquoise, colored with rust; a hraeeh t of 
gold beads, quite perfect ; ami Mime pieces of 
engraved agate. 

Among the latest discoveries made at Nineveh 
are those by bayard in the mound' Ximrnd. lie 
etTected an entrance into the old Ximrnd palace, 
where he found an extraordinary collection of n lie* 
— swords, shields, bowls, crowns, caldrons, orna 
ments in ivory and mother-of-pearl. The \e»els\vere 
formed of a kind of bronze, some of them perfectly 
preserved, and as bright as gold when the rn-t wa- 
re moved. The engraving and embossing on them 
comprise mystic subjects, and are very elaborate and 
beautiful. In excavating in another part of this 
mound, he penetrated a mass of masonry, with n 
which he discovered the tomb and statue of Sanla- 
napalus, accompanied by full annals of that monarch's 
reign engraved on the walls, lie also found tablets 
of all sorts — all of them being historical, lint tbe 
crow ning discovery made by Layard was in the mound, 
Kouyunjik. The great palace there had evidently 
been destroyed by lire, blit one portion of this cditice 
seemed to have escaped its influence ; and in exca- 
vating in that part, he found a large room tilled 
with what appeared to he the archives of the empire, 
ranged in successive tablets of terra cotta, the writ- 
ings being as perfect as when the tablets were fn>t 
stamped. They were piled in huge heaps from 
the floor to the ceiling. From the progress already 
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made in reading the inscriptions, the contents of these 
tablets will doubtless be made out. There is a pas- 
sage in the book of Ezra, where the Jews, having 
been disturbed in building the temj>h\ jmnjtd that 
search might be made in the house of records for the 
edict of Cyrufiy permitting them to return to Jeru- 
salem . The chamber above mentioned might be ( 
presumed to be the house of records of the Assyrian \ 
kings , where copies of the royal edicts were duly de- 
posited . 

The condition of the ruins of Xineveh is highly , 
corroborative of the sudden destruction that came i 
upon that city by fire and sword, and the represent!! 
tions and inscriptions found on the walls of the many 
chambers and courts afford a strong confirmation of 
the prophecies. ‘‘Then shall the fire devour thee, 
the sword shall cut thee off.” It is evident from the 
ruins that the city was first sacked and then set on 
fire. c ' She is empty and void, and waste.’* For the 
stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of 
the timber shall answer it. Woe to him that buildeth 
a town with blood and established a city by iniquity” 

— the latter prophecy unmistakably indicating the 
rapacity and cruelty of the Assyrian nation. 

The veritable descendants of the ancient inhabi- j 
tants of Assyria and Xineveh are found in the 1 
' Chaldean or Xestorian tribes, inhabiting the moun- 
tains of Kurdbtan, and villages in the neighborhood 
of the ruins of Xineveh. Most of the so-called Arabs 
here are also descendants of the ancient inhabitants of 
the provinces of the Assyrian empire. These people , 
still speak a Shomitic dialect, almost identical with 



the Chaldee of Daniel ami Ezra. Their 
character also marks them as the same race. 

Although the soil is rich and fertile, and capable or 
sustaining a vast population, still a curse appears to 
hang over the land, and the number of its inhale- 
tants is yearly diminishing, so that there seems to bo 
no prospect that for generations to come this once 
favored country will be other than a wilderness. 


DAMASCUS. 


ITS GREAT ANTIQUITY— A SKETCH OF ITS HISTORY— ITS 
SINGULAR ANCIENT RUINS. 


This is the oldest city in the world still standing, 
and was an ancient city in the time of Christ. For 
over four thousand years Damascus has been a spec- 
tator of the events of the world. She takes note of 
time not by months or years, but by the kingdoms 
and empires she has seen rise, flourish, and pass awav. 
From villages she saw Baalbek, Thebes, and Epliesm 


grow into cities that amazed the world with their 


size and grandeur— then witnessed their decay and 
desolation, and saw their ruins inhabited by owls 
and bats. She saw the kingdom of Israel rise, estab- 
lish its capital at Jerusalem, become mighty, build the 
wonderful Temple of Solomon, and she saw it anni- 
hilated. She witnessed the advent of Greece among 
the nations of the earth — witnessed her career of 
two thousand years ; then saw her perish. In her old 
age Damascus saw Home built, the Human Empire 
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ri-e and overshadow tin* world with its power, then 
saw it perish. She has noted the rise and fall of a 
thousmd of empires, and will doubtless see the tombs 
of a thousand more. 

According to Josephus, Damascus was founded by 
Pz, son of Aram, grandson of Shem, and although it 
date> so far back in the history of the world, still but 
little is known of this city until the time of David, 
P41 n. c. 

Damascus was formerly the capital of the kingdom 
of Syria, and in the reign of David the Syrians of 
Damascus came to assist Iladadezer, with whom 
David was at war, hut were completely defeated, and 
their territorv garrisoned with Israelites bv David. 
In Solomon’s time, however, the Syrians threw of! 
the foreign yoke, and in a few generations became a 
formidable rival of Israel. 

The two llenhadads — father and son — waged long 
and bloody wars with the kings of Israel, and when 
JIazael killed his master and seized the throne of 
Damascus, it fared still worse with the Israel it ish 
territories. lie defeated the united forces of Israel 
and Judah, seized the country east of the Jordan, 
made the king of Israel his tributary, and even levied 
a contribution on Jerusalem. 

In New Testament history, Damascus is chiefly cel- 
ebrated as having been the scene, not precisely of St. 
Paul's conversion, luit of his residence for a short 
time after Ins conversion, and his lirst labors in the 
came of Christ. At that time the city contained a 
large Jewish population. Afterwards it became the 
seat of a Christian bishop, who ranked next in that 
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ANCIENT WALLS OF DAMASCUS. 



DAMASCUS, FROM SALAUIVEU. 
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quarter to the patriarch of Antioch, and among the 
bishops who took part in the Council of Nice (a. i>. 
325) was Magnus of Damascus. Ihit in process of 
time the Christian influence in Damascus was over- 
shadowed by the Mohammedan, a. n. 035, the eitv 
fell into the hands of Klialif Omar — the Khalifa of 
the house of Ommyah even fixed their residence in 
it — so that Damascus again became the capital of a 
powerful empire. For nearly a century it sent forth 
armies that spread terror from the plains of Langue- 
doc to those of Hindustan. But the dynasty of the 
Ommyades at length gave way to that of the Alms- 
sides, which fixed its seat at Bagdad and governed 
Damascus by a prefect. Subsequently, the city shared 
in the manifold vicissitudes which passed over the 
provinces of Western Asia, till a. d. 15 1G, when it 
fell into the hands of Sultan Selim I.; from which 
time it has remained under the sway of Turkey — the 
head of a large pashalic, and the most populous and 
flourishing city in Asiatic Turkey. 

In tenacity of existence, and the power of retain- 
ing a certain measure of prosperity under all dynas- 
ties, and through the most varied successions of for- 
tune, this city stands unrivaled in the world's history. 

Damascus is 150 miles x. e. of Jerusalem, and is 
situated in a plain at the foot of the most eastern 
range of Anti-Libanus — 2300 feet above the level of 
the sea, which gives it a temperate climate and cool 
breezes. The plain in which the city stands is 50 
miles in circumference — open to the desert of Arabia 
on the south and east, and bounded on the north and 
west by the mountains. 


The river Ihirada (ancient Abana) and its branches 
run through the city — which, with tlie river Fharpar, 
water and render very fertile a tract of country 30 
mile- in extent. The traveler, approaching Damas- 
cus from any direction, is fascinated by the view. 
In the niid-t of a va-t plain is seen an island of deep 
verdure, walnuts and apricots waving above, — corn 
and grass below, and in the mid-t of this mass of 
foliage Damascus, with its white streets and lofty 
minarets. It is the nio>t purely Oriental city remain- 
ing of all that are named in the Table. Its public 
buildings and bazars are line; and many private 
dwellings, though outwardly mean, are decorated 
within in a style of the most costly luxury. Its posi- 
tion has made it from the first a commercial city. 
The cloth called dama-k originated here ; the Damask 
rose is a native; and Damascus steel lias never been 
equaled. It still carries on an extensive traffic in 
woven stuffs of silk and cotton, in line inlaid cabinet- 
work, in leather, fruits, sweet-meats, and every 
branch of Eastern commerce. For this purpose, 
huge caravans assemble here at intervals, and traverse 
as of old the doort routes to remote cities. Here, 
too, is a chief gathering-place of pilgrims from the 
north to Mecca. 

The principal street is the one which tradition 
claims is the street called Straight in the Tilde, and in 
which Saul took up his abode after bis conversion. 
This street runs through the city nearly ea-t and we-t, 
and is about a mile in length. It is not now hv any 
means what it was in ancient time*. In the Toman 
ago, and up to the time of the -Mohammedan eon- 
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Quest, it was a noble street, extending through the 
city much longer and wider than at present. It was 
divided by Corinthian colpnnadcs into three avenue^ 
opposite and corresponding to the three portals. The 
remains of these colonnades have been traced over a 
third of the length of the street. Wherever exeava 
tions are made in the line of flic street. ba«es of 
umns arc found, and fragments of shafts lying pros- 
trate under accumulated rubbish. This street was 
like those seen in Palmyra and Jerash ; but the 
devastations of war, and the vandalism of Tnrkhli 
rulers, have destroyed most of its ancient grandeur. 

Saul of Tarsus was particularly bitter against the 
then new sect called Christians, and started on a cru- 
sade against them. lie went forth “ breathing threat- 
enings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord.’’ 

“And as he journeyed he came near Damascus, 
and suddenly there shined round about him a light 
from heaven. And lie fell to the earth and heard a 
voice saying unto him, ‘Saul, Saul, why pcrsccutest 
thou me V And when ho knew that it was Jesus that 
spoke to him he trembled, and was astonished, and said, 
‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? ’ ” lie was told 
to enter the city, and one would tell him what to do. 
Saul rose up and found that he was blind, so ‘‘ they led 
him by the hand and brought him to Damascus, where 
he lay three days blind in the house of Judas * (which 
was in the street called Straight), during which time 
he neither ate nor drank. Then there came a voice 
to Ananias, saying, ‘ Arise and go into the street called 
Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for ono 

* Not the Judas who betraved his Master. 




railed Saul of Tarsus; fur behold he praveth. ” 
Anania< went a< ordered, found Paul, and ordained 
him to preach. At a short distance from the street 
called Straight is the reputed house of Ananias, and 
in a part of it is a room some 14 feet under ground, 
tin* masonry of which bears evidence of great an- 
tiquity, and is doubtless a part of the house of Ana- 
nias. The house of Xaaman is also pointed out. 
Xaaman was commander of the Syrian armies, but 
was a leper. The house said to have been his, is now 
a hospital for lepers. 

Among the most important public structures is the 
castle in the x. w. part of the eitv. and above all the 
great ilosqne of the Ommyades, which was originallv 
a heathen temple, and afterwards the church of 
St. Jn/ui tht JJt/jtf tsf. It occupies a quadrangle of 
4 s t> feet by diM : is of various styles of architecture, 
divided into naves and aisles by Corinthian pillars; 
has a floor of t outdated marble, and three minarets. 
Pesides this there are v 0 smaller mosques, the domes 
and minarets of which are among the chief archi- 
teetnral ornaments of the city. 

The Oates of the city are the date of the Camels, 
leading to the Arabs’ rendezvous; the Paradise 
Cate, a large gate with a gloomy arehwav leading 
into a bustling bazar, near the centre of the south 
wall, and ‘‘ Pab Tooma' 5 or Cate of Thomas, so called 
in memory of the brave Christian champion who so 
nobly withstood the Saracen besiegers. 

The bazars of 1 hunasens present varied and strik- 
ing scenes; and the traveler is bewildered amid the 
gay colors of the various articles exposed for sale, 
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and the groups of people tliat are seen pa< mg and 
repassing in all the different and singular cihtimiH 
of the East. Here may he seen A gas moving with 
slow and stately tread, dressed in white turbans and 
scarlet silk cloaks edged with ec»tly fur, with 
diamond-hilted kandjars and yataghans gleaming 
in their girdles. They are followed each by live or 
six obsequious retainers, and a black slave carries 
their pipes and scarlet tobacco-hags. Swarthy and 
grim-visaged Arabs and Bedouins from the great 
desert, with their coarse cloaks hanging upon them 
like the drapery of an ancient statue, congregate 
round the tobaeeo-shops, the armorers, and saddlers. 
Frequently the crowd is compelled to make way for 
a procession of great men on horseback — or culprits 
led about the streets preceded by an officer shouting 
their crimes, and calling upon all to take warning. 
The bazars are graced with the presence of women, 
who make all the purchases for the household ; and 
the gallantry displayed by the shopmen in dealing 
with their fair customers seems to invite them to 
linger over their purchases, very much as their more 
civilized sisters do in London and Xew York. 

In the day-time the narrow streets swarm with 
men, women, and children. But at night there is hut 
little travel, as the streets are not lighted, and those 
who do go out carry lanterns as in ancient time-. 
The present population of Damascus is 150,000, of 
which 130,000 are Moslems, 15,000 Christians, and 
5,000 Jews. 

The Moslems are very fanatical and vindictive 
against Christians and all who are not .Mol mini no- 
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dans: ami in July, DGO, they massacred G,000 of 
the Christian population, ami burned their quarter 
of tin; city. Their thirst f< »r the blood of CliriMians 
extended to tlie mountains of Ilennon and Anti- 
Lebanon, and in a short time A\0O0 more were 
slaughtered and tlieir possessions laid waste. 

Among the Christian population were members of 
the ancient Order of Masons, ami this fearful uprising 
and massacre was checked by one of tlieir number — 
Abdel-Kadir — a Mohammedan himself, but of large 
and noble nature. This man saved many thousands 
of lives by bis prompt and resolute action, at the 
time when Moslem fanaticism threatened the destruc- 
tion of every Christian in Damascus, and indeed in 
all Syria. This may well be regarded as one of 
the most brilliant and chivalries aets of fraternal de- 
votion that lias been exhibited in modern times. 


SIIECIIEM, 

now NAnri/rs — j a con’s wv.ix — tiie tomh of joskph. 

This ancient city is 20 miles north of Jerusalem, 
between mounts Gcriziin and Ebal. It is iirst men- 
tioned in the history of Abraham, who here erected 
his iii*st altar in Canaan, and took possession of the 
country in the name of Jehovah. When Jacob 
arrived here from Mesopotamia, Shoehorn was a 
Jlivite city, of which Humor, the father of Shechem, 
was the head man. At this time the patriarch pur- 
chased from that chieftain “ the parcel of the field,'’ 
which lie subsequently bequeathed to his son .Joseph. 
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The value of this field was greater on account 
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chem, and the massacre of the male inhabitants bv 
Simeon and Levi, are events of this period. Joshua 
.assembled the people here shortly before his death 
and delivered to them his last counsel. After the con- 
quest of Canaan, Shechem became a Lcvitical eitv 
a city of refuge in Ephraim and a gathering-placc 
of the tribes. After the ruin of Samaria bv Shah 
mancser, Shechem became the capital of the Samari- 
tans ; and at the present day it is the seat of a small 
remnant of that people. The enmity between the 
Samaritans and Jews is still as great as in the time of 
Christ. 

The present population is about 10 , 000 , consisting 
of 150 Samaritans, and between 500 and 000 Chris” 
tians, 100 Jews, and the rest Arabs and .Mohamme- 
dans. The main street runs e. and w., and contains 
a well-stocked bazar, JUost of the other streets cross 
the main street, and in the cross streets are the small 
shops and work-stands of the artisans. .Many of the 
streets are narrow and dark, as the houses hang over 
them on arches, very much the same as in the closest 
parts of Cairo. There are no public buildings of anv 
note except the Ivenisch, or Synagogue of the Samari- 
tans, and five mosques. The sviiai^o^ue is a small 
edifice about four centuries old, containing nothing 
remarkable except an alcove screened by a curtain, 
in which their sacred writings are kept. 

The houses are high, built of stone with tlat roofs. 
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and surmounted by small domes. Tliere are many 
springs and natural fountains in and about t lie city, 
and some of the many beautiful gardens are watered 
from the fountains, while others have a soil sufii- 
eieiitlv moi.-t. Figs. almonds, walnuts, oranges, grapes, 
and pomegranates are abundant. But the olive now, 
as in ancient times, is the principal tree. 

This city being, as it were, the gateway between 
Jaffa and Beirut, on the coast and the interior, is the 
seat of an active commerce and of a comparative 
luxury to be found in but few Oriental cities. Here 
are manufactured many of the coarse woolen fabrics; 
cloth of earners hair, and delicate silk goods. 

The most remarkable antiquity here is Jacob's 
well. It is covered by an arched stone chamber, 
entered by a narrow hole in the roof. The month of 
the well is covered by a large Hat stone with a cir- 
cular aperture, and its depth is 105 feet. This well 
is on the road from Jerusalem, and is visited bv 
many pilgrims every year. It bears every mark of 
great antiquity, and is so clearly marked by the 
Evangelist, that if no tradition existed for its iden- 
tity, the place could not be mistaken. Wearied 
with his journey, the Saviour sat near this well and 
taught the Samaritan woman, saying — u God is a 
spirit, and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.' 5 Upon the return of the 
woman to the city she reported her remarkable inter- 
view with Jesus to the people, upon which they 
ilockcd out to hear him. In addressing them, Christ 
pointed his disciples to the waving fields of grain 


in the plain around, exclaiming, u Say not ye there 
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arc vc t four months, and then comet h the harve t? 
Behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look on 
the fields; for they are white already to harvest” 
The tomb of Joseph is about a quarter of mile 
north of the well. It is a small square enclo>nn» < >f 
high walls surrounding a tomb of the ordinary kind. 
An altar black with the traces of fire is at the hr: id, 
and another at the foot of the tomb. In the wall* are 
two slabs with Hebrew inscriptions, and the interior 
is almost covered with the names of pilgrims in He- 
brew, Arabic, and Samaritan. The base of Mt. Id! oil, 
opposite the city, is full of ancient excavated tomba, 
and on Mt. Gerizim are the ruins of a strung fortre.-s. 


GAZA 

is in the s. w. corner of Palestine, 45 miles s. w. 
of Jerusalem. It is first mentioned in Genesis as a 
border town of the Canaanites (b. c. 1020). It was 
one of the chief cities of the Philistines, and is re- 
markable for its continuous existence for over 3, SOU 
years. Gaza is situated on the main road between 
Syria and the valley of the Kile. Its commanding 
position and strong fortifications rendered it import- 
ant in a military as well as commercial sense. Its 
name (=tlie strong) was well elucidated in its siege l»v 
Alexander the Great, which lasted live months, and 
in which lie was wounded. In the conquest of JoJina 
the territory of Gaza is mentioned as one he was not 
able to subdue. Samson carried away its gates, but 
afterwards perished under the ruins of its vaM 
temple. At subsequent periods Gaza was occupied 
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by Chaldeans, Persians, and Egyptians. The Jewish 
king, Alexander damucus, captured it about 9b 11 . c. 
In a. n. d.*)4 it came under Moslem rule. 

The modern town stands partly on an oblong hill 
and partly on the low ground, and contains a popula- 
tion of about lo,00u inhabitants. The climate of 
this place is nearly tropical, but it has deep wells of 
excellent water. 

The ruins of the old city cover a large hill, which 
is about three miles from the sea. Among the ruins 
are those of the fortress that so long withstood Alex- 
ander the Great. 


BEERST1EI3A. 

Bcerdieba (the A Veil of the Oath) is 2 S miles south- 
west of Hebron — at the southern extremity of the 
Holy Land ; Dan lay at the northern extremity ; so 
that the phrase, from Dan to Beer.dieba, meant from 
the northern to the southern end of Palestine. Abra- 
ham dug a well here, and gave the name Reer- 
sheba, because here he and Abimelech, King of the 
Philistines, 41 aware” both of them, hut the compact 
was ratified by the setting apart of u seven ewe lambs,” 
and from the Hebrew word, Sheba, — seven, the name 
| of the place. 

The town that rose here was first assigned to 
Judah, and then to Simeon. It was a seat of idolatry 
in the time of Uzziali. After the captivity it was re- 
I peopled by the dews, and continued a large village 
many centuries after the coming of Clirbt. There 
arc at present on the spot two large wells and live 


smaller ones The large wells are mo yards apart 
and aie visible from a considerable distance, 
larger of the two is 12^ fee. in diameter, and I, 
feet to the surface of the water, which is excellent 
1 hese wells arc surrounded by drinking-troughs of 
stone for camels and flocks-such as they doubtlc-s 
have been from patriarchal times. 

Ihc curb-stones round the month of these well- 
like those of a few other ancient wells in Palatine’ 
have deep grooves worn in them by the action of the- 
ropes used in drawing up the water duriim so „nnv 
centuries. North of the wells, on some low hilh arc 
the rums of a town of considerable size, the name of 
wlii oil is unknown. 

Beershcha is interesting from its associations, ra- 
t ler than from its intrinsic importance as an inhab- 
ited place. 

Here Abraham planted a grove, and worshipped 
Jehovah, the ever-living God. From here he set out 
to offer tip Isaac as a sacrifice on Mount Moriah— the 
place where Isaac resided when he was bowed down 
under the infirmities of age— where Jacob stole the 
blessing from him, the blessing that was meant for 
Esau— the place where the two brothers met to con- 
vey the remains of their aged father to the cave of 
Machpelah. 

BETHEL, 

NOW BEITIN, 

is 10 miles north of Jerusalem, on the right of tho 
ancient road to Shechem. It occupies the°spot near 
where Jacob slept and had his remarkable dream, in 




which he saw the ladder reaching from earth to heav- 
en, and the angels of God ascending and descending 

U)K>!) it. 

Ahraham first pitched his tent in Palestine on the 
high ground eastward of this spot, still one of the 
he»t tracts of pasturage in the whole land. 

After the destruction of the Paul worship by Jehu, 
Pethel comes more prominently into view, and in the 
time of Jeroboam II. it was a royal residence, with a 
“king's house, ” and altars. Another mention ol 
the altar of Jeroboam, with its last loathsome lire of 
‘‘dead men's bones 5 ’ burning upon it, is found in the 
account of Josialfs iconoelasm (xxiii.). The men 
of Pethel and Ai returned with Zernbbabel from 
Pabylon. 

The ruins of the ancient city are found on the south 
side of a hill, and cover nearly four acres of ground. 
They consist of many foundations, and crumbling 
walls of houses and public buildings. On the 
highest part of the hill, towards the x. x. w.. arc 
the remains of a square tower, and near the southern 
point are the walls of a church, standing within the 
foundations of a larger and much more ancient struc- 
ture. The ruins of other churches are also found in 
this vicinity. Near by arc the remains of one of the 
largest reservoirs in Palestine, measuring 314 feet in 
length bv 217 feet in width. The walls were built 
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of massive stones, and the southern wall is still entire. 
The bottom of this reservoir is now a grass-plot, hav- 
ing in it two living springs of good water. Whether 
they are natural springs, or whether they are fed by 
a buried aqueduct, has not yet been discovered. 






DETIILIiliEM. 

BIRTH-PLACE OF DAVII), AND OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Bethlehem is south of Jerusalem, about 4 miles 
distant, but by the route through Joppa gate and the 
valley of Rephaim the distance is greater. The road 
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem is through a wild, 
uncultivated tract, but beautiful and full of interest. 
On each side are well-known hills and monuments. 
On the plain near Bethlehem is the tomb of Rachel, 
in a solitary spot, without palm, cypress, or any tree 
to spread its shade. 

Bethlehem is situated on the brow of a high hill, 
and commands an extensive view of the surrounding 
country. In the time of Christ the hills around it 
were terraced and clothed with vines, fig and almond 
trees, and the valleys bore rich crops of grain. 

This city is rendered memorable and holy as the 
birth-place of David, and of Jesus Christ. Over that 
spot the guiding star hovered ; there the eastern sages 
worshipped the infant Redeemer ; and there, where 
David watched his flocks and praised God, were heard 
the songs of an angelic host at the Saviour’s birth. 

The modern town is on a hill facing the east. The 
village is triangular, and walled in, having one prin- 
cipal street. The roofs of the houses are flat, and 
upon the house-tops are dovecotes constructed of a 
series of earthen pots. The sides of the hill, and 
the slopes without the town, abound in tigs, almonds, 

nli vps. and aromatic, olants. 
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The plain to the eastward is that on which tra- 
dition sav« the angels appeared to the shepherds, and 
L called the Shepherds' Field. As the plains were 
cultivated, it is probable that the shepherds would 
have been found on the hill, where they now may be 
found with their flocks. 

A church, containing the monuments of the three 
shepherd*, is mentioned bv Arculfns as standing in 
the midst of the fields and terraced gardens. Jerome 
lived here in a cell, which is now pointed out, where 
he wrote his Commentaries, and compiled the Latin 
Vulgate — the best ancient version of the Scriptures. 

The present population is about 3/>o0, nearly all 
Christians, who manufacture and supply pilgrims with 
crucifixes, beads, and models of holy places. 

A little beyond the northern extremity of the town 
is the magnificent Church of the Nativity, said to 
have been built by the Fmperor Justinian. The roof 
of this church is supported by numerous Corinthian 
columns. The lofty roof of the nave is formed of 
cedar- wood of most admirable finish, and is ."till in 
good preservation. Between the columns lamps are 
hung, and a chandelier is also suspended from the 
roof. Two spiral staircases, of 15 steps each, lead 
down to the grotto of the Nativity, which is some 
twenty feet below the level of the church. This 
crypt, which is 3b foot long, 11 feet wide, and 9 feet 
high, is hewn out of the rock, and the sides and floor 
are lined with various kinds of marble. A rich altar, 
where lamps continually burn, stands over the place 
where the Saviour is said to have been born — the spot 
being marked by a silver star inlaid with gold, and 



studded with gems, hearing t ] lc in.^ ript ion— ///<• ,/„ 

Virguic JSr iria *f ex ux Chrixtux txt. 

In a small recess in one side of the crypt, « 
below tire level of the lloor, is a Itloek of white 
marble, hollowed out in the form of !L manger. 

Tlie Prophet Micah thus foretold the birth of ChnVt 
—‘‘Put thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
httlc"’ among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ltuh r 
m Israel; whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting.” 

SIDON, 

NOW SAIDA. 

Sidon is on the coast 20 miles n. of Tyre and 14.'. 
miles n. of Jerusalem. 

This is another of the first settlements of the 
human family, as it was founded by Zidon, the oldc.-t 
son of Canaan. In the time of Homer the Zidonians 
veie eminent for their trade and commerce, their 
wealth and prosperity, and their skill in navigation, 
astronomy, and the manufactures of glass and metals.' 
Upon the division of Canaan among the tribes l.v 
Joshua, Great Zidon fell to the lot of Asher— but 
that tribe never succeeded in gaining possession of it. 
The Zidonians continued long under their own govern- 
ment and kings, though sometimes tributary to the 
kings of Tyre. But they were at length sueee-Mvelv 
subdued by the Babylonians, the Egyptians, and the 
Seleucidse. Sidon was the station of the navy of An- 
* In point of numbers compared with the other cities in Judea. 
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tiochus on tlie eve of a buttle with the Rhodian fleet. j 
At the close of the war with Antioehus it passed into 
the hands of the Romans — who deprived the inhabit- I 
ants of their freedom. 


Jesus thus alludes to Tyre and Sidon, when 
preaching to the Jews: “ Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! 
Woe unto thee, Rethsaida ! for if the mighty works 
which have been done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. Rut 1 say unto you, it shall 
he more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 
judgment than for you” (Matt. xi. 21, 22). 

Saida is situated on a peninsula, running from x. 

to s. w. On the high ground stands the citadel, — 
an old square tower. A wall protects the city on the 
land side, running across the peninsula front shore to 
shore. The ancient harbor was formed by a long, 
low lodge of rocks lying parallel to the shore, and 
affording space enough to accommodate quite a licet 
of small voxels; but the chief, Kakr-ed-I)in, to pro- 
tect himself against the Turks, caused the harbor to 
he partially tilled up, since which time vessels ha\e 
to lie outride to the x. of the ledge. On a rock here 
is an old castle, which is connected with the shore hy 
a stone causeway. 

Thu streets of Saida are narrow and crooked, hut 
the houses are built of stone, and many of them are of 
rr , m xj size, and well built. A curious feature of the 
city is that some of the houses are built on the wall, 
and coiihtitutc a part of it. Within the city are six 
khan< for the u.-e of travelers and merchants. The 
environs of Saida are watered by a stream from Reb- 
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anon, and are famous for their beautiful garden* of 
fruit-trees of every kind. The present population 
is about 5000. 

The most notable ruins here are those of an im- 
mense theatre. This theatre was one of the lariat 
in Asia Minor — eapable of containing 15,000 upec- 
tators. The lower half of it was excavated in the 
solid rock, and tlie seats were of white marble, beau- 
tifully wrought ; many of them remain, and are in a 
good state of preservation. There are also ruins of 
buildings in and around the town, and of a wall that 
extended into the sea. The place of sepulture of the 
ancient Sidonians was on the adjacent mountain — 
which is honey-combed with cells cut in the rock, 
and connecting with one another by arched doors. 
These cells are all rectangular, from 10 to 15 feet 
square, and contain three niches, one in each wall ; 
the niche opposite the door usually exhibits sculptures 
in white marble surmounting a sarcophagus. Many 
of these cells have their walls covered with Phoenician 
inscriptions in bright colors. These cells are very 
similar to the Egyptian Catacombs, especially those 
of Sahara. In one of these sepulchral caves there 
was discovered in 1S55 a singular Phoenician anti- 
quity. It is a sarcophagus of black cyanite, with a 
lid carved in human form — bandaged like a iiinmmv, 
the face being bare. On the lid and on the head arc 
inscriptions in which the king of Sidon is mentioned. 
It evidently belongs to the lltli century b. o. This 
relie is now in the Louvre, Paris. 

The Maronites have a small chapel in a garden at 
the gates of the town ; and the tradition runs that 



here st<x»d the house in which Mary, the sister of 
1 Nizams, died. 

JERICHO, 

T11K VALLEY OF ML-KDEU. 

Jericho was a e it y of grea t an t i < ] n i ty and eons i dera hie 
importance — Id miles e. x. e. of Jerusalem, and 7 miles 
from the Jordan. It was situated at the mouth 
of AVady Kelt, and where the road from Jerusalem 
comes into the plain. The Jericho destroyed by Jodma 
was nearer to the fountain of Elisha — the prevent 
Ain Sultan. On the west and north of Jericho rise 
high limestone hills; one of which, the dreary 
Quarantina, rises 1,500 feet above t lie plain. The walls 
of Jericho were so wide that houses were built on 
them. The entrance to the city was through several 
gates, which were closed at dark, the same as is the 
practice in the East at the present day. 

Jericho is first mentioned as the city to which 
the spies were sent by Joshua; they lodged in the 
house of Rahab, upon the wall, and departed after 
promising to save her and all that were found in her 
house from destruction. In the annihilation that 
ensued, this promise was religioudy kept. This was 
the lir^t city taken by the Israelites west of the 
Jordan. Its walls are said to have supermini rally 
fallen down before the Jews, after being compared 
about seven days; it was then burnt with lire — after- 
ward^ it was rebuilt, and gradually rose into 
importance again. 

( )\er against Jericho, beyond the Jordan, ‘‘Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” In its plains 



THE VALLEY OF MURDER, NEAR JERiCUC. 





Zcdckiah was overtaken and captured by the Glia]- 
deans. In the return under Zerubbahel. t lie* children 
of Jericho, 345 in nuniher, were included. 

Jericho was fortilied by Paechides, and afterwards 
adorned with palaces, castles, and theatres hy Herod 
the Great. lie also founded a new town higher up 
the plain, and called it Phasrelis. 

Christ visited Jericho, and between Jerusalem and 
Jericho was laid the scene of the parable of the g.M>d 
Samaritan. All that is left to represent ancient 
Jericho is the village of Riba, containing about 
huts and an old square tower, occupied hy a small 
garrison. The houses are built of stones from the 
ancient ruins, and are merely four walls with a Hat 
roof. Each house lias a garden around it enclosed by 
a hedge of the thorny boughs of the Xnbk, a species 
of thorn-tree. A strong hedge of the same kind 
surrounds the whole village. The plain on which the 
village stands is rich and capable of easy tillage, 
with a climate to produce anything; but it now lies 
neglected, and the palm-trees, balsam, and honey for 
which it was famous, have long since disappeared. 

The inhabitants now, as in the earliest time, are 
noted for their lewdness. In consequence of this the 
Arabs, when approaching the place, frequently pro- 
vide themselves with a written paper or charm. a* a 
protection against the wiles of its women. 

The ruins about here are quite extensive, but so 
dilapidated that none of them can he recognized as 
belong\ng to any known structure. The most singular 
relic here is a block of sienitc red granite, the frag- 
ment of a large circular stone laying partly buried 
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in the earth. The diameter of this stone, when 
whole 1 , oould Dot have been less than 8 or 10 feet. 

Its circular cdire is full of small round holes. Near i 
hv are the remains of a circular foundation, on which 
it once probably lay. This stone has every ap- 
pearance of being Egyptian sienitc. 

About two miles from Jericho is the fountain Ain | 
Sultan. This fountain bursts forth at the east side \ 
of a group of mounds. It appears to have been once 
surrounded by a reservoir of hewn stones, but this is 
now mostly broken away and gone. These mounds 
are covered with substructions of unhewn stone. 

The route from Jericho to Jerusalem ascends 
through narrow rocky passes and deep ravines, and is 
a difficult and dangerous one, robberies being more 
frequent in it now than in the time of Chri>t ; and 
the dusky robbers who lie in wait here for trav- 
elers are believed to he the veritable descendants of 
the ancient inhabitants of this district. A short dis- 
tance up this road, is a deep dell called the Valley of 
[Murder — the traditional scene of the event related in 
the parable of the good Samaritan. Near this are 
found some massive ruins, in which is a deep arched 
vault or chamber, the entrance to which is nearly 
closed by debris. 

SITUS 1 1 AX, 

NOW SUSA. CITY OF QUEEN ESTHER, MOUDECAT, AND 

II AM AN. 

This ancient and royal city was S00 mile3 e. of 
Jerusalem and T20 s. of the Persian Gulf, in 
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wliat is called Elam on the map of tlie ancient 
world. 

It was situated between the rivers Knlnms and 
Shapur — where rast mounds of ruins have been 
found. 

Slmslian was originally the capital of the country 
called Elam (first mentioned in Gen. xv). The 
first distinct mention of the city is in Dan. vii. ‘J. 
In the inscriptions of Asslmr-bani-pal, the son and 
successor of Esarhaddon — he states that he took tin' 
place, and exhibits a ground plan of the city upon 
his sculptures. It was next in the possession of the 
Babylonians. After the conquest of Babylon by 
Cyrus it was transferred to the Persian dominions ; 
this transfer was probably the work of Darius llystas- 
pes. Shortly afterwards the Acluemenian* princes 
made it the capital of their whole empire, and the 
chief place of their residence. 

Shushan accordingly became the capital of Persia. 
The city retained its pre-eminence from this time 
until the period of the Macedonian conquest. When 
taken by Alexander lie found there sixty millions of 
dollars and all the regalia of the great king. 

Alexander’s preference for Babylon caused the neg- 
lect of Susa by his successors, until it at length fell 
into the hands of Antigonns, b. c. 315. The town, 
but not the citadel, was taken by Milo in his rebellion 
against Antiochus the Great, n. c. 221. At the Ara- 
bian conquest of Persia, a. d. GlO, it was bravely de- 
fended by IXormuzan. 

This city was the scene of the remarkable events 
* Median. 
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narraVd in the Hook of Esther; here TTainan con. 
.spired against Mordecai ami his people, the Jews, 
and procured an edict for their extermination. but 
was defeated by Mordecai and Queen Esther. Dan- 
iel had the vision of the ram and he-goat at Shmhnn 
t ho palace. Xehcmiah was at Shushan when he ob- 
tained from Artaxerxes permission to return into 
Judea and repair the wall* of Jerusalem. 

The extent and character of the ruins found here 
indicate the great size and splendor of the city. 
They cover an area of over 7 miles in circumfer- 
ence, and consist principally of four great artificial 
mounds or platforms. Of those the western, although 
the smallest in extent, is much the highest — being 1 Id 
feet above the level of the river Shapnr. It was con- 
structed of sunburnt bricks, earth, and gravel. In 
the centre of the top of this mound is a deep circular 
depression, doubtless a large court, surrounded bv 
elevated piles of buildings, the fall of which has given 
the present configuration to the surface. 

This mound appears to have boon the citadel or 
fortress. To the west of the citadel is t he great 
central platform, covering upwards of do acres, 70 
feet high, and very steep. The heavy rains of winter 
have worn deep ravines down the sides of this mound 
in many places ; thus disclosing much of the work 
of its ancient builders. The northern platform is a 
square mass, about 1,000 feet each wav, and from 
HO to GO feet high. East of the others i> another very 
extensive platform, but lower than the rest. Heyond 
these a number of smaller mounds are found, ex- 
tending nearly to the Dizful river. 


' 0 — V 



nuixs OF TflE PALACE at shushan. 




\ 




The most important discoveries made hero were 
in the western mound. 

Xlns was the platform on which the kind's palace 
stood. Here were discovered the liases of several of 
the columns, and the position of the whole of the 
seventy-two columns which supported the ediliee. On 
the bases of four of these were found inscriptions, 
according to which this palace was built by Darius 
11} staspes, and repaired by Artaxcrxcs Diugituanus. 
It consisted of a central hall, about 200 feet square, 
and three great porches on the exterior of ibis, and 
separated from it by walls 18 feet thick. These were 
doubtless the great audience halls of the palace. The 
great central hall was probably used fur all great 
ceremonies, such as the coronation of the kings, re- 
turning thanks, and making offerings to the gods for 
victories. The “king’s gate,” where llordccai sat, 
was doubtless a hall measuring about 100 feet square, 
with its roof supported by four pillars, and standing 
150 feet from the northern front of the portico. The 
inner court, where Queen Esther appeared to implore 
the king’s favor, was probably the space between the 
“king’s gate ’’and the northern terrace wall. The 
“royal house and the house of the women,” it is 
supposed, were situated behind this great hall, and 
were connected with it by a covered bridge over the 
ravine. 

Asthe bight of this splendid palace was 120 feet, and 
stood on a platform over 60 feet high, surrounded by 
subordinate palace buildings adorned with trees and 
shrubs, the whole reflected in the river at its base, tlio 
effect must have been truly grand and imposing. 
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Largo blocks of marble covered with hieroglyphics 
Arabs when digging for hidden 
treasure; and at the foot of one of the moundsstands 
the tomb of Daniel, erected oil the spot where the 
relics of that prophet are believed to rest. 

The site of this once beautiful capital is now deso- 
late, its only inhabitants being lions, wolves, lynxes, 
and jackals. 

CHAPTER X. 

SIIILOH. 

This was a famous city of Ephraim — about IS 
miles north by east of Jerusalem, and 10 south of 
Shcchem. The Ark of the Covenant remained here 
from n. c. 1JJ4 to 1110 n. c. In honor of the presence 
of the Ark, there was a feast of the Lord in Shiloh 
yearly, in one of which the daughters of Shiloh were 
seized by a remnant of the Benjainitcs. 

The ruins found here consist of fragments of 
columns, and large stones of various shapes. An 
immense oak, evidently of great age, stands among 
the ruins. Just beyond the precincts of Shiloh stands 
a dilapidated edifice, called by the natives the mosk 
of Seilun. At a short distance from the ruins is an 
ancient fountain, which first flows into a pool, and 
thence into a large stone reservoir — from which llocks 
and herds are watered — presenting a scene the same 
as might have been witnessed here 2000 years ago. 

RATE All. 

This w:is a very strong place east of the Jordan, 
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and as far back as the fourth century it was esteemed 
one of the most remarkable cities in ( Vie — S\ria. 
When first mentioned tins was the chief city of the 
Ammonites, and was said to contain the bed, or sar- 
cophagus, of the giant ()g. 

The site of Rabbah is 35 miles k. n. k. of .Jerusa- 
lem, and 23 miles is. of the Jordan. It was situated 
near the southern source of the Jahbok, and on the 
road between Ileshbon and Rostra, and was the la-t 
place at which a stock of water could be obtained 
for the journey across the desert. Its position was 
such as to render it an important garrison station for 
repelling the incursions of the wild tribes of the 
desert. 

At the commencement of David's first campaign 
against the Ammonites, a part of the army under 
Abishai was sent as far as Rabbah to keep the Am- 
monites in check, but the main force under Joab re- 
mained at Medeba. 

After the defeat of the Syrians at IJelam the Am- 
monite war was resumed, and this time Rabbah was 
the main point of attack. Joab took the command, 
and laid siege to the city. The siege laded nearly 
two years, as the inhabitants made a determined resist- 
ance, which was characterized by frequent tierce sal- 
lies. After Joab had taken the lower town, lie sent 
for David, as he desired that he should have the 
honor of taking the citadel or stronghold of the plan 
David shortly after arrived, when the citadel was ta- 
ken, and its inmates, with great booty, including the 
idol of Moloch, fell into his hands. 

It was during the time of this siege by Joab that 
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Uriah, l>v order of David, was placed in the fore- 
front of the battle, where he was , -lain \Sam. xi. la, 
U\ 17 ). 

In the time of Amo*, two and a half centuries la- 
ter, it again had a wall and palaces, and was btill the 
sanctuary of Moloch. At this period it is frequently 
mentioned in such terms as imply that it wa-uf equal 
importance with Jerusalem. From Ptolemy Phila- 
delphia in.c. 1^5) it received the name of Philadel- 
phia, hut afterwards resumed its ancient name. n.e. 
JO it was taken from the Arabs by Ilerod the Great. 
"When the Moslems conquered Syria they found this 
city in rnin? — ruins remarkable for their extent and 
desolation. The principal ruins are those of a thea- 
tre and a fortress. The theatre was very large, and its 
walls are quite well preserved. The ruins of the for- 
tress .-how that> it was built of large square stones, put 
together without cement. The remains of private 
hou-cs are also quite extensive. 

SAUDIS 

is about 100 miles i:. of Smyrna, and was formerly 
the capital of Cr<je>u*, king of Lydia, proverbial for 
the immensity of bis wealth. 

Sardis, now Part, is situated at the foot of Mount 
Tmolus. The route of Xerxes to Greece lay by Sar- 
dis. From its convenient position, and the fertile re- 
gion surrounding this citv, it was a commercial mart 
of considerable importance in the very earliest times. 
It was also a slave mart. 

The art of dyeing wool is said to have been in 





2i>5 


-9 - r s 


dved 


veil fed here, and it was fhe entrepot of the 
woolen manufactures. This was also the pf,,.,. 
where the metal cleetrum was procured, and here 
the Spartans sent, in the sixth century n. c., t , ,,, lr 
ehaso gold for gilding the face „f t ‘| u . .\pollo at 
Amyclm. This gold was prol.al.lv furni lu-d fro,,, 
the auriferous sand of the Taet-.ii.s, a l.rook whi.l. 
ran through the forum by the side of the great ten. 
pleof Cybele. This eitv changed hands several time 
during the contests after the death of Alexander. It 
was taken and sacked by the army of Antioehus the 
(ireat in 214 n.c. In the time of the Kmperor 'I’i 
bertns, Sardis was desolated by an eartlnpiuke, and a 
pestilence followed. It was taken and nearly de- 
stroyed by Tamerlane, a.d. 1400. 

It is now a small village, but contains a large khan 
for the accommodation of travelers, it being on the 
road for the caravans coming out of Persia to Smyrna 
with silk. 

The ruins of the ancient city arc to the southward 
of the town, chief among which are those of the 
massive temple of Cybele, a theatre and a stadium. 
Two columns of the temple are still standing, and are 
6 feet 4£ inches in diameter, at about 05 feet below 
the capital. One stone in their architrave was cal- 
culated to weigh 25 tons. The present soil is m >re 
than 25 feet above the pavement. The ruin-, of the 
theatre and stadium are on the north side of the Acro- 
polis, overlooking the valley of the llermns. The 
diameter of the theatre was 400 feet, and that of tl e 
stadium 1,000. The liight on which the eitadel was 
built is badly shattered by ail earthquake. The 
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mins and the counties K‘|in]dim] mounds in tlic vi- 
cinitv indicate what Sardis was before earthquakes 
and the sword had laid it waste. 

The Turks, in their hatred of all images, have 
sawn to pieces and burnt into lime nearly all of the 
beautiful >eulptures which adorned the Temple and 
other public buildings, of which there were thousands 
of figures of men and animals in the best style of 
Greek art. 


TARSUS 

is 3^5 miles from Jerusalem via Joppa and the 
Mediterranean. It is situated in a fertile plain, on 
the banks of the river Cydnus, 12 miles from its 
mouth. This city wie at one time the metropolis of 
Cilicia, and a place of considerable importance. It 
was distinguished for the culture of Greek literature 
and philosophy. In the number of its schools and 
learned men it rivaled Athens and Alexandria. It 
was also illustrious as the birth-place of the Apostle 
Paul (Saul). 

It is now called Tarpons, and though much decayed 
and full of ruins, it still contains a population of 
7, ‘>00 inhabitants in the summer, and 3n,<M»0 in the 
winter, mostly Turks. The excessive heat of summer 
drives a large part of the people to the highlands of 
the interior. 

As the ancient city contained no public edifices of 
any considerable si/x*, none of the many ruins can be 
identiiied. 



TIBERIAS 

was a city of Galileo, rebuilt by Herod Anti 
and named by him in honor of the Emperor Tiberia . 
It is GS miles n. by k. of Jerusalem, and is situated 
on the western shore of Lake Gennesareth, not far 
from where the Jordan issues from the lake. On the 
shore, about a mile south of the town, are the cele- 
brated warm baths which the Roman naturalist record 
ed among the greatest known curiosities in the world. 

Tiberias was the capital of Galilee from the Roman 
conquest until the reign of Herod Agrippa II. .Many 
of the inhabitants were Greeks and Romans, and 
foreign customs prevailed to such an extent as to give 
offence to the stricter Jews. Herod Antipas built 
here a palace, and established a race-course. In the 
Jewish war, which ended in the destruction of .Jeru- 
salem, Tiberias bore a conspicuous part, especially 
during the command of Josephus, in Galilee, who for- 
tified this city. At that time there was here an im- 
mense Jewish jproseucha — a house of prayer, in which 
he convened a public meeting of the people. 

This city and Taricluea still belonged to Agrippa. 
and Vespasian marched against them to subdue ihein 
again to his allegiance. On his approach to the city, 
the principal inhabitants went out and made their 
submission to him, and the Roman army occupied the 
town. They afterwards erected a fortified camp at 
Emmans, which continued to be the headquarters 
during the siege of Taricluea. That city was nt 
length taken by troops under the command of Ti- 
tus ; great numbers of the inhabitants having escaped 
18 


gss 

bv water in bouts, Vespasian 1 1 a < 1 boats built, pursued 
and overtook tliein, when a battle \v:n fought, in 
wliieli the Jews were totally overthrown. In this 
battle, and in the capture of the oin, the slain 
amounted to 7 , 700 , of whom 1.200, being too old or 
too voimg to labor or bear arms, were put to death in 
cold blood in the stadium of Tiberias. 

Celebrated schools of Jewish learning* flourished 
here through a succession of several centuries, and 
the Minima was compiled here by the great Rabbi, 
Judali Ilakkodcsh (a.d. 100). 

During the reign of Constantine this city passed 
into the possession of the Christians ; and during 
the Crusades it was lost and won repeatedly by 
the different combatants. Since that time it ha* been 
possessed successively by Persian*. Arabs, and Turks, 
and is now under the rule of the latter. During its 
occupation by the Crn«adcrs they erected a church — 
in which the Arabs have since housed their cattle. 

The modern town, Tfibariych, stands on a part of 
the site of the ancient city ; and was half destroyed 
by an earthquake in 1S37. It lias now a population 
of only 2,500 inhabitants, one-fourth of whom are 
Jews, and the rest Mohammedans and Christians. 
The inhabitants now, as of old, draw a considerable 
part of their subsistence from the lake, ii>h being 
quite plenty in it. 

The walls of the town are little hotter than heaps of 
ruin^, the castle is much shattered, and the whole 
place lias an aspect of extreme wretchedness. South 
of the town are numerous ruins of a still more ancient 
city, probably Chinneroth, extending for a mile and a 



half nearly to the hot springs. The wutm of the „ 
springs arc salt, and too hot for iinm.-,] ijito me, hut 
they arc still much resorted to by imulids. 


CESAREA. 

STRATo’s TOWKK. 

Ccsarea was situated on the coast, 2S miles north 
of Joppa, and GO from Jerusalem via Joppa. 

on this part of tin* 


In Strabo’s time there wr 
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coast merely a town, called « Strata's tower 


a landing-place. Afterwards Herod the Creat built 
a city here, on which the utmost care and expen.-c 
■were lavished ; a vast breakwater protected its harbor, 
llcie the Ilerodian kings resided, also Eestus Felix, 
and other Roman Procurators of Judea. Here were 
the headquarters of the military forces of the pro- 
vince. The population consisted chiefly of Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans. Constant feuds took place be- 
tween the Jew3 and Greeks. At the Jewish syna- 
gogue the Old Testament was read in Greek. 

At Ccsarea, Vespasian was declared Emperor of 
Romo. This city was a place of considerable impor- 
tance even as late as the time of the Crusades ; but 
it is now utterly desolate, and its ruins have long 
been a quarry from which materials for building 
other towns have been drawn. 


SOURCES OF THE JORDAX. 


PANEAS, NOW BANIAS — SOURCES OF THE KIVKR JORDAN. 

Paneas is 120 miles n. n. e. of Jerusalem, at the 
base of Mount Hermon. 


290 


The annals of this city run back from llerod's time 
into the a ire of heathenism. It was the Pallium of 
Josephus, and the Pancas of the Greeks and Homans, 
and the inscriptions are not yet obliterated which 
show that the god Han had a sanctuary there. Titus 
exhibited gladiatorial shows in this citv, in which he 
made the captive Jews light and kill each other. 
The modern village is called Hanias, the Arabic 
form of Haneas. It is small and poor, containing 
only 100 houses. Just north of the village is a well- 
built stone bridge. 

The ruins of the ancient city are extensive, and 
consist of heaps of stone and architectural fragments. 
The vast castle above the site of the city is still the 
inos.t remarkable fortress in Palestine. 

At the base of the mountain, at the x. E. side of 
the village of Hanias, is a spacious cavern, from which 
i-sues the eastern source of the Jordan. Niches have 
been cut in the face of the rocks directly above the 
cavern, and in other places, apparently to receive 
statues. "When these niches were cut they had each 
an inscription, but they are now so obliterated that 
only a part of one can be made out. The second 
source of the Jordan is at a place called Tell el-Kady, 
three miles w. x. w. of Hanias. llcre is a small ele- 
vation, having a Hat space on its top, in which are two 
springs, one of which is very large. The united wa- 
ters of these springs form a considerable stream, which 
unites with that from Hanias, 5 miles below. The 
third source is about 3 miles w. by x. from Hasbciya. 
Here is a fountain, the waters of which are conlined 
by a dam, forming a large basin ; ju>t below tin* dam 
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is a bridge. At a short distance west of this fnim 
tain are the remarkable pits or mines of solid as* 
phaltum. 

The locations of the sources of t ho Jordan arc as 
follows — viz., the main eastern source, at Lanin*, is 
in Lat. 33° 17', and 35° 40' east Lon. from (i men wich ; 
and the western source — llasbciya— is in Lat. 33 ' 30', 
and Lon. 35° 41'. 

Panias is 120 miles n. n. e. of Jerusalem, and 
llasbciya is 135 


CAPEPXAUM. 

The site of Capernaum is near the x. w. shore of 
the Sea of Galilee — 78 miles n. by e. from Jeru- 
salem. It was on the frequented route from Damas- 
cus to the Mediterranean. This was a chief city of 
Galilee in the time of Christ. It had a synagogue; 
also a customs station where dues were collected 
both by stationary and itinerant officers. 

Capernaum was the residence of Christ during a 
considerable part of his ministry, and the scene of 
many of his wonderful works. It was here lie worked 
the miracle on the Centurion’s servant, on Simon's 
wife’s mother, the paralytic, and on the men afflicted 
with an unclean spirit. The brothers Simon Peter 
and Andrew belonged at Capernaum. In conse- 
quence of the unbelief of the people of this and other 
cities of the plain, the Lord pronounced their doom : 
“And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell : for if the 
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mighty works which have been <1 < >110 in thee had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day." 

The ruins said to lie those of Capernaum consist of 
walh and foundations covering a space of one-half 
a mile in length bv one-fourth of a mile in width. 


ANTIOCII. 

PAPUNTv THE FAMOlTS GKO VIC OF APOLLO. 

Antioch is 300 miles n. hy w. from Jerusalem, and 
30 miles east of the Mediterranean Sea. Antioch was 
founded 3ol jj. e., hy Seleueus Nicator, who named 
it after his father, Antiochus. It is situated on the 
left hank of the Orontes, in the midst of a fertile and 
beautiful plain, nearly surrounded by high hills. The 
•neighborhood of these hills and the Mediterranean im- 
part a freshness and salubrity t<>the climate of An- 
tioch to be found in hut few places in Syria. Its 
commercial advantages also were great ; for the Oron 
tes was navigable for small vessels to the sea, thus 
bringing it in easy communication with the tratlic of 
the Mediterranean ; while on the other side it was 
conveniently situated for a large caravan trade with 
the countries in the interior, especially Damascus. 

Although Seleueus founded Antioch, the part 
built in his time was only what ultimately formed 
about one-fourth of the city; the other three parts 
were successively added — the last by Antiochus Kpi- 
plumes, to whom some of its chief embellishments 
were due ; in particular a magnificent street of about 
four miles in length, with double colonnades, and 



crossed at right angles by other streets. Subsequent 
rnonarehs added public building*, among whieli wn* 
a splendid museum built by Antioelms Philnpuier. 

The city grew under the Selcucid (Greek) kings, un- 
til it became a metropolis of great extent and re 
markable beauty. In its most Nourishing period in 
population is estimated to have been over duo, non. 
From the first the Jews formed a considerable portion 
of depopulation, and enjoyed equal privileges with 
the Greeks. 

At the commencement of the Christian era, A ntioeh 
had lost but little of its greatness and refinement 
being then a place of high culture, and renowned for 
the cultivation of the arts and sciences. It was no 
less noted, however, for its luxurious living, effemi- 
nate manners, jocular humor, gross superstition, and 
licentious idolatry. Not only did the city itself con- 
tain unusual incitements to false worship, with their 
accompanying pollutions, but adjoining the city, and 
forming a kind of a suburb, was Daphne, with the 
famous temple and grove of Apollo. This suburb 
was deeply bosomed in a dense grove of laurels 
and cypresses, which was ten miles in circumference, 
and formed a cool and impenetrable shade. .Many 
streams of the purest water, issuing from the kills, 
preserved the rich verdure of the earth, and tempera 
lure of the air; the senses were gratified with har- 
monious sounds, and aromatic odors. This peaceful 
consecrated to health, luxury, 

The vigorous youth pursued like Apollo the object of 
his desires; and the blushing maid was warned by 
the fate of Daphne to shun the folly of unreasonable 
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covno**. Tli o philosopher and soldier wisely avoided 
the temptation of this sensual paradise, where plea- 
sure, a»uming the character of religion, imperceptibly 
dissolved the firmness of manly virtue. 

Notwithstanding the city was so corrupt and de- 
structive to puhlie decency. it not only enjoxed a large 
stated revenue from public pleasures, hut was con- 
tinually receiving fresh gifts from emperors and 
nobles, to increase the splendor of its ediliees and the 
attractions of its peculiar suburb. Vet in the face of 
these corrupting agencies, and the powerful support 
they were receiving, Christianity found in Antioch 
one of its firmest strongholds; and in the course of 
time completely turned the tide against the long con- 
tinued and richly endowed idolatry of the place. So 
that when the Emperor Julian went, on the occasion 
of the animal festival, after great preparations and 
apparent enthusiasm, to prove his devotions to the 
Daphnian Apollo, no offering was presented along 
with his, except a single goose, which was provided at 
the expense of a priest, who was the pale and solitary 
inhabitant of the decayed temple. 

Antioch, the Queen of the East, from the beauty of 
its situation and the splendor of its buildings, might 
well deserve the dedication to Apollo which it ob- 
tained from Selenen*. lint to the Christian it has a 
higher interest, as being the greatest Arrhiepiseopal 
see, tilled by St. Peter himself; and the place where 
the disciples of Christ were first emboldened to adopt 
the name of the Divine .Master. From its own im- 
portance as the finest and largest city in that part oi 
Asia .Minor, also from its commanding position, it 
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can readily he understood how the first heralds of the 
Gospel should have sought to cany the tiding of 
salvation, and lay there the foundation of a ( hii thm 
church. The ellorts ol the Apostles wen* crowned 
with such success, that this city became distinguished 
for the variety of its gifts, the liberality of its spirit, 
and its forwardness in the cause of Chri>tianit v. 

Ignatius, who suffered martyrdom under Traj m at 
Koine, was bishop of Antioch forty year> ; ( hr\.-ob- 
tom, the eloquent preacher, was born here. 

Antioch has suffered greatly hv earthquakes, and 
has had its share in all the vicissitudes that ed 
over the district in whieli it is situated : conquered 
by the Saracens, retaken by the Greeks, again in the 
hands of the Moslems; during the wars of tin 
Crusaders the scene of terrible battles, siege.-, and 
brilliant exploits; again taken from the Moslem*, and 
finally retaken by them. 

In 1822 Antioch contained a population of 20,000, 
but in that year an earthquake destroyed one- 
fourth of its inhabitants. It is now an Arab village 
with a population of about 6000 , and occupies only 
about one-fourth of the area inclosed within the 
ancient wall; the houses have sloping roofs, are 
covered with tiles, and are very slightly built, — the 
heavy snows that often fall in this part of the coun- 
try, and the frequency of earthquakes, have taught 
the inhabitants to adopt this style of building. Tin 
Oroutes is here headed back for the purpose of turn- 
ing an enormous wheel to raise water, which i> con- 
ducted by troughs to the farthest extremity of the 
town, — which, dripping in its passage over the 
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streets, renders many of them impassable except 
under the cover of an umbrella. 

The few Christians remaining in Antioch have no 
elmreh ; and the only external mark that has survived 
its ancient Christianity is the name borne by its prin- 
cipal gate — St. Paul. Many broken and scattered 
remains of its greatness are still' to be seen among the 
ruins; and on the s. w. tide of the town there is a 
steep mountain ridge, upon which a considerable 
portion of the old iioinnn wall is .-till standing, of great 
bight and thickness. At short intenals are high 
towers, containing a staircase and two or three 
chambers — probably guard-rooms. There were 4<>n 
of the.-e towers. The wall i*u*is in a direct line up 
the steepest part of the mountain to its top. The in- 
tervals between the towers were formed into stairs, by 
which the soldiers marched to and front their stations 
and the citadel above. The wall runs along two dis- 
tinct hill-tops, separated from each other by a deep 
ravine, across which it was continued upon an arch 
for the water to pass, called the “ Iron Port.” I bit 
time and repeated earthquakes have nearly demolish- 
ed this part of it. 

After heavy rains antique marble pavements are 
visible in many parts of the town, and gems, corne- 
lians, and rings are frequently found. 

During the present year — 1^7- — a terrible earth- 
quake overthrew a part of the city, and destroyed 
several hundred of the people. 
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EPIIESUS. 

THE KENOWNUD TfvMI'LE OK MAN A. 

Tlie site of this ancient city is about, *10 miles s. k 
of Smyrna, and GOO n. w. of Jerusalem. It \vu<> 
situated near the mouth of the river Cm’hter, and 
stood partly on the level ground, and partly on tin* 
hills Mt. Prion and Coressus. Its harlior at the 
mouth of the Cayster was admirably constructed, and 
was atone time capable of accommodating a large ileet 
of the shipping of the day. in the Roman tine s 
two great roads led eastward from Ephesus; one 
through the passes of Tmolus to Sardis and (lalatia. 
and the other round the extremity of Paetyas to 
Magnesia, and up the valley of the Meander to 
Ieonium, from whence the communication was direct 
to Syrian Antioch and the Euphrates. Corresponding 
with these roads, there appear to have been, on the 
e. side of Ephesus, Sardian and Magnesian gates. 
There were also coast roads leading northward to 
Smyrna, and southward to Miletus. Py the latter 
the Ephesian elders traveled to meet Paul at the 
latter city. St. Paul’s first visit to Ephesus was id ion t 
a. d. 54, and on his return from the second mi>don- 
ary circuit. On his second visit he remained o\er 
two years, during which time he labored in the 
synagogue, schools, and in private houses. Here 
also the Apostle John spent the hitter part of his life. 

At the head of the harbor stood the great 1 in pie 
of Diana, the tutelary divinity of the city. In con.-o- 
quenee of the swampy nature of the ground, immense 
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substructions wore built, on which the temple was I 
erected. The fii>t temple wus burnt — this happened | 

the night that Alexander the Great was born {u. c. II 
u>»). Hut by the enthu>ia>tic co-operation of all the L 
inhabitants in this part of Asia, another temple was ( 
erected, which in many respects surpassed the first. ( ! 
The dimensions of the second temple were 425 feet ■ 
Ion" by -20 feet broad. It was built of white mar- ! 
blc, cedar, and cypress, and was profusely ornamented 
with "old. It had 127 columns, each GO feet high. 

The magnificence of this edifice was proverbial 
throughout the world, and the devotion to the god- 
dess Diana was such that criminals were exempted 
from arrest at the temple, or even within an eighth of 
a mile of it. Another consequence of the worship of 
Diana at Ephesus was, that a large manufactory of j] 
portable shrines grew up there. These shrines were 
eagerly purchased by devotees, who set them up in 
their houses or carried them with them on their jour- i 
neys. 1 

The next remarkable structure at Ephesus was its ' 
theatre — the largest of its kind ever built. — It was GGO ( 

feet in diameter, and could accommodate 50,000 spec- I 
tatoi*s. 1 

Asia at this time was a proconsular province, but 


Ephesus was a free city, and had its own assemblies 
and magistrates. Conspicuous mention is made of the 
most important municipal oilieer of Ephesus — the 
Toim Cl< /’/*, or hr*] nr of n cords, who was a person 
of great responsibility and inlluence. 

The ruins of the city are of vast extent, and the 
outlines of the theatre still remain in the solid rock. 


Vestiges of the Temple „f ]>i lllm h:nc tnw, 1 
only the present year hy the Key. .|. '[ 
Sculptures of great beauty ami v.luc hax. 1,,, 
brought to light, ami it is expected that the e.\pl.., (l 
tions liow going on will uncover many valuable relic 
of this ancient city. 


GAD'A-IIA 

was a strong city 7 miles s. e. of the Sea of Calih-e 
and 05 N. N. e. of Jerusalem. It was situam.l m ar 
the river Ilieromax, on the level summit of a ,n 
limestone hill. 

The first mention in history of Gadara is its cap. 
ture by Antioclius the Great, n. c. 2 IS. During the 
Jewish civil wars it was destroyed — and rebuilt by 
1 ompey n. c. 03, and afterwards made the capital 
of a district by Gabinius. On the first outbreak of 
the war with the Jews, Gadara was captured by Ves- 
pasian, its inhabitants massacred, and the city with 
its surrounding villages burnt. 

The ruins are extensive, and comprise the remains 
of two theatres, a city gate, part of the wall of the 
city, a straight main street, with its pavement nearly 
perfect, and prostrate columns on both sides of the 
street. But the most curious and interesting ruin* 
here are the ancient tombs. They are very numerous 
in the cliffs around the city, and are cut in the m ‘d 
rock chambers from 10 to 20 feet sijnare, with 
doors of stone turning on stone hinges. In the sub s 
of these rooms are recesses in which the bodies were 
placed. Many of these sepulchral chambers have 
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changed their character uf tombs of the dead forhabi 
tat ions of the living as the present inhabitants of 
the place me them for dwellings. 

LVDDA 

is nine miles from Joppa, on the road to Jerusalem. 
In the time of Josephus, Lydda was a place of con- 
siderable size and inportance. n. c. 43, this city, 
with the neighboring places, became the prey of the 
insatiate Cabins, by whom the inhabitants were sold 
into slavery to raise the exorbitant taxes imposed ; 
but Antony soon restored them to their city and 
liberty. St. George was a native of Lydda, and after 
his martyrdom his remains were buried there, over 
which a church was built and dedicated to his honor. 
The English Cru.-aders adopted him as the Patron 
Saint of England, and many fabulous legends are 
told of his exploits. 

The modern town is small, but for a Mohammedan 
place is pro>perous. 

The ruins of the stately Church of St. George pre- 
sent a remarkable appearance. 


NAZARETH. 

This place is 07 miles north of Jerusalem, 6 miles 
w. x. w. of Mount Tabor, and nearly half way from 
the Jordan to the .Mediterranean. Nazareth is situ- 
ated on the side <»f a hill overlooking a fertile and 
beautiful valley surrounded by hills, with a narrow 
outlet towards the south. The surrounding hills vary 
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in 1 nglit from 100 to 500 feet above the level of the 
valley. The soil is rich and well cultivated, pro 
during a great variety of fruit., grain, vegetal den, and 
flowers, which ripen early and in rare perfection. 

From the summit of the hill on which Nazareth 
stands is a magnificent prospect. Towards the north 
are seen the many hills of Galileo, and the c\e 
reposes on the majestic and snow-crowned Ilemion. 
On the east, the Jordan valley may he traced; and 
beyond it the dim bights of ancient I Indian. Tow- 
ards the south spreads the broad and beautiful 
plain of Esdrrelon, with the hold outline of .Mount 
Tabor, with parts of Little llernnm and Gilhoa vi-ib 
on its eastern border, and the hills of Samaria on the 
south, while Carmel rises on the west of the pla n, 
and dips his feet in the blue waters of the Mediter- 
ranean. 

Nazareth derives its celebrity from its connection 
with the history of Christ. At Nazareth Joseph and 
Mary lived ; here the angel announced to the Virgin 
the Messiahs birth; to Nazareth the Holy Family 
returned after their flight into Egypt ; here Jcmis 
lived from infancy to manhood; hero He taught in 
the synagogue, and was twice rejected by his towns- 
men, who attempted on the last occasion to cn-t him 
down from a the brow of the hill on which the city 
was built. 55 The title on the cross designated him 
as “ Jesus of Nazareth. 55 At the Fountain of the 
Virgin, at the north-eastern extremity of the town, 
according to tradition, the mother of desus received 
the angel’s salutation. A remarkable precipice, nearly 
perpendicular and 50 feet high, near the Mar- mite 


church, is >aid to be the identical one over which his 
infuriated townsmen attempted to hurl Jesus. 

The modern Nazareth belongs to the better class of 
Eastern villages. .Most of the houses are well built 
<»f -tone, and appear neat and comfortable : but the 
streets are narrow and crooked, and after a rain are 
so full of mud as to be nearly impassable. Its popu- 
lation is between three and four thousand. A few 
are Mohammedans, the rest Latin and Greek. 

The country around is the best cultivated in Pales- 
tine; and in the season of rains is fresh and preen 
cvervwhere, carpeted with tlowers, and shady with 
orchards and proves. 

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 

origin of Tin: onnnn — Tin: BArn.n-Fin.n of n attin — 
massacre of Tin-: knights. 

After the conquest of Jerusalem bv the Crusa- 
ders, pilgrims and other travelers from all parts of 
Europe visited the Holy Land in great numbers; 
manv of whom, when traveling from one place to 
another, especially when going from the coa>t to 
Jerusalem, were robbed, ami subjected to various 
outrages and indignities by the Mohammedans, who 
regarded them as interlopers and Christian dogs, and 
treated them as such whenever an opportunity pre- 
sented itself, f rom this .‘-fate* of things arose the 
necessity of an organization for the protection of 
pilgrims and others, while traveling in the Holy 
Land. Hence, in 11 IS, a society was formed, called 



tlie “Poor Soldiers of Jesus,” whose dutv it ua to 
act as escort and guard for the ( 'liriMian tnmdrr ; 
especially those visiting Jerusalem. This hmnl. 
society soon became so popular, that to ImTui:: to it 
was esteemed an honor; and its aera tions in imm- 
hers and wealth were such as to eventually render it 
the most powerful and wealthy organization the 
world has ever seen. 

KNTIGIITS TEMPI, A Its. 

The buildings allotted to the “ Poor Soldiers of 
Jesus” were in the Temple enclosure, and some of 
them oil the site of Solomon’s Temple, from whieh 
circumstance they received the name, Knights Tem- 
plars. In time this order embraced in its ranks 
many of the best architects of the day; and the 
ruins of castles, fortresses, and fortified towns, lniilt 
by them, are monuments of the skill and energy of 
this warlike and mechanical order. 

causes which led to their destruction-. 

At this period, Palestine was covered with cattles 
and fortified * towns, which were occupied and com- 
manded by petty barons, Ivnights of St. John, and 
Knights Templars ; but all subject to the king at .Jeru- 
salem. Yet the commanders of these fortress de- 
clared war and made peace at their own will and 
pleasure — not only against the common enemy hut 
against one another ; and what renders this state f 
anarchy more surprising is, that the Christian 
occupants of Palestine were nearly surrounded b\ a 





warlike ami watchful enemy, ready to improve the 
liist opportunity for their destruction. \ ot at this 
time, under the leadership of a man of even ordinary 
eapacitv. order might liave been restored. and the 
( 'li rie-t ian rule perpetuated in the Holy Land, lint 
this opportunity for consolidating their power was soon 
lo-t : for, in 1 1 the throne was usurped by Guv 
of Lusignan, who had many enemies, and at least one 
powerful rival. Among the petty rulers at this 
time were Count Raymond of Tripolis, and Raynald 
of Clmtillon, Lord of Iveralc and other castles, and 
who had associated with him a large number of 
Knights Templars. Raymond was a bitter enemy 
and rival of the king, and had even entered into 
negotiations with Saladin, and received aid from 
him. .Notwithstanding the situation among the 
Franks* was such as to invite attack, a truce had 
been concluded with the Sultan, which might have 
been followed by a period of repose. Rut this peace 
wa- soon terminated, and that too by the Christians ; 
for the reckless Raynald of Iverak, disregarding the 
compact with the Sultan, fell upon and plundered a 
large caravan of merchants passing from Damascus 
to Arabia, imprisoning the women and children, 
and ma>saercing many of the men. Enraged at 
this, Saladin swore a solemn oath to put Raynald to 
death with his own hands, should he ever get him 
into his power; and immediately commenced mak- 
ing immense preparations for avenging this breach 
of faith on the part of the Franks; and in response 
to Ills call hosts of the swarthy and fierce warriors of 

* A k^-ncral uarae applied to the Europeans hr the Turks. 
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the Crescent were soon assembled at Damascus fmm 
all parts of the empire. 

BATTLE OF 11ATTIN AlASSACKi; OF THE kXK.IMS 11 M 

FLA US. 

Mount IIattin, on the slo]>es of which the great 
battle was fought, is sixty-live miles north 1>\ < a t 
from Jerusalem, and twentv-fonr miles ea-t*.- nth- 
east of Acre ; and is nearly on a line between Tabor 
and Ilermon. 

The dire intelligence of the preparations of Sal- 
adin for war, soon reached the Christian princes, and 
induced them to cease their strife, and unite at 
once for mutual defence. They established their 
rendezvous at the fountain of Scfurieh, fifteen miles 
south-east of Acre, where were soon assembled the 
most cluvalric iiost which had ever fought airaimt 
the Saracens ill the Holy Land. The Hospitalers 
and Tern] Jars came with many troops from their 
castles; Raymond, with his forces from Tiherias 
and Tripolis; Raynald, with a train of knights from 
Kerak and Shbbek ; other barons from Sidon, 
Antioch, and Cesarea, and the king from Jerusalem, 
with a host of knights and hired troops, altogether 
making an army of over 50,o00 men. 

The position chosen by the Christian? was n g< * >< 1 
one, and had water and other resources in abundance. 
They were also inspired by the presence of the Holy 
Cross, which had been brought from Jerusalem by 
the Bishops of PtolemaYs and Lydda. Thus pre- 
pared, the army waited the approach of the Saracens 
for over a month, when suddenly the hosts of Sa .din 
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appeared on the west side* of the Jordan, swooped 
around the northern end of Lake Tiberias, and 
thence. Southerly, down its west side to the heights 
north of the village of Tiberias; where they en- 
camped, in the hope of drawing the Franks from 
their position. Light detachments had preceded the 
main army; these penetrated to the neighborhood of 
Nazareth — to Jezrecl, and Mount Gilboa, laying waste 
the land with lire and sword. Upon iinding that 
the Franks did not advance, Salad in sent a detach- 
ment of light troops and took possession of Tiberias, 
the residence of Count IJaymond, who>e wife, with 
her children, retired to the ca-lle. On the dd of 
July, intelligence of the capture of Tiberias reached 
t lie Chri.'tiun camp. The king immediately called a 
council of war, to decide upon the measures to be 
pursued. -\t a large majority were for march- 
ing at once for the deliverance of Tiberias; but 
liavmond, although of all others personally the most 
interested, ad\i.-ed to remain where they were, fortify 
their camp, and act on the defensive ; as experience 
had taught him that the Fabian policy was the mo.-t 
sueee-.Tnl against Saladin. IIitc, in their fortitied 
portion, with abundance of resources of all kinds, 
tln*v had every reason to hope for complete success 
against tin* attacks of the undisciplined hordes of 
the Sultan ; but if they marched on Tiberias, they 
would expose them**el\ e- to constant attacks of 
myriads of Saracenic ca\ulry, in a region without 
water, under the burning heat of summer, where, 
hara-M'd and exhausted, their retreat might lie cut off. 
This advice was unanimou>lv approved bv tin* king, 




barons, and all, with but one exception- the Cnud 
Master of tlic Templars; who, listening on | v tn tlir 
dictates of chivalry, went to the tent of tin kin- 
after the council had broken up, and conjured him 
not to let such a stain of cowardice rc-t upon the 
Christian name, and fame of the Knights, of ^hid, 
the army was so largely composed, hut to march at 
once to the attack ol the Mohammedan hosts. 
this the king at length yielded, and gave the order 
to arm, and march upon Tiberias* Tpon rrenV 
ing this unexpected order, the harons rt*j >:i i r< 1 
to the quarters of the king, to endeavor to diss, m do 
him from this step ; but he would not even give* them 
an audience, and his order to advance was immedi- 
ately carried out. Salad in had great confidence of 
victory, could he but draw the "Franks from their 
position, and bring on a general engagement ; con- 
sequently their advance fell in completely with hi* 
wishes and plans. He immediately despatched nU 
light troops to harass the Christian army on its 
march, and posted his main army along the high 
ground between Tiberias and Tell JIattin. This 
was on Friday. In the afternoon the Christian arniv 
reached the open ground around el Liibieh, when 
immediately a sharp engagement between the light 
troops of the two armies took place, hut with no 
results of importance, as the King’s soldiers wen* so 
exhausted by their long march under the scorching 
sun, and suffering so much from thirst, that thev 
made no headway against the tierce Saracens. Fre- 

* But few of the military terms in use now were known nt the 
period in which this battle took place. 
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vious to making tlie advance, the Christians were 
tilled with confidence in their superior prowe-s and 
tactics, euiis-eqnently the roiilt of the first on>et 
nut only astonished them, but tilled them with fear 
and dismav ; and imtead of preying on at once, and 
attacking the army of Snladin, and at lea-t breaking 
through to *the lake, where a supply of water might 
be obtained, the king gave orders to encamp on 
the rocky plain, where there was no water, and thus 
deferred a general engagement until the next day. 
This was a fatal step, and was said to have been 
compelled by Raymond, from treachery; and. from 
the manner of his escape at the termination of 
the battle, it would appear as though there was some 
collusion between him and Snladin. The night 
was a dreadful one for the Chri.-tians: suffering 
from thirst, and not a drop of water within their 
reach, and in such fear of a night attack that sleep 
was out of the question. Added to this, the Saracen 
scouts succeeded in approaching very near their camp 
and setting fire to the dry dirubs round about it, 
the heat and smoke of which increased still more 
their distresses. In this situation the night was 
passed ; and at early dawn they found themselves 
closely surrounded by the hosts of Salad in, tin died 
with confidence, and eager for the conflict — which 
commenced by their attacking the more exposed parts 
of the Chrbtian army, which brought on a general 
engagement ; and whenever the Franks pressed for- 
ward in solid un£*cs, or made a well-directed charge, 
the Saracens gave way at once, but would again return 
to the eontlict ; and, by hovering around and making 






constant charges against vulnerable pam* t | _ 
ceeded in exhausting and demorali/in . t | | ; , 
so that the foot-soldiers broke their nmU < 
threw down their arms add surrendered • oil er |1, ] 
and were pursued and cut to pieces ; while the ' 
body retreated m confusion to the summit , f \[ , 
Ilattin. from which the king attempted to rallv t) , 
to support the knights in protecting the Ih,)v ( 
hut without avail. An attempt wa- then I,,., ) . u ] 
encamp around the Cross; !„tt the Saraeei , now 
pressed upon them, and discharged a s]„,wer of 
arrows, by one of which the hearer of the (Y - 
slain. In this extremity the king gave ord, r- to re- 
new the fight; but it was too late, as th. v were 
so exhausted and disheartened that thev were hat 
little better than a confused mol, ; and. ‘in this ex- 
tremity, Raymond and his followers, when ordere 1 t , 
advance, put their horses to full speed over the dead 
bodies of their fallen comrades, and rn-lied tlinmch 
the ranks of the enemy, w/tic/i t, It t/,. ,-i 

pass, and thus escaped, by a shameful flight, in the 
direction of Tyre. The king then withdrew to the 
height of Tell Ilattin, with a few knights and other 
brave followers, where, for a time, thev maintained 
their position against the fearful odds agaiu-t them, 
but were at length obliged to yield, when some wer- 
driven headlong over the steep precipice on the i - >rt It- 
em side of the hill, and others were taken pri- a , r ,. 
Among the latter were the King, Raynald of ( lt '- 
llon, Ilonroy of Toron, the .Bishop of India, .u 1 
the Grand Master of the Templars. The' latter, .al- 
though his advice to advance might have been inj nli- 











cions, yet by his conduct throughout this bloody con* 
llict added new lustre to the reputation of the 
Knight- Templars for chi vulrie courage and fortitude. 

1 tiimediately after the battle, the captive princes 
were led before Saladin, who received them in the 
antechamber of his pavilion, and with the respect 
due to their positions — except Kaynald, on whom his 
eye fell liercely. for he remembered him as the bitter 
enemy of bis peoj.de, and as t lie immediate cause of 
this eontliet. in which so many of his be>t warriors 
had lost their lives. At the order of Saladin, cool 
sherbet was presented to the kin*;; but when the 
latter ]>a--ed it to liaynald, Saladin said to him, 
“Thou givc-t him drink, not I,*’ in accordance with an 
Aral) cn>iom, that whoever gives drink or food to 
another, is hound to protect him at all hazards. 
After the other prisoners had received refreshments, 
Saladin addressed liaynald, upbraiding him for 
hi- cruelty and insolence against the Mohanmie- 
dnn> and their religion, and for breaking the truce; 
and ended by inviting him to embrace ^Mohammc- 
dani>m. liaynald replied that he had lived, and 
would die, only in the Christian faith ; njxm which, 
Saladin rose from his seat, drew his scimitar, and at 
a blow cleft through Iiavnald's shoulder; when the 
attendants *ushed upon and despatched him. Sala- 
din then assured the king and princes that their 
lives were -afe — that the massacre of liaynald was 
only the punishment due his atrocities; but, smart- 
ing under the remembrance of the many chastise- 
ments his people had received at the hands of the 
Knights Templars, and also that on that day scores 





WAR HORSES AFTER THE BATTLE 




of his warriors had boon laid low bv llie strom/ nrmn 
of these same knights, lie ordered them to |><* put to 
death; when the captive knights wen* all brhrad< I 
without mercy; but the king and ]>rine< were -it 
to Damascus. Thus ended this great battle, and d 
aster to the Christian army, and, as a emiMMjiu la- 
the Christian sway in the iloly Land. Lor in pn- 
paring for this struggle with Sahulin, the fort re 
throughout the country had been weakened b\ draw 
ingoff the principal part of their garrisons, fc o that 
they fell an easy prey to the Sultan, and surrender! d, 
one after another, until the third of October, when 
the Holy City itself capitulated. 

Among the results of this battle were the lo.-s of 
the Holy Land to the Christians, and its return to 
semi-barbarism ; and the almost total annihilation of 
the Knights Templars — rendering it, in its effects on 
civilization and its tragic termination, one of the most 
important and remarkable battles ever fought in this 
quarter of the globe. 

ATHLEET. 


Tiie ruins of this singular ancient city are a short 
distance south of Alt. Carmel, on the shore of tin* 
Mediterranean. The traveler approaching them 
from the north first sees a vast column, which semis 
to spring from the waves, but on a nearer approach 
it is found to be a part of a mass of magnificent, 
ruins. First of all is found nu immense wall, per- 
fectly similar, in its form and the finish of its stones, 
to the Coliseum at Rome; behind it is seen the beau- 
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(if nl fretted remains of a monument, a mosk, and 
t lie ruins of divers ancient buildings — parts of some 
of them standing and in a good state of j)reservation. 
Ab >11 1 half a mile from this the shore rises abruptly, 
and changes from sand to soft rock. In this rock 
many curious apartments arc found cut. This might 
have been a primitive town, which was cut in the 
rock before mankind had learned the art of raising 
stones from the ground, and erecting their dwellings 
on its surface ; and is doubtless one of those subter- 
ranean towns of which the earliest historians speak. 
Many of these artificial caverns are of great extent, 
with elevated entrances, approached by broad steps; 
and are lighted by openings pierced through the 
rock, and the entrances and windows open upon 
streets deeply cut in the bowels of the hill. Several 
of these streets, deep and wide, can he plainly 
traced, and the marks of chariot wheels are still 
visible. In some places canals had been dug to 
the sea, through which glimpses are obtained of 
the gulf behind the town. The only inhabitants 
now are vultures and starlings, multitudes of which 
start up at the approach of the explorer. Passing 
through these wonderful labyrinths, an opening 
tin •ougli the ancient wall of the city is found ; pass- 
ing through this, the traveler is equally astonished 
at the wonderful relies of the past, and the tierce 
tribe of Arabs which now inhabit the place. In 
every direction are seen ruins of public edifices, 
towers, monuments, and private dwellings; and 
among these, in every conceivable kind of shelter, 
are the families of the wild tribe which make 
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this their citadel and place of abode ; — sojim livii - 
in a room that was once a part of a splendid duell- 
ing, some under an immense block of stone, one 
end of which rests on another, while others have 
tents, made by stretching skins of the black goat 
from the base of one column to another. 

On an elevation at the entrance to the town an 
the ruins of a Roman temple, several of the columns 
of which have fallen together in such a wa\ a> to 
form a large cave, which is occupied by the Sheik 
and his family. Swarthy, ferocious men, women, 


horses, and black goats mav be 


seen, m 
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singly, in all directions; the scene is novel and strik- 
ing. The dwellings of this tribe are mingled and 
confounded with the ruins of theaters, churches and 
ancient dwellings. Women are seen milking slie- 
goats on the steps of a theater. In another direction 
a tioek of sheep may be seen, jumping one by one 
through the deep windows of a palace or a church, 
and Arabs, seated cross-legged, are smoking their 
pipes under the carved arch of a Roman gateway. 

At the end of the town, near the edge of the sea, 
are the ruins of ait immense temple,' — which the 
Arabs hold in great reverence. The traveler ap- 
proaching this spot is met with fierce threat* from 
the men, and floods of abuse from the women and 
children. This edifice appears to have sen cd in 
turn as a heathen temple, Christian church, ai d 
Mohammedan mosk; but time, which sports with 
the productions of men. is fast changing tlie.-c ruins 
to dust; and the knee of the camel now bends on 
flags on which many generations in religion ha\c in 




turn bent before different gods : and climbing vines 
baiiLr in leaf v and llowery tufts from the tops of 
broken arches and columns. 

PE RG AMOS : 

ITS FORMER MAGNIFICENCE AND GRAND ARCHITECTU- 
RAL REMAINS. 

Peroamos stood on the river Caieus, and about 04 
miles north of Smyrna. This city was the capital of 
ancient Mysia, and was long the centre of a consider- 
able empire. It was a city of high antiquity and 
• rreat magniiiccnce. Six successive kings reigned in 
it from 2 S -1 to 1 o-j n.c. It then fell under the power 
of the Romans; a usurper subsequently re-erected its 
throne, but it was again brought under subjection by 
the Romans, who destroyed many of its inhabitants 
bv poPoning the public waters. A famous library of 
2o(>, out) volumes was collected at Pergamos by its 
kilims, and was afterwards carried away by Cleopatra 
and added to the library at Alexandria. Parchment 
was invented and iirst u-ed at Perga mos. It was aPo 
remarkable as being the birthplace of Galen the 
ph\>ieian, and Apollodorus the mytholngist, and as 
the chief .'*<-eiie of the wor.diip of Fl'Pcnlapius. 

The ruins of this ancient city are many and grand ; 
and the situation indicates the people who selec- 
ted it. It embraces in its view the plain of Pcr- 
gamos, with its chain of mountains, and is lit by the 
rPmg sun. There P in the middle of the city a 
group of ruins of great extent, and appear to be the 
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remains nf.pok.v. IV riser ,| , , 

budges, one of whu-h was,,f s|.l. i„li,| 
wide that it forms a immel „ f„r|..ug i„ |,. M , „ 

Wlllell a portion of the great |iidi,ce Mood. . 

and several monks and Id,;,,,, o.-eupv tl.e l„',i|,| 

oft ho ancients. Tl.e walls of .!,<• |„ , 

built of the aneienl rains, are full ..f relie, „| lll!ir 
with ornaments of the richest < irceian art. 

A] 1 tllc "' 0) 'bs standing are magnitirem. 'fl 
.amphitheater southwest of the castle, thou d, i„ rui , 
is a wonderful building a river run, ihr.m-l. it, and’ 

the arches under ground are heantiful ,p i,,,, ,, ,.f 
masonry. The arches above ground were e,,ua l\ 
hut although they now stand tier abu\e tier, all tl 
p.ints have been chipped as i„ the <\,|i,cmn at 
Rome, and not a seat remains; hut the stupid.,), 
works under ground will defy the efforts of the Tnr , 
to remove them. Triumphal arches and l,..i,s, , i„ 
rums are to he seen in the modern town am. „ ; 
winch are the huts of the Turks, hearit.tr ab„m tie 
same proportion to them as the nets of the ,i,„ k„ 
the rained palaces in which they alone now r « itrn. 
Many fine relies are found in the Tm-kidi cem.-Vri, ; 
and one of these cemeteries in the vieinitv ,,f tin 
ancient theatre has forages heel, supplied with marl h- 
cinhellishments from the ruins of that trreat ,tr,i 
Columns and ornamented stones are u,ed In the I'niL- 
for building material and a great variety ,,f . t | , 
purposes. Many beautiful marbles ami < tin r nil , 
have been carried away for the muo ums ,,f i; | 

The ancient Acropolis crowns a hill, and, in.-l ! ng 
tlic citadel and a heathen temple, covers an ,n , ..f 


over ei^rlit acres and commands tin* city, also a ^rand 
and picturesque view of the surrounding country. 

lhir^amo, the modern town, lias a population of 
onlv inhabitants, of whom loJHHi are lurks, 

(1 recks, and the rest Armenians and Jews. 1 he 
onlv representative of the immense ancient library E 
a collection of about volumes — and a dirty Italian 
(piaek is the chief physician in the city of Galen 
and J^eulapius. 

GERGES1IA. 

Tins splendid ancient city was situated on the 
river Jabbolc, about l2 J miles east of the Jordan, and 
,’JS miles south-east of Lake Tiberias. It was one of 
the ten cities of the Roman colony of Decapolis. In 
tin* wars of the Jews with the Romans it was stormed, 
taken, and pillaged by Alexander, chielly on account j 
of its wealth ; and was afterwards tired and destroyed 
bv the enratred Jews, in revenire of the massacre of a 
number of their nation at ( esarca. Afterwards it 
was attacked, nearly demolished, and a lar^e number 
of its inlial »it ants slain, by a detachment of the Roman 
armv durimr the preparation for the sie^e of Jeru- 
salem. Subsequently it was restored and served as a 
frontier fortress of the Lower Empire, al >n^ the side 
of the S\rian provinces. Rut it finally received its 
death-blow from the Saracens, and sank into pro- 
found oblivion, and only within a few years pa-t ba- 
it ai^ain been known to the civilized world. It* site 
and ruins were first disco\err*d by \)v. Seel/.en ; 
and has since been visited by several eminent travelers. 


The size and magnificence of this ancient city are 
attested by its ruins, which are unrivalled even b 
those of Baalbek and Tadmov. Fallon as tlu* ruins arc 
now, enough is left to prove that the hanks of a stream 
of that oft-derided land were once fo enriched and 
adorned, and that too by a people given up to idolatrv, 
as to challenge in their magnificence, though in ruin*, 
any spot in Europe. The streets of Gergr.dia were 
lined with colonnades from end to end, and opened a 
way to public edifices which yet lost not their distinc- 
tion, while statelier or fairer columns were doubled or 
multiplied around them. 

The ruins are found on both sides of a stream 
which divided the city nearly in the middle. The 
walls, where not almost entire, form a distinct lineal 
mound of hewn stones of a considerable height, and 
enclose an immense space, almost entirely covered 
with ruins. The principal street extends nearly from 
one end of the ruins to the other, and was lined on 
both sides with splendid columns, many of which are 
now fallen, many fractured and shortened, and not a 
few are still standing unbroken — some 30 feet high, 
others 25, and the lowest about 20. On one side of 
the street, in less than a third of its length 34 columns 
are yet standing. Behind the columns there arc in 
some places vaulted apartments which appear to have 
been shops. Cross streets diverging from the lung 
central street, had also their colonnades and were 
adorned with public edifices or bridges, while the 
more distant spaces on each side are covered with in- 
discriminate ruins of the habitations of the lower cla>3 
of people. The remains of pavement found in many 
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of the streets would put to shame that in use in the 
caj)ital of France. One of tlie bridges was built \c rv 
high, so as to render the acclivity le*s dangerous; and 
transverse lines were found cut in the pavement. in 
places where the grade wa« steep, to prevent the 
horses from slipping. Xot far from the centre of the 
ruins is a copious fountain of the clearest water, and 
near this are the ruins of a large building, with ma-Mve 
walls, consisting of arched chambers similar to Tinman 
baths, and which was doubtless a public bath. Oppo- 
site to the large bath, in a straight line across the 
city, is an arched gateway facing the principal street, 
which leads to the splendid remains of a magnificent 
temple, such as few countries have ever shown. The 
fallen roof now covers the base of this edifice ; three 
of the walls are still standing, and in the sides of 
which the niches for images are seen. The front of 
the temple was adorned with a noble portico, having 
three rows of grand Corinthian columns *10 feet in 
height, the capitals of which are beautifully orna- 
mented with acanthus leave*. The spacious area in 
which it stood was surrounded in like manner by a 
double row of columns, the total number of which 
could not have been less than 200. This temple was 
built in the form of an oblong square, and is about 
110 feet in length by 70 in width. Its front is open 
to the south-east, and there is here a noble portico of 
12 columns disposed in throe rows. All of the col- 
umns of the great portico are still standing, and these, 
being nearly 0 feet in diameter and 50 feet, in height, 
have an air of great grandeur, and present a happy 
combination of strength and beauty. 









Triumphal Arch, Gcroah. 



Colonnade G crush. 
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Near the great temple stands a theatre which him 
1G rows of benches, with a tier of G boxes, between 
every two of which is a niche, forming a very elegant 
ornament, and as befitting a place for idols as the 
walls of a church. But the transformation this tin ntre 
has undergone is such, that in 1S3U a line rrup 
of tobacco was raised in the arena, which is about 
50 paces in diameter. 

On an eminence at one end of the city, opposite to 
the termination of the grand street are another tem- 
ple and theatre. The hill on which they stood was 
connected with the princely street by a magnific nt 
semicircle of Ionic columns, 57 of which are Mill 
standing. Their height was varied with the rising 
ground, to give a uniform level to the whole entabla- 
ture. This immense theatre, larger than that of 
Bacchus at Athens, and capable of containing S/mo 
spectators, was partly cut in the rock and partly built. 
The proscenium is very perfect, and embellished 
within by five richly decorated niches, which arc con- 
nected together by a line of columns, of which there 
is another parallel range within. The remains of a 
beautiful temple stood near this theatre ; it was 
ornamented with pilasters surrounded by Corinthian 
capitals; without it was surrounded by a peristyle of 
grand columns of the same order supporting an en- 
tablature; and facing the city there was a noble por- 
tico of two rows of columns, to which a grand flight 
of stairs led from below. 

The view from this spot is still wonderful ; but in 
the days of Gergesha’s glory, it must have been a 
spectacle of unequalled magnificence. The whole 
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town, including a vast area and surrounded by an im- 
mouse wall, is embraced in the view. Immediately 
below is the noble ionic crescent, from the centre of 
which the main street extends. Of the lines of col- 
umns on each side, eighty-three are now standing with 
their entablatures, and portions and pedestals of the 
remainder are plainly \ isible. Around them on ev- 
ery side are confuted heaps of ruins, whieh have only 
fallen from the violence of ruthless barbarism. These 
column^, raising their slender forms among the gen- 
eral wreck, and stretching in long lines amidst the 
reii aiiis of former magnificence, produce an effect 
hardly surpassed by am thing found in Kg\ pt, 
I Greece, or Italy. A traveler thus describe* the geii- 
I end elT *et : “ The circular colonnade, the avenues of 
( Wiuthiun pillars forming the grand street, the south- 
ern gate of entrance, the naumaehia, and the tri- 
umphal arch beyond it, the theatres, temples, aque- 
duct', and all the assemblage of noble buildings which 
presented their vestiges to view, seemed to indicate a 
city built only lor luxury, splendor, and pleasure.” It 
would be vain to attempt a picture of the impres- 
sions produced by such a sight. 



Lvxr> of Mvftkky — Its Runs ok Anuunt Crrii-s — 
I is m any Di;si;kti;ij \Tllaols. 

II vi n\N is tli o general name of an extensive plain 


which begins about thirty miles ea^t of the river dor- I 
dan. It is sometimes level, sometimes undulating, 
with occasionally a low* round hill. 
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Tliis district is covered in every <lin*«-tirju with tl . . 
ruins of ancient cities, and doerted towns of a m,,re 
recent date — tlie later bqing of Roman origin. \l< t 
of the remains of ancient cities are men* heap , f 
ruins and rubbisli, while many of the building in tli 
Roman towns are nearly as perfect ;ls when left * , n 
turios ago by their original occupants. Owing to a 
want of timber, the buildings were almo.-t rntinR 
constructed of stone, mostly black basalt. The door* 
are thick slabs of stone, fixed into their socket*; \\h> u 
the houses were built, and many of the roofs re«t on 
arches. The present inhabitants, Arabs, occupy the 
same houses and enter by the same doors d'd th 
old Romans. The best of these houses are found nt 
Zarava — modern Ezra. This town is of great extent, 
and the buildings are in a good state of preservation, 
even whole streets being still in good repair. At 
Nedjrann is a mansion of unusual size, being large 
enough to accommodate half a dozen families It 
was doubtless built by a wealthy Roman, perhaps 
the principal man of the place. The courts of this 
building are large and nearly square. The front d<* »r 
was very large, and above it is a square window; it 
had also a window on each side. The upper rooms 
are small, very numerous, and now occupied by 
eral families of Arabs, whose appearance won d 
doubtless astonish the original occupants. The iq 
per story recedes the width of t lie hall, leasing i 
small terrace on which the doors of the se\er:d apart 
ments open. The wings are nho full of room>; the 
ground floor of that to the right is in part oceupi 1 
by a beautiful stable, seven paces long by nine drop, 
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an J spanned by an arch. This st :il »lo, which ages ago 
sheltered Unman Meeds, is now tilled with the horses 
of the Arabs. This whole mansion is extremely web 
built of hewn stones, and nearly all the rooms are 
entire. Host of the large towns in the llauran ex- 
hibit traces of architectural magnificence, which 
Koine so freely lavished on her remotest colonies; 
but what is still more striking here is the considera- 
tion evidenced and pains taken to promote the wel- 
fare and comfort of her people. There is scarcely a 
village without it- stone tank, for holding rain-water, 
and stone bridge — structures so solidly built that 
many of them are still as good as new. 

A striking peculiarity in the manners and customs 
of the inhabitants of the Hain an is, that t lie richest 
live like the poorest, the only difference being that 
the former makes a display of his wealth oil the 
arrival of strangers, while the hospitality of the latter 
is unattended with any display. 

The ancient buildings afford spacious and conve- 
nient dwellings for a large portion of the modern 
inhabitants, and those who occupy them may have 
throe and four rooms for each family; but in newly 
built villages the whole family, with its furniture, 
horse-, sad< lies, guns, and yataghans, are all huddled 
together in one apartment. Here also they keep 
their wheat and barley in a reservoir (formed from a 
clay called hnrara), which is about five feet deep by 
two in diameter. The chief articles of furniture are 
a hand-mill, some copper kettles, and mats. In the 
richer houses some coarse woollen stuffs used princi- 
pally for carpets and horse-cloths are met with ; real 
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strangers of consequence. Kach family lias a huye, 
singular sliaped earthen Jar, which in filK-l • rv 
morning by the females at the birkct, or spring, f<,* r 
the clay’s use. In every house of any considerable » i/r 
is a room set apart for the use of strangers, and h ii 
in the midst of it a fire-place for boiling coffee h< 
pitality being a characteristic of the people of the 
Ham-ail. A traveler may alight at any hmi <• he 
pleases, a mat will be spread for him, coffee made, 
and breakfast or dinner set before him. It often 
happens on entering a village that several per- mis 
will present themselves to the traveler, each bcggii ' 
that he will lodge at his house, and the same care is 
taken of the horse or camel as of the rider. 

Wealth is estimated by these people by the num- 
ber of horses, camels, and oxen a man lias. If it is 
asked if such a one has property, the answer is, “A 
great deal,” he drives six oxen, or lie has camels, 
horses, and oxen, a great many. The Fellah.- often 
cultivate one another’s fields in company, hut the 
Turkish and Christian proprietors cultivate their 
lands by hired laborers, or let their fields for a share 
of the produce. A laborer who has a pair of oven 
usually receives one gharara of corn at planting-time, 
and at harvest takes one-third of the crop. The mu- 
ter pays the tax, called the miri, to the government, 
and the laborer pays 10 piasters annually. A con- 
siderable portion of the agricultural population of ti c 
Ilauran consists of day-laborers, and they generally 
earn their living very hardly. A young man win once 
met with here who had served seven years f<*rhis 




y 
-a 

& 

V' 

V? 

/a 

p? 

IV 

(> 

yi 

’ V 


A 




f . 1 •*!. 1,1 * in.;, hut at the* expiration of that period 
i ' i 'i 'i ;i;c tin* daughter of his m.wter, for 
s , , (I1 ] ,» w iM otherwise have had to pay from 
, t * , « t 1 i idn-d pia-ters. Daughters are paid 
, r . *• v* i ■ i _ r to the iV"j >eetal > * 1 it y and wealth ol the 
i tiht r, fp. o -- \ . n to lift ecu hundred pia-ter>. 

Tl.' i >r is " are the ni«4 superior race in this 
<_• i tr\ ; their Sluiks and elderly men are always 
wrM and * . 1 1 e n hand'Omely dre^ed. wliile their wo- 
i» ru are neatness itself*, and they never go out with- 
(»xit \ed«ng their face*. as the >tern morality of this 
]> pie f a hid, the slighiiM; indication of holdings or 
ic\ it v. A fearful instance of the uneompromi>ing 
mm ritv with which the Dru-es visit female frailty is 
P afed hy a recent traveler, to whom the deputy of 
a heal ifovernor told the tale as follow^ : “ 1 was 

:»«d< e;> in hed, when in the middle of the night I 
h* '.rd a knock at the floor of my room. ‘Who is 
there i' I -aid. A voice answered, 4 Xa^-reddinh I 
o] < net the door and in came a Dru-e with a sack on 
1A-, hack. * What brings you here at this untimely 
h Hir I Slid. * My >i-ter has had an intrigue, and 
I have killed her ; there arc her horn ami other orna- 
ment* in the sa<-k, and I am afraid the governor will 
do - in t- li’i u r to me: l want your intcrce^on.’ 4 Why, 
t 1 * r< are two horns in the sack," said L * I killed her 
! oMartoo; she knew of the intrigue/ ‘Then* i- no 
] *vu r h it in (»od Almighty: if your shier \v:s im- 
] <rc, wi" that a reason for killing your mother? 
h * lie d i\vii and ■deep.’ hi the morning L said to 
hi , 4 I • 1 1 p j h e \oii wen* too uneasy to sleep f’ 
4 Uv A1 ih! -o unhappy ha< dhhoiior made me, that 
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for a year I have not slept soundly till last ni<d,t. 1 
then went with him to the governor, and suit? ‘ Will 
you give Nas-reddin the handkerchief of amnesty?’ 
Ihc governor said to i\as-reddin, -Speak without 
fear , upon which he recounted his story, when the 
governor said, ‘La has’ (no harm), on which he 
Kissed the governor’s hand and went away.” 

The whole of this region was once thickly stud- 
ded over with towns and cities, and appears to have 
been one of the most fertile and densely populated 
countries on the face of the earth; but, in conse- 
quence of bad government, the population is rapidly 
decreasing, and many once nourishing villages and 
cities now contain only empty dwellings and deso- 

ate rums. The present population is estimated to 
be only about 50,000. 

The view over the Ilauran is at all times most 
striking, and from many points extremely beautiful 
Gebel Sheik, or Hermou, the last mountain of the 
chain of Anti-Lebanon, is always visible to the x w 
(rebel Ilauran a range of hills— limits the view to 
the e., but to the s.e. it is boundless. The soil is 
naturally excellent ; numerous corn-fields surround 
e\ery village, while in many places the pasturage is 
good, and is grazed by the flocks of the Bedouins, who 
visit the Ilauran in swarms every spring. 

e.n.e. of the Hauran is a very singular region called 
the Szaffa ; it is a stony district, much resembling the 
Ledja, except that the rocks with which it is covered 
are larger. Its circumference is equal to two or three 
days’ travel, and it is a place of refuge for the Arabs 
who fly from the Pasha's troops, or from their one- 


/, 


inios in the desert. The S/alTsi lias no springs, the 
on] v supplv being rain-water collected in cisterns. 
There i" but one entrance into this region, and that 
i>tlm»nirh a narrow pa^> called JJab-el Szafta — a cleft 
between high perpendicular rocks, not more than two 
v arils wide — which none dare to enter as enemies. 
JJanv sanguinary encounters between pursued and 
pursuers have taken place at this pass, as is attested 
bv numerous skeletons and human bones met wiih 
here. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE CRUCIFIXION. 

David? 8 Tomb , The Tost Sujrper — The Garden of Gethse- 
mane , Christ's Af/ony — ///// o/‘ Auu7 Counsel — Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre — Place of Crucifixion — Holy 
Sepulchre — Place of Ascension. 

david’s tomb, or resting-place, tiie last supper. 

This place is on the southern slope of Mount Zion, a 
short distance from its summit, and is covered by a pile 
of buildings, in one of the most ancient of which, it is 
believed, was the room where Jesus held his last sup- 
per with his disciples. “He will show you,” said the 
Saviour, “ a large upper room.” This room is about 
fifty feet long and thirty wide. The great antiquity of 
this building none can question. Epiphanius, towards 
the close of the fourth century, states that this build- 
ing, with a few others near it, escaped destruction 
when Titus overthrew the city. 


No. Gl. —the garden of getiisemane, Christ's agony. 

Just east of the Ividron, at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives, is the Garden of Gethsemane. A part of it is 



enclosed b\ :i strong stone wall about ten feet high. 
Th curl* Mire i> .-haded by eight \cncrable old olive 
tivi'i. ami planted with beds of llowers ami various 
hii.tl>< t dmibbcry. Its close proximity to the city, 
:u ,1 the nature of the grounds, would point it out as 
a Miitnhle place for a public garden. The place is so 
p’ainly indicated in the Scripture narrative, as to 
lca\ e no room to doubt but that this enclosure is a 
] art of the ancient Garden of Gethsemane. And he 
Kiid. “Abba, lather, all things are possible unto thee; 
take away this cup from me: nevertheless, not what 
1 will, but what thou wilt/' (St. Mark xiv. 30.) 


HILL OF EVIL COUNSEL. 

This hill takes its name from a tradition that die re- 
.-idencc of Caiaphas was located upon its summit, and 
that here the chief priests and scribes assembled 
t< gether to take counsel against Jesus. It rises to a 
height of nearly five hundred feet above the pool of 
and is situated near the lower part of the 

\ alley. 

TIIE I'L.VCE OF CUI'CIFIXION. 

The question as to u'Jure the Crucifixion did take 
place Iri^ been carried on until recently without any 
iea<onable determination. 

It has been supposed that the Holy Sepulchre 
f'hurch included the place of the Crueitiximi, hut the 
eoiir-e of the ancient walls, which have now been 
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very accurately traced out, lias settled that point 
against the claim that this church covered the true 
site, although there is undoubted historical evidence 
that it was originally built in the fourth century, 
and on a site which was traditionally said to have 
been the Calvary of the Gospel narrative. Put 
two or three hundred years must have impaired the 
tradition, for it can be safely said that the name and 
skull-shaped hill over the Jeremiah Grotto should 
have pointed out the right place to all observing eyes. 
We know from a comparison of the plans of the city 
in the time of Arculf, a.d. 700, of the Crusaders, 
1190, and also in Sandys, 1G10, that the location of 
St. Stephen’s Gate had been changed from the north 
side of the city, now called Damascus Gate , to the 
east side, where it is now, and which was known as 
the Little Gate, a.d. TOO, and Jchoshaphat Gate in the 
Crusades. 

Attention was called to the probability of the true 
site being north of the city 20 years ago by Thenius, 
whose views were adopted by other scholars such as 
Fisher, Robinson, Ilowe (Oriental Scenes, 1S54) ; A. 
L. Lawson (Map of Palestine, 1S5G) ; Robert Morris 
(Youthful Explorers in the Holy Land, 1S70). 

The requirements of the Scripture narrative as to 
the place will be seen from the following. 

And he bearing his cross went forth into a place 
called the place of a skull, which is called in the 
Hebrew, Golgotha . 

And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. 
And the writing was, Jesus of JNazaketu the King 
of the Jews. 
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This title then read many of the Jews: for the 
plu-e where .lev ns was eruciiied was nigh to the city : 
and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 
Now in the jdaee where he was crueilied there 
1 wa> a (j in It n ; and in the garden a new sepulchre, 
whnein was never man yet laid. St.John, xix. 1<, 
10, L'O, 41. 

And thev bring him unto the jdaee Golgotha , which 
is, being intcrj>reted, the jdaee of a shall (St. Mark, 
xv. 

And as they came out they found a man of Cyrene. 
Simon bv name : him they conceded to bear liis cross. 

And when they were come unto a jdaee called 
Golgotha , that is to say a jdaee of the skull (Mat- 
hew, xxvii. 32, 33). 

Wherefore Jesus also that he might sanctify tho 
peojde with his own blood suffered without the gate 
(^Hebrews, xiii. L2). 

MEETING THE KEQriEEMENTS. 

GOLr.OTIIA, 

This name is derived from the Hebrew for skull, 
and being translated into Greek is Kranium, and 
into Latin is Calvaria, which also means skull. All 
of these terms apply to a skulbsha)>ed hill which 
has been known as the Grotto of Jeremiah, though 
without any connection with that jirophet historical 
or traditional. This hill is very distinctly skulbshaj>ed 
a- mav lu- seen in the engraving, and it also answers 
HKht, if not all, of the requirements of the text. 

1. The jdaee is said in the Gosj>cl account to have 
Ihm-ii out of the city ; this jdaee is so now, and there 



Golgotha. 




IS little doubt that it was at that time outside of 
the walls. The city may have been extended beyond 
tins place after the Crucifixion, hut it certainly did 
not include the high plain around Golgotha before 
that event. 

2. It is described in the text as being “ nif, 
unto the city,” and it is about 500 feet JVom the 
wall near the Damascus Gate (formerly St. Stephen’s 
Gate). 

3. The Gospel account mentions a garden, and 
this place is now, and doubtless was then, capable of 
cultivation. 

d. It is near one of the most traveled roads both 
at that time and at present, being the one leading 
from the Damascus Gate north towards Sheehen” 
and to Joppa by JBeth-horon. 

5. As there is no other site or place that meets the 
foregoing requirements of the Scripture narrative, 
the conclusion is very evident that this is the spot 
which was hallowed by the blood of the Saviour. 

CHURCII OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. Xo. 9. 

This church is in the Christian quarter of the citv 
at the termination of Dolorosa. (See plan.) Tradi- 
tion, and some of the earliest written records, point to 
the area occupied by this structure as the place of the 
burial, if not the crucifixion of Christ. Yet because 
of its being so far within the walls of the city it has 
been claimed by many that it could not be the place. 

This place was originally the side of a slight eleva 
tion or hill, but its summit and sides have been 
graded down to accomodate the surface to the un 
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mense structure that now occupies it. The origin of 
tl i.- church i* credited to Cumtant iue, who completed 
and dedicated it a.i>. -Iuj ; in a.i>. 014 it was de>t rov- 
ed bv tlu* Persians; rebuilt, it was again dc>t roved, 
jit d eompletclv demolished by the Kalipli llakim in 
lots; rebuilt again, it stood until 1SUS, when it was 
df-troved l»y ail accidental lire. It was again relmilt 
and dedicated in 1 s 1°. 

The present Church of the Holy Sepulchre is a col- 
lection of buildings under one roof, without regard to 
order or style of architecture; da 0 feet long by 2S0 
wide, including many sacred places* presided over In 
different sects in separate chapels. 

lake its predecessors, this church was erected to 
oo\er and enshrine the Holy Sepulchre and the place 


of crucifixion. 

The extent and number of interesting objects in- 
cluded within tli is building can host be indicated on 
a plan, and it may not be without interest to remark 
that this | dan is nearly identical with one engraved 
in the work of Sandys, IblO, so few have been the 
changes in the last two centuries. 

No. 1. Ent ranee from Via Dolorosa. 

2. Chapel of the Angel. 

3. The Holy Sepulchre. 

4. The centre (or navel) of the world — according 
to the Creek interpretation of Ezekiel v. 5. 

A The Latin Church. 

b. -tb ht<‘ps cut in the solid rock leading down to 
the Chapel of the finding of the Cross. 

7. f'al van — which is readied bv finely cut marble 
ste] from near No. 1. 





Plan of ill c Church of f/clfo/r. Sepulchre* 






In addition to these the following are pointed out 
as veritable antiquities, miraculously preserved. 

The spot where the Saviour was nailed to the Cross. 

The Chapel of the Sacrilice of Isaac. 

Chapel of the Altar of Melehizcdee. 

The spot where the garments of Jesus were divided 
by the soldiers. 

Where the Lord was confined in prison. 

The stone of unction, on which Jesus was prepared 
for the tomb ; tomb of .Melehizcdee ; tomb of Adam, 
and of John the .Baptist; the place where the Virgin 
Mary stood at the Crucifixion ; Chapel marking the 
spot on which the Angel stood who appeared to Marv 
Magdalene; tombs of Joseph and Kicodemus ; and 
the pillar of flagellation — to which Jesus was bound 
to be whipped. 

THE CHAPEL OF THE CRUCIFIXION. 

In this chapel, at the eastern end, is a platform ten 
feet long, six feet wide, and elevated about eighteen 
inches above the floor. On this platform is a richly 
decorated altar; under it, in the middle of the marble 
floor, are three round holes, cased with silver; be- 
neath these holes is the spot on which it is claimed 
the crosses stood. The one on which Christ was cruci- 
fied in the centre, and those of the two malefactors 
on the right aud left. 

T1IE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 

The Sepulchre was originally a grotto, cut in the 
rock like other Jewish tombs, hut is now detached 
from the hillside, and is all above ground, and 
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derated a little above the level of the floor. It stands 
in the* eent re of the great rotunda, and directly under 
the dome of the church. The Sepulchre is covered 
l.\ a tinall htrnetnre of yellow and white marble, 
twenty-six feet long, and eighteen feet broad ; a small 
d me in the form of a crown surmounts the top. 

The 1 1 < • 1 1 s c of the Sepulchre is profusely orna- 
mented. The whole exterior is nearly covered 
with pictures, crucifixes, and images, and hung 
round with gold and silver lamps. There are 
a ho landing by its sides several wax candles, 
nearly a> large as a man’s body, and about ten feet 
hLdi. A low, narrow opening in the wall, only large 
enough to admit one person at a time, leads to a 
chamber about twelve feet square. This is the outer 
room or vestibule of the tomb, and is called u The 
(Impel of the Angel.” At the western side of this 
room is a low, narrow opening, barely large enough 
to admit a medium-sized person, and such only can 
effect an entrance hv bending verv low and crawling 
through. The Sepulchre is a room six feet one way 
by r-even the other, and is covered by a dome roof, 
which is supported by marble pillars. Forty-two 
lamps < if gold and silver, richly wrought, are suspend- 
ed around the sides of this grotto, and kept continu- 
ally burning. A small platform of stone, about tw*o 
fret high, stands on the right side of the entrance; 
on which F a plain marble slab, bearing evidence of 
great antiquity. Such slabs were used for the recep- p 
lion of the dead, and on this, it is believed, the Sa- 
viour was laid. 

Among the few genuine antiquities found in this 
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church are the tombs of Godfrey de Bouillon, and 
Baldwin his brother, who were buried near the cross 
for which they fought so valiantly ; and in the Latin 
sacristy the sword and spurs of Godfrey are preserved. 
The Superior of the Franciscans, called the Jiever- 
endissimo, uses the sword in conferring the order of 
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, an order instituted 
by Godfrey himself. 

BETHANY' — THE PLACE OF ASCENSION. 

This place is called by the Arabs Laazbiyeii, and 
is situated on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, and near its base. It is now a small Arab 
village, containing about twenty houses, all of which 
have the appearance of being ancient and time-worn. 

This is the place where Mary and Martha, with 
their brother Lazarus, had their home, and to which 
Jesus was wont to return at night from Jerusalem for 
refreshment and rest. This is also the place of the 
Ascension. “ And he led them out as far as to 
Bethany; and he lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, 
he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven.” (St. Luke xxiv. 50, 51.) 





SCRIPTURE ACCOUNT OF BUILDING KING SOLOMON 8 TEMPLE. 

2 ft. Moriah — David's preparation for building the 
Temple and Charge to Solomon. — Solomon builds 
the Temple — Its Dedication. — Destruction. 

And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy 
it: and as he was destroying, the Lord beheld, and he 
repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that 
destroyed it, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And 
the angel of the Lord stood by the threshing-floor of 
Oman the Jebusite.* 

And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of 
the Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, hav- 
ing a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over 
Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who 
were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 

And David said unto God, Is it not I that com- 
manded the people to be numbered? even I it is that 
have sinned and done evil indeed ; but as for theso 
sheep, what have they done ? let thine hand, I pray 
* On Moimt Moriah. 




thee, 0 Lord my God, be on me, and on my father’s 
house ; but not on thy people, that they should bo 
planned. 

Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say 
to David, that David should go up, and set up an 
altar unto the Lord in the threshing-floor of Oman 
the Jebusite. 

And David went up at the saying of Gad, which 
he spake in the name of the Lord. 

And Oman turned back, and saw the angel ; and 
his four sons with him hid themselves. Now Oman 
was threshing wheat. 

And as David came to Oman, Oman looked and 
saw David, and went out of the threshing-floor, and 
bowed himself to David with his face to the ground. 

Then David said to Oman, Grant me the place of 
this threshing-floor, that 1 may build an altar therein 
unto the Lord: thou shalt grant it me for the full 
price: that the plague maybe stayed from the people. 

And Oman said unto David, Take it to thee, and 
let my lord the king do that which is good in his 
eyes : lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt-offerings, 
and the threshing instruments for wood, and the 
wheat for the incat-offcring; 1 give it all. 

And king David said to Oman, Nay ; but I will 
venly buy it for the full price: for I will not take 
that which is thine for the Lord, nor offer burnt-offer- 
ings without cost. 

So David gave to Oman for tho place six hnndrod 
shekels of gold by weight. 

And David built there an altar unto the Lord, and 
offered burnt-offerings and pcace-o fferi ngs, and called 
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upon the Lord ; and he answered him from heaven 
by hre upon the altar of h unit-offering. 

And the Lord eominainled tlie angel ; and lie put 
up his sword again into the sheath thereof. 

At that time when David saw that the Lord had 
answered him in the thresh ing-iloor of Oman the 
Jebusite, then he sacrificed there. 

For the tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses made 
in the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt-offering, 
were at that season in the high place at Gibeon. 

But David could not go before it to inquire of God : 
for lie was afraid because of the sword of the angel of 
the Lord. (1 Chron. xxi. 15 to 30.) 

DAYin’s rtlErAKATION FOR BUILDING TIIE TEMPLE, AND 
CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 

And David commanded to gather together the 
strangers that were in the land of Israel ; and he set 
masons to hew wrought stones to build the house of 
God. 

And David prepared iron in abundance for the 
nails for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; 
and brass in abundance without weight ; 

Also cedar-trees in abundance: for the Zidonians 
and they of Tyre brought much cedar-wood to 
David. 

And David said, Solomon my son is young and 
tender, and the house that is to he bnilded for the 
Lord must he exceeding magnifical, of fame and of 
glory throughout all countries : I will therefore now 
make preparation for it. So David prepared abun- 
dantly before his death. 
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Then lie called 1W Solomon his son, and charged 
him to huild a home for the hol'd God of Israel. 

And David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it 
wm in mv mind to build a home unto the name of 
the hold in y God : 

lint the word of the Lord eame to me, saving. Thou 
ha-t shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars : 
thou slmlt not build an house unto my name, because 
thou lia^t shed much blood upon the earth in my 
dght. 

1 'eliold, a son shall he born to thee, wlio shall be a 
man of rot ; and I will give him rest from all his 
cnemie- round about: for liis name shall he Solomon, 
and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his 
days. 

lie shall build a house for my name ; and he shall 
be my soli, and I will be bis father; and I will estab- 
lish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever. 

Now, my son, the Lord be with thee; and prospei 
thou, and huild the house of the Lord thy God, as lie 
hath said of thee. 

Only the Lord give thee wisdom and understand- 
ing and give thee charge concerning Israel, that thou 
mayot keep the law of the Lord thy God. 

Then >halt thou prosper, if thou takcst lieed to fill 
til thostatutes and judgments which the Lord charged 
with concerning Israel : he strong, and of good 
courage; dread not, nor he dismayed. 

Now. behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the 
house of the Lord a hundred thousand talents of gold, 
and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of 
brstv and iron without weight ; for it is in abundance 
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timber also and stone have I prepared ; and thou may 
est add thereto. 

Moreover, there are Svorkmen with thee in abun- 
dance, hewers and workers of stone and timber, and all 
manner of cunning men for every manner of work. 

Of the gold, the silver, and the. brass, and the iron, 
there is no number. Arise therefore , and be doing, 
and the Lord be with thee. 

David also commanded all the princes of Israel to 
help Solomon his son, saying , 

Is not the Lord your God with you ? and hath he 
not given you rest on every side ? for he hath given 
the inhabitants of the land into mine hand ; and the 
land is subdued before the Lord, and before Ins 
people. 

Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord 
vour God ; arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary 
of the Lord God ; to bring the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and the holy vessels of God, into the house 
that is to be built to the name of the Lord. (1 Cliron. 
xxii. 2 to 10.) 

Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern 
of the porch, and of the houses thereof, and of the 
treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, 
and of the inner parlors thereof, and of the place of 
the mercy-seat, 

And the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, 
of the courts of the house of the Lord, and of all the 
chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house 
of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things: 

Also for the courses of the priests and the Le- 
vites, and for all the work of the service of the huuso 




f 

g(i 

n 
: ?< 

ft 

’Cl' 
(r\ 

ff 

<x 

| 

m 

W 


of the Lord, and for all the vessels of service in the 
liou-e «,f the Lord. 

lb jar t of gold by weight for things of gold, for 
all instruments of all manner of service ; silver also 
for all iiMrnmcnts of silver by weight, for all instrn 
ments of every kind of service : 

Kven die weight for the candlesticks of gold, and 
for their lamps of gold, by weight for every candle- 
stick, and for the lamps thereof : and for the candle- 
sticks of silver by weight, both for the candlestick, 
and also for the lamps thereof, according to the use 
of every candlestick. 

And by weight he gave gold for the tables of sliew- 
bread, for every table; and likewise silver for the 
tables of silver: 

Abo pure gold for the flesh-hooks, and the bowls, 
and the cups : and for the golden basins he gave gold 
by weight for every basin ; and likewise silver by 
weight for every basin of silver: 

And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight ; 
and gold for the pattern of the chariot of the cheru- 
bim, that spread out their wings , and covered the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord. 

All this, said David , the Lord made me under- 
stand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern. 

And David said to Solomon his son, Le strong and 
of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dis- 
mayed, for the Jvord God, even my God, will be with 
thee ; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until 
thou ha-t finished all the work for the service of the 
house of the Lord. 
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And, behold, the courses of the priests and the Le- 
vitcs, even they sluill he with thee for all the service of 
the house of God : and there shall be with thee foi 
all manner of workmanship every willing skilful 
mail, for any manner of service: also the princes and 
all the people will he wholly at thy commandment. 
(1 Chron. xxviii. 11 to 21.) 

Furthermore David the king said unto all the con- 
gregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath 
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is 
great : for the palace is not for man, hut for the Lord 
God. 

Now I have prepared with all my might for the 
house of my God the gold for things to he made of 
gold, and the silver for things of silver, and the brass 
for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and 
wood for things of wood ; onyx stones, and stones to 
be set, glistering stones, and of divers colors, and all 
manner of precious stones, and marble stones in 
abundance. 

Moreover, because I have set my affection to the 
house of my God, 1 have of mine own proper good, 
of gold and silver, which 1 have given to the house 
of my God, over and above all that 1 have prepared 
for the holy house, 

Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of 
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of reiined silver, 
to overlay the walls of the houses withal : 

The gold for things of gold, and the silver for 
things of silver, and for all manner of work to he 
made by the hands of artificers. And who then is will- 
ing to consecrate his service this day unto the Jx>rd ? 



x ru 


f 

v| 

r 




¥. 

f 


i) 




Uf 

4 ' 

v 

A 

& 

h 


- V 


4 
k 


»j • 0 


Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the 
tribes of I.-ruel, and the captains of thousands and ol 
lu mired-, with the rulers of the kings work, offered 
willingly, 

And gave, for the service of the house of God, of 
g< .l.i ti\e thousand talents and ten thousand drams, 
and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass ebdit- 
ecu thousand talents, and one hundred thousand tal- 
ents of iron. 

And they with whom precious stones were found 
gave than to the treasure of the house of the Lord, 
by the hand of Jeliiel the Gcrshonite. 

I hen the people rejoiced, for that they offered 
willingly, because with perfect heart they offered 
willinglv to the Lord : and David the kin ,r also ro 

o 

joieed with great joy. 

Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the 
congregation : and David said, Blessed be thou, Lord 
God of Israel our father, forever and ever. (1 Clirun. 
xxix. 1 to 10 — 2b, 27, 2 $.) 

1 litis David the son of Jesse reigned over all Is- 
rael. 

And the time that he reigned over Israel uw forty 
year-; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty 
ami three purs reigned he in Jerusalem. 

And he died in a good old age, full of davs, 
riches, and honor: and Solomon his son reigned in 
his Mead. 

Thou Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as 
king imtead of David his father, and prospered; and 
all Brad obeyed him. 

And all the princes, and the mighty men, and all tho 
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80119 likewise of king David, submitted theinselvei 
unto Solomon the kin«*. 

And the Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly in 
the sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon him such 
royal majesty as had not been on any king before 
him in Israel. (I Chron. xxix. 23, 24, 25.) ° 

Then Solomon spake unto all Israel, to the cap- 
tains of thousands and of hundreds, and to the judges, 
and to every governor in all Israel, the chief of "the 
fathers. 

So Solomon, and all the congregation with him, 
went to the high place that was at Gibeon ; for there 
was the tabernacle of the congregation of God, 
which Moses the servant of the Lord had made in 
the wilderness. 

But the ark of God had David brought up from 
Kirjath-jearim to the place which David had pre- 
pared for it : for he had pitched a tent for it at Jeru- 
salem. 

Moreover the brazen altar, that Bezaleel the son of 
Uri, the son of Ilur, had made, he put before the 
tabernacle of the Lord: and Solomon and the con- 
gregation sought unto it. 

And Solomon went up thither to the brazen altar 
before the Lord, which was at the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and offered a thousand burnt-offerings 
upon it. 

In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and 
said unto him, Ask what I shall give thee. 

And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed 
great mercy unto David my father, and hast made 
me to reign in his stead. 
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Now, O Lord God, let thy promise unto David my 
father be established : for thou hast made me kina 
over a people like the dust of the earth in multi- 
tude. 

(iivc me now wisdom and knowledge ; that I may 
go out and come in before tli is people: for who can 
judge tli is thy people, that is so great? 

And God said to Solomon, because this was in 
thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth, 
or honor, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet 
hast asked long life; but hast asked wisdom and 
knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest judge my 
people, over whom I have made thee king : 

Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee ; and 
I will give thee riches, and wealth, and honor, such 
as none of the kings have had that have been before 
thee, neither shall there any after thee have the like. 
(II Chron. i. 2 to 12.) 

And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all 
the children of the cast country, and all the wisdom 
of Egypt. 

For he was wiser than all men ; thaji Ethan the 
Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the 
sons of Mahol : and Ins fame was in all nations round 
about. 

And he 6pake three thousand proverbs: and his 
songs were a thousand and five. 

And lie spake of trees, from the cedar-tree that is 
in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that spriugeth out 
of the wall: lie spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and 
of creeping things, and of fishes. 

And there came of all people to hear the wisdom 
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of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had 
heard of his wisdom. 

And Iliram king of* Tyre sent his servants unto 
Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed 
him king in the room of his father: for Jlirain was 
ever a lover of David. 

And Solomon sent to Iliram, saying, 

Thou knowest how that David my father could 
not build a house unto the name of the Lord his 
God, for the wars which were about him on every 
side, until the Lord put them under the soles of his 
feet. 

I>ut now the Lord my God hath given me rest on 
every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil 
occurrent. 

And behold, I purpose to build a house unto the 
name of the Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto 
David my father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set 
upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build a house 
unto my name. 

Xow therefore command thou that they hew me 
cedar-trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be 
with thy servants: and unto thee will I give hire for 
thy servants according to all that thou shalt appoint: 
for thou knowest that there is not among us any that 
can skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians. 

And it came to pass, when Iliram heard the words 
of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, 
Blessed he the Lord this day, which hath given unto 
David a wise son over this great people. 

And Iliram sent to Solomon, saying, I have con- 
sidered the things which thou seutest to me for: and 
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I will do all thy doire concerning timber of cedar, 
and concerning timber of tir. 

-Mv servant^ shall bring than down from Lebanon 
unt** the tea; and 1 will convey them by sea in Hunt* 
nut * the place that thou slialt aj>])oint me. and will 
came them to be discharged there, and thou slialt 
receive than: and thou slialt accomplish my desire, 
in giving food for my household. 

So Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trecs and fir-trees 
accord in y to all his detire. 

And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand meas- 
ures of wheat fur food to his household, and twenty 
measures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram 
year by year. 

And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised 
him: and there was peace between Hiram and Solo- 
mon; and they two made a league together. 

And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; 
and the levy was thirty thousand men. 

And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a 
month hv courses: a month they were in Lebanon, 
mol two months at home: and Adoniram wax over 
the levy. 

And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that 
bare burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the 
mountains; 

Besides the chief of Solomon's officers which v'ere 
over the work, throe thousand and three hundred, 
which ruled over the people that wrought in the work. 

And the king commanded, and they brought great 
Hones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the 
foundation of the house. 
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And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders did 
hew them , and the stone-sqiiarers: so they prepared 
timber and stones to build the house. (1 Kin-siy 
30 to 34; also v.) 

SOLOMON BUILDS TI1E TEMPLE. 

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eigh- 
tieth } car after the children of Israel were come out 
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s 
leign o\cr Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second 
month, that he began to build the house of the Lord. 

And the house which king Solomon built for tho 
Lord, the length thereof was threescore cubits, and 
the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and tho height 
thereof thirty cubits/* 

And the porch before the temple of the house, 
twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to the 
breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof before the house. 

And for the house he made windows of narrow 
lights. 

And against the wall of the house lie built cham- 
bers round about, against the walls of the house round 
about, loth of the temple and of the oracle: and he 
made chambers round about. 

The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and 
the middle was six cubits broad, and the third was 
seven cubits broad: for without in the loall of the 
house he made narrowed rests round about, that the 
learns should not be fastened in the walls of the 
house. 

And the house, when it was in building, was built 
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of stone made ready before it was brought thither: sc 
that there wa> neither hammer nor axe nor any too', 
of iron heard in the house, while it was in building. 

The d»K»r fur the middle chamber was in the right 
bide of the house: and they went up with winding 
stairs into the middle chamber , and out of tlie middle 
into the third. 

And then he built chambers against all the house, 
live cubits high : and they rested on the house with 
timber of cedar. 

And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saving, 

Concernin'/ this house which thou art in building, 
if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my 
judgments, and keep all my commandments to walk 
in them ; then will 1 perform niv word with thee, 
which I spake unto David thy father: 

And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and 
will not forsake my people Israel. 

And he built the walls of the house within with 
boards of cedar, both the lloor of the house, and the 
wall- of the ceiling : and he covered them on the in- 
side with wood, and covered the lloor of the house with 
planks of fir. 

And lie built twenty cubits on the sides of the house, 
both the lloor and the walls with boards of cedar: he 
e\cn built them for it within, even for the oracle, even 
for the most \\*A \ j dace. 

And the house, that is, the temple before it, was 
forty cubits Ion*/. 

And the cedar of the house within was carved 
with knops and open lluwers : all was cedar; there 
wits no btoiie seen. 
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And the oracle lie prepared in the house within, tc 
set there the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 

And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in 
length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits 
in the height thereof: and he overlaid it with pure 
gold; and so covered the altar which was of cedar. 

So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure 
gold : and he made a partition by the chains of gold 
befoie the oracle ; and he overlaid it with gold. 

And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until 
he had finished all the house: also the whole altar 
that was by the oracle he overlaid with gold. 

And within the oracle he made two cherubim of 
olive-tree, each ten cubits high. 

And frve cubits was the one wing of the cherub, 
and five cubits the other wing of the cherub : from 
the uttermost part of the one wing unto the uttermost 
part of the other were ten cubits. 

And the other cherub was ten cubits : both the 
cherubim were of one measure and one size. 

The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and 
so was it of the other cherub. 

And he set the cherubim within the inner house : 
and they stretched forth the wings of the cherubim, 
so that the wing of the one touched the one wall, and 
the wing of the other cherub touched the other 
wall; and their wings touched one another in the 
midst of the house. 

And he overlaid the cherubim with gold. 

And he carved all the walls of the house round 
about with carved figures of cherubim and palm-trees 
and open flowers, within and without. 


And the floor of the house he overlaid with gold, 
within and without. 

And fur the entering of the oracle he made doors 
t'f olive-tree : the lintel and aide posts were a lilt li 
part of the wall . 

The two doors also were of olive-tree; and lie 
carved upon them carvings of cherubim and palm- 
trees and open flowers, and overlaid them with gold, 
and spread gold upon the cherubim, and upon the 
palm-trees. 

So also made lie for the door of the temple posts of 
olive-tree, a fourth part of the wall. 

And the two doors were <f tir-tree : the two leaves 
of the one door were folding, and the two leaves 
of the other door were folding. 

And he carved thereon cherubim and palm-trees 
and open Howers : and covered them with gold fitted 
upon the carved work. 

And he built the inner court with three rows of 
hewed stone, and a row of cedar beams. 

And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of 
Tyre. 

lie wan a widow’s son of the tribe of Xaphtali, and 
his father teas a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and 
he was tilled with wisdom, and understanding, and 
cunning to work all works in brass. And he came 
to king Solomon, and wrought all his work. 

For he east two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits 
high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass 
either of them about. 

And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set 
ujhmi the tops of the pillars: the height of the one 
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chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the other 
chapiter was five cubits : 

And nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain 
work, for the chapiters which were upon the top of 
the pillars; seven for the one chapiter, and seven for 
the other chapiter. 

And he made the pillars, and two rows round about 
upon the one network, to cover the chapiters that 
were upon the top, with pomegranates: and so did 
he for the other chapiter. 

And the chapiters that were upon the top of the 
pillars were of lily work in the porch, four cubits. 

And the chapiters upon the two pillars had pome- 
granates also above, over against the belly which was 
by the network: and the pomegranates were two 
hundred in rows round about upon the other chapiter. 

And he set up the pillars in the porch of the tem- 
ple : and he set up the right pillar, and called the 
name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, 
and called the name thereof Boaz. 

And upon the top of the pillars was lily work : so 
was the work of the pillars finished. 

And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the 
one brim to the other : it was round all about, and 
his height was five cubits : and a line of thirty cubits 
did compass it round about. 

And under the brim of it round about there were 
knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the 
sea round about : the knops were cast in two rows, 
when it was cast. 

It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward 
the north, and three looking toward the west, and 
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three baking toward the south, and three looking to- 
ward the east : and the pea was s< t above upon them, 
and all their hinder parts U'cre inward. 

And it was a handbreadtli thick, and the brim 
thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, with 
tlowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths. 

And he made ten bases of brass, four cubits was 
the length of one base, and four cubits the breadth 
thereof, and three cubits the height of it. 

And the work of the bases was on this manner : 
they had borders, and the borders were between the 
ledges : 

And on the borders that were between the ledges 
Wire lions, oxen, and cherubim : and upon the ledges 
t/ure was a base above: and beneath the lions and 
oxen were certain additions made of thin work. 

And every base had four brazen wheels, and plates 
of brass: and the four corners thereof had underset- 
ters: under the laver were iindersettcrs molten, at 
the side of every addition. 

And the mouth of it within the chapiter and above 
was a cubit: but the mouth thereof was round after 
the work of the l>a«e, a cubit and a half: and also 
ii j kjii the mouth of it were gravings with their bor- 
ders, foursquare, not round. 

And under the borders were four wheels ; and the 
axletrees of the wheels were joined to the base : and 
the height of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit. 

And the work of the wheels w is like the work of 
a chariot wheel : their axletrees, and their naves, and 
their felloes, and their spokes, were all molten. 

And there were four undersetters to the four corners 
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of 01)0 base : and the umlcrsetters were of the very 
base itself. J 

Ami in the top of the base was t/„ re a round com- 
pass of half a cubit high : and on the top of the ha-e 
the ledges thereof and the borders thereof were of 
the same. 

For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on the 
borders thereof, lie graved cherubim, lions, and palm- 
trees, according to the proportion of every one and 
additions round about 

After this manner he made the ten bases: all of 
them had one casting, one measure, and one size. 

Then made lie ten lavcrs of brass: one haver con- 
tained forty baths : and every laver was four cubits: 
and upon every one of the ten bases one laver. 

And he put live bases on the right side of the 
house, and live on the left side of the house : and he 
set the sea on the right side of the house eastward, 
over against the south. 

And Hiram made the lavcrs, and the shovels, and the 
basins. So Iliram made an end of doing all the work 
that he made king Solomon for the house of the Lord : 

The two pillars, and the two bowls of the chapiters 
that were on the top of the two pillars; and the two 
net-works, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters 
which were upon the top of the pillars; 

And four hundred pomegranates for the two nct- 
y\oiks, even two rows of promegranates for one net- 
work, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters that 
were upon the pillars ; 

And the ten bases, and ten lavcrs on the bases ; 

And one sea, and twelve oxen under the sea : 


And the pots, and the shovels, and the basins : and 
all tlioe vessels, which Hiram made to king Solo- 
mon for the house «.f the Lord, were of bright brass. 

In the plain of Jordan did the king east them, in 
the elav ground between Suecoth and Xarthan. 

And Solomon left all the vessels imwtojhal, bo- 
rause they were exceeding many : neither was the 
weight of the brass found out. 

And Solomon made all the vessels that jh'rtanicd 
unto the house ol the Lord t the altar of gold, and 
the table of gold, whereupon the show-bread uw, 

And the candlesticks of pure gold, live on the right 
sn/t\ and live on the left, before the oracle, with the 
llnwers, and the lamps, and the tongs o/‘gold, 

And the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basins, 
and the spoons, and the censers of pure gold; and 
the binges of gold, both for the doors of the inner 
hon.-c, the most \\o\y jdace, and for the doors of the 
bouse, to tvit, of the temple. 

So was ended all the work that king Solomon 
made for the house of the Lord. And Solomon 
brought in the tilings which David his father had 
dedicated; eccn the silver, and the gold, and the 
Newels, did lie put among the treasures of the house 
of the Lord. (I Kings vii. 13 to 51.) 

In the fourth year was the foundation of the house 
of the Lord laid, in the month Xil : 

And in the eleventh year, in the month Ltd, which 
t, s the eighth month, was the house finished through- 
out all the parts thereof, and according to all the 
bullion of it. So was he seven years in building it. 
(1 Kings vi. 37, 38.) 
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< l 1 the heads of the tril.es, .he ehief of the Jmhcrs 
->f tlie children of Israel, unto kin- Solomon in dern- 
B.dem that they might bring „|. the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord out of the city of David, which /, 

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves 
unto king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethunin, 
winch 2$ the seventh month. 

And all the elders of Israel came, and the priest* 
cook up the ark. 

And they brought up the ark of the Lord, and the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy ves- 
sels that were in the tabernacle, even those did the 
pi icsts and the kevites bring 1 np. 

And king Solomon, aiufall the congregation of 
Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him 
•before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could 
not be told nor numbered for multitude. 

And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most hoi yj>lace, even under the win-s 
or the cherubim. 

For the cherubim spread forth their two win-s 
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered 
the ark and the staves thereof above. 

And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the 
staves were seen out in the holy j,!„ce before the ora- 
cle, and they were not seen without: and there they 
are unto this day. J 


Th*re \c>i* nothing in the ark save the two tables 
of stone, which Moms put thereat Iloreb, when the 
Lori made a covenant with the children of Israel, 
hen they came out of the land of Kgypt. 

And it eame to pa->, when the priests were come 
out of the h«»ly^&/«\ that the eloiul tilled the house 
id the Lord, 

So that the priests could not stand to minister 
1 eean-e of the eloiul : for the glory of the Lord had 
tilled the hoii-e of the Lord. 

Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would 
1 well in the thick darkness, 

I have surely built thee a house to dwell in, a 
settled place for thee to abide in for ever. 

And the king turned his face about, and blessed 
all the congregation of Israel: and all the congrega- 
tion of Israel stood ; 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord 
in the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and 
spread forth his hands towards heaven: 

And he said, Lord God of Israel, ihn't is no God 
like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who 
keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that 
walk before thee with all their heart: 

YT ho lia-t kept with thy servant David my father 
that thou promLcdst him: thou spakest also with 
thv mouth, and hast fullilled it with thine hand, as it 
is this day. 

Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep with thy 
servant David my father that thou prombedst him, 
saying. There shall not fail thee a man in my sight 
to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thv children 


take heed to their way, that they walk before me aj 
thou hast walked before me. 

And now, () God of Israel, let thy word, I pray 
thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto thy mt- 
vant David my father. 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, 
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee; how much less this house that I have budded ? 

And it v as so } that when Solomon had made an 
end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto 
the Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, 
fiom kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up 
to heaven. 

And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of 
Israel with a loud voice, saying, 

Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his 
people Israel, according to all that he promised : there 
hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which 
he promised by the hand of .Moses his servant. 

The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our 
fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us: 

That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk 
in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and 
his statutes, and his judgments, which he commanded 
our fathers. 

And let these my words, wherewith I have made 
supplication before the Lord, be nigh unto the L>rd 
our God day and night, that lie maintain the can.-c of 
his servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all 
times, as the matter shall require: 

That all the people of the earth may know that tho 
Lord is God, and that there is none else. 


Lot your heart therefore he perfect with the Lord 
<>nr ( * <n 1 , to w alk in his statutes, and to keep his com- 
mandments, a- at this day. 

And the kin^r, and all Israel with him, offered 
sacrifice before the Ix>rd. 

And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace-offerings, 
which he offered nnto the Lord, two and twenty 
thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand 
sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel de- 
dicated the house of the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the 
building of the house of the Lord, and the king’s house, 
and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, 

That the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, 
as lie had appeared nnto him at Gibeon. 

And the Lord said unto him, I have heard thy 
prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made be* 
fore me : 1 have hallowed this house, which thou hast 
built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes 
and mine heart shall he there perpetually. 

And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy 
father walked, in integrity of heart, and in upright- 
ness, to do according to all that I have commanded 
thee, and wilt keep niv statutes and my judgments; 

Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom 
upon Drael forever, as 1 promised to David thy father, 

ing, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne 
oi Israel. 

Uni if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye 
or your children, and will not keep my commandments 
and my statutes which 1 have set before you, but go 
and serve other gods, and worship them ; 







Then will T cut oft Israel nut of the land which 1 
have given them; and this house, which I have hal- 
lowed for my name, will I east out of my sight ; and 
Israel shall bo a proverb and a by-word a'moim nil 
people : 

And at this house, winch is high, every one that 
passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall libs; and 
they shall say, why hath the Lord done thus unto this 
land, and to this house ( 

And they shall answer, because they forsook tho 
Lord their God, who brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other 
gods, and have worshiped them, and served them: 
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil. 

And it came to pass at the end of twenty veal's, 
when Solomon had built the two houses, the house of 
the Lord, and the king’s house, 

(lYmv Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solo- 
mon with cedar-trees and fir-trees, and with gold, 
according to all his desire,) that then king Solomon 
gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 

And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities 
which Solomon had given him; and tlicv pleased him 
not. 

And lie said, TVHhat cities civc these which thou hn<t 
given me, my brother? And he called them the land 

of Cabul unto this day. (1 Kings viii. 1 to 14. Lg 

to 27.-51 to 04— Also ix. 1 to 13.) 

THE DESTRUCTION OF TUB TEMPLE AND RAIiVLOXISIl 
CAramT. 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his remn. 
25 




in tin* truth month, in the tenth day of the montli, 
th it Nebuchadnezzar king of Tabylon came, he, am] 
all hi* host. again>t Jerusalem, and pitched against it ; 
and they ! milt forts against it round about. 

And the city wa- besieged unto the eleventh year 
of king Zedekiah. 

And on the ninth day of the fourth month the 
famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread 
f<*r t he people of the land. 

And the eity was broken up, and all the men of 
war rhtl by night by the way of the gate between two 
•.sal!-, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chal- 
dee- </v/v against the city round about:) and the Jxiny 
went the way toward the plain. 

And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the 
king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and 
all his army were scattered from him. 

So they took the king, and brought him up to the 
king of 1 lain Ion to Tobiah ; and they gave judgment 
upon him. 

And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before bis eyes, 
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with 
fetter* of lira*-, and carried him to Tabylou. 

And in the ti ft h month, on the seventh day of the 
month, which is the nineteenth year of king Xobu- 
f Jjabylou, came Nebuzar-adan, 


ehad.irzzar king o 


raj tain of the guard, a servant of the king of ]>nhy- 
loii, unto Jerusalem : 

And he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's 
li *n*r, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every 
great aunt's hou*e burnt be with lire. 

And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with 
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the captain of the guard, brake down tl.e walls of 
Jerusalem round about. 

Bow the rest of the people that were left in the 
city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of 
Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did”\'e- 
bnzar-adan the captain of the guard carry away. 

But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the 
land to be vine-dressers and husbandmen. 

And the pillars of brass that were in the house of 
the Lord, and the bases, and the brazen sea that ?/•,/.< 
in the house of the Lord, did (he Chaldees break in 
pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon. 

And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and 
the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they 
ministered, took they away. 

And the firepans, and the bowls, and such things as 
were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in silver” the 
captain of the guard took away. 

The two pillars, one sea, and the bases which Solo- 
mon had made for the house of the Lord ; the bra.-s 
of all these vessels was without weight. 

The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, 
and the chapiter upon it was brass: and the height 
of the chapiter three cubits ; and the wreathen work, 
and pomegranates upon the chapiter round about, all 
of brass: and like unto these had the second pillar 
with wreathen work. 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief 
priest, and Zcphaniah the second priest, and the three 
keepers of the door: 

And out of the city ho took an olliecr that was set 
over the men of war, and five men of them that were 
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in the kilims pre-enee, which were found in the eitv 
and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered 
the people of the land, and threescore men of the 
people of the land that were found in the citv: 

And Xebiizar-adan captain of tlie guard took these, 
and brought them to the king of Babylon to Biblah : 

And the king of Babylon smote them, and slew 
them at Biblah in the land of Ilamath. So Judah 


wu- carried away out of their land. 
1 to L'l.) 


(II. Kings, xxv 



ueitun fkom the caimtvity and commencement of 

ELILOING OF THE TEMPLE OF ZKRUIWABEL. 

Xow in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the Lord by the month of Jeremiah 
might be fill til led, the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyril* king of Persia, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and j>ut it also in writing, 
saving, 

Thu- saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; 
and he hath charged me to build him a hou>c at 
Jcrii-alem, which is in Judah. 

ho /.v tkt ft among you of all his people ? his God 
he with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
t< in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of 
Brad, (he i* the Godj which is in Jerusalem. 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the prices, and the Levitcs, with all 
tin m who>e spirit God had rai-cd, to go up to buihl 
the hou.M* of the Lord which in in Jerusalem. 

And all tliev that w*rc about them strengthened 
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their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with 
goods and with beasts, and with precious things, be- 
sides all that was willingly offered. 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels oi 
he house of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in 
the house of his gods : 

Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth 
by the hand of Mithredatli the treasurer, and nun,- 
bored them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 
And this zs the number of them: thirty chan-era 

of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives, J 

Thirty basins of gold, silver basins of a second sort 
four hundred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. 

All the vessels of gold and of silver were five 
thousand and four hundred. All these did Shesh- 
bazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were 
bi ought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem. 

Now these are the children of the province that 
went up out of the captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and ame 
again unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his 
city; . 

Which came with Zerubbabel : Jesliua, Nchemiah, 
Sei aiah, Reelaiah, Mordeeai, Bilshan, Mizpar, Bigvai, 
Helium, Baanah. The number of the men of the 
people of Israel : 

The whole congregation together was forty aud two 
thousand three hundred and threescore. 

And some of the chief of the fathers, when they 
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came to the house of the Lord which is at Jerusalem, 
ofiercd freely fur the house of God to set it up in liis 
place : 

They gave after their ability unto the treasure oi 
the work threescore and one thousand drains of gold, 
and li\e thousand pounds of silver, and one hundred 
prices garments. 

And when the seventh month was come, and the 
children of Israel icax in the cities, the people gathered 
then^elves together as one man to Jerusalem. 

Then stood up Jeslu.a the son of Jozadak, and his 
brethren the priests, and Zernbbabel the son of Slieal- 
tiel. and his brethren, and bnilded the altar of the 
God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is 
written in the law of Moses the man of God. 

And they set the altar upon his bases ; for fear 2vas 
upon them because of the people of those countries : 
and they offered burnt-offerings thereon unto the 
Lord, ei'tn burnt-offerings morning and evening. 

They gave money also unto the masons, and to the 
carpenters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them 
of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar-trees 
from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the 
grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of their coining unto the 
house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, be- 
gan Zernbbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
sni of .blzadak, and the remnant oi their brethren the 
priests and the Levites, and all they that were come 
out of the captivity unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the 
Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set for- 
ward the work of the house of the Lord. 
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Now when the adversaries of .f ihI:i)i and I’ciijaiiiin 
heard that tlie children of the captivity lmilded thy 
temple unto the Lord God of Israel ; 

Rehum the chancellor and Shinishai the seriby 
tvifite a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the 
king in tli is sort : 

Then sent tlie king an answer unto Uelmm the 
chancellor, and to Shinishai the scribe, and t<> the nM 
of their companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto 
the rest beyond the river, Peace, and at such a time. 

The letter which ye sent unto ns hath been plainly 
read before me. 

(rive ye now commandment to '\ause these men to 
cease, and that this city be not budded, until unntJor 
commandment shall be given from me. 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxcs' letter v'us 
read before Uelmm, and Shinishai tlie seribe, and 
their companions, they went np in haste to Jerusalem 
unto the Jews, and made them t<> cease by force and 
power. 

Then ceased the work of the house of God which 
is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year 
of the reign of Darins king of Persia. 

Then the prophets, Ilaggai the prophet, and Zeelm- 
riah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jew* that 
were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of tin 1 God 
of Israel, even unto them. 

Then rose up Zerubbabel the s«*n < »f Shealtiel, and 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them 
were the prophets of God helping them. 

At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor 01 
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tfiU dde tlu* ri\ or. and Shethar-boznai. and tlieir com* 

J lidoiiN and .-aid thus unto them. Who hath com- 
manded von to build this huu-e, and to make up this 
\\ a 1 t 

Then said we unto them after this manner, What 
are t he name- of the men that make this building? 

J hit the eve i»f their God was upon the elders of the 
Jew-, that they could not cause them to eease. till the 
matter came to Hahns: and then they returned answer 
bv letter concerning this matter . 

The iv py of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this 
n'de the ri\er, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions 
the Aphar.-aehitcs. which were on this side the river, 
t-ont unto Harius the king: 

They -ent a letter unto him, wherein was written 
thu- ; Unto Harius the king, all peace. 

He it known unto the king, that we went into the 
pro\iii(*e of Judea, to the house of the great God, 
which is budded with great stones, and timber is laid 
in the walls, and this work goctli fast on, and pros- 
peretli in their hands. 

Then a-ked we those elders, and said unto them 
thus. Who commanded you to build this house, and 
to make 11 j > tlie-e walls? 

We a -deed their names aUn, to certify tliee, that we 
1 1 1 i Lrh t write the names of the men that icere the chief 
of them. 

And thus they returned us answer, saying, Wc are 
the servant- of the God of heaven and earth, and 
build the hou-c that was budded these many years 
ago, which a great king of Israel budded and set up. 

l»ut after that our fathers had provoked the God of 


40 ‘J 



heaven unto wrath, lie gave them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, 
who destroyed this house, and carried the people awav 
into Babylon. 

But in the first year of Cyrus the king of Bab\lon, 
the same king Cyrus made a decree to build this home 
of God. 

And the vessels also of gold and silver of the house 
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple 
that was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the 
temple of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out 
of the temple of Babylon, and they were delivered 
unto ou6) whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had 
made governor ; 

And said unto him, Take these vessels, go, carry 
them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the 
house of God be budded in his place. 

Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there 
be search made in the king's treasure house, which is 
there at Babylon, whether it be so , that a decree was 
made of Cyrus the king to build this house of God at 
Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure to us 
concerning this matter. 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search 
was made in the house of the rolls, where the treasures 
were laid up in Babylon. 

And there was found at Aehmetha, in the palaco 
that is in the province of the Modes, a roll, and therein 
was a record thus written: 

In the first year of Cyrus the king, the same Cyrus 
the king made a decree concerning the home of GikI 
at Jerusalem, Let the house be budded, the place 
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where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations 
thereof be strongly laid ; the height thereof threescore 
cubits a i l the breadth thereof threescore cubits; 

With three rows of great stones, and a row of new 
timber: and let the expenses be given out of the 
king's hoii<c: 

And also let the golden and silver vessels of the 
lioiKe of God. which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out 
of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto 
llabvhm, be restored, and brought again unto the 
temple which is at Jerusalem, cvtnjone to his place, 
and place them in the house of God. 

Let the work of this house of God alone; let the 
governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build 
this house of God in his place. (Ezra i. — ii. 1, 2, 
03, G4. — iii. 1, 3, 7, iv. 1, 8, 17, IS, 21, 23, 2l.— 
v. 1, 15, 17. — vi. 1, 5, 7. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF 

REMARKABLE EVENTS IN Til! HISTORY 
OF JERUSALEM. 

FROM THE EARLIEST RECORDS OF THE CITY TO 1^4. 


1450 
1444 b.c. 

1400 


1041 

1038-37 

1030-34 

1033 

1031 

1023 


First notice, and first accounts of Jerusalem. Josh, 
x-xv.-xviii. 

First siege. Judges i. 8, 21. 

Zion repeatedly besieged from this time till 1010, l»nt 
without success. 

David takes the stronghold of the Jebu« t< s, au ] 
makes Jerusalem his capital. 1 Chron. xi.-xii. 

David removes the ark from Kirjath-Joariin to the 
house of Obed Edom; thenco to Jcrusab m. 1 
Chron. xii.-xiv. 

Victories over Aloab, FhilLstia, Syria, and INlom. 1 
Chron. xviii 

David defeats Ammon and Syria. 1 Chron. xix. 

David’s adultery ; siege of Rabbah ; murder of Uriah. 

1 Chron. xx. 

Birth of Solomon. 2 Sam. xli. 

Absalom kills Amnon, and Hies. 2 Sam. xiii. 

Absalom raises r revolt against David, his father. 9 
Sam. xv. 
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David retreat* to Mahanaiin. 

Joab d* fiats nnd slays Absalom. 

Daviil r« turns. 2 Sum. xviii., xix. 

The time years* famine. 2 Sam. xxi. 

Last wars with the Philistines. 

Pa\i<l subdues his enemies. 1 Chron. xx. 

David mi in lx rs Israel ; the plague. 1 Chron. xxi. 
Paul collects materials, and instructs Solcsuon as to 
the building of the Temple. 1 Citron, xxii. 

He hellion of Adonijah ; Solomon proclaimed David’* 
Fucct ssor ; Adonijah submits. 1 Kings i. 

Dari Ts final charge to Solomon; directs Joab rum 
Shinn i to be put to dentin 1 Kings ii. 

King Solomon’s reign begins. 

Adonijah and Joab put to death. 1 Kings ii. 

Solomon collects men and materials for building the 
Temple. 1 Kings v. 

Solomon marries Pharaoh’s daughter. 1 Kings iii. 
Commences building the Temple. 

The Temple completed and dedicated. 2 Chron. r. 
The Queen of Sheba’s visit to Solomon. 2 Chron. ix. 
The wives of Solomon seduce him into idolatry. 

Death of Solomon. 1 Kings xi. 

Rehoboam succeeds his father on the throne. 1 Kings 
xil 

The revolt ; ten tribes, under Jeroboam, form the 
kingdom of Israel, with their capital at Shcehem. 
Judah and Benjamin remain with Rehoboam, and 
form the kingdom of Judah. 1 Kings xii. 

Rehoboam fortifies his kingdom. 2 Chron. xi. 
Jerusalem plundered by Skishak. 1 Kings xiv. 

D( ath of Ihhoboam; he is succeeded by Abijah. 1 
Kings xiv. 

Abijah defeats Jeroboam in battle. 2 Chron. ii. 

Death of Abijah; he is succeeded bv Asa. 

Asa puts away idolatry. 1 Kings xv. 

Asa defeats the Ltliiopians. 2 Chron. xiv. 

Asa bril>ea Renliadad, king of Syria, to attack Baasb* 

1 Kings xv. 

Ibath of Asa; succeeded by Jchoslmphat. 1 Kings xv 



Disastrous expedition to ltamoth. 

Jehoshaphat and Alial) unite in battle ngalinit the Srri 
ans. 2 Chron. xviii. 

Jehoshaphat joins Ahaziah in a commercial r xpoditi m 
his ships wrecked ; refuses to join in another expo Ji 
tion. 1 Kings xxii., 

Jehoram begins to reign with Jchosliapbat. 

Death of Jehoshaphat. 

Jehoram continues to reign. 

Ahaziah reigns as viceroy to his father. 

Death of Jehoram. 

Ahaziah joins Joram against HazaeL 
Ahaziah slain by Jehn. 

Athalia usurps the throne, and destroys all tho so.-d 
royal except Joash, who is concealed by Ins aunt. 
Jehosheba. 2 Kings xi. 

Joash begins to reign ; Athalia slain. 2 Kings xi. 
Joash and the people fall into idolatry ; Zachariah 
reproves them, and is slain in tho Temple court. 
Matt. 23. 

Joash slain by his servants; Amaziah succeeds him on 
the throne. 2 Kings xii. 

Hires an army of Israelites to assist him against tho 
Edomites; but, at the prophet’s command, sends 
them back. 

Amaziah then defeats tho Edomites and worships their 
idols. 

Afterwards provokes the King of Israel to battle, an I 
is taken prisoner by him. 2 Kings xiv. 

Amaziah slain; succeeded by Azariah. 2 Kings xiv. 
Increases his army. 

Struck with leprosy for invading tho priest’s office. 
Jotham made regent. 2 Kings xv. 

Death of Azariah ; Jotham king. 

Syria and Israel begin to alllict Judah ; Jotham dies, 
and is succeeded by Ahaz. 2 Kings xvi. 

Judah devastated ; Jerusalem taken by Svria an I 
Israel; Ahaz, being hard pressed, hires Tigl.th 
Pileser, the king of Assyria, against them. 2 Kings 
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720 Death of Alia* ; succeeded by Ilezekiah. 2 Kings xvih 

713 Sennacherib comes up against Judah, but is pacified 

bv a tribute and returns. 2 Kings xviii. 

711 Sennacherib again invades the kingdom of Judah ; hie 

annv destroyed near Jerusalem by an angel. Isa. 
xxxv. -vii. 

09? Death of Uezekiah ; succeeded by Manasseh. 

Jerusalem taken by the King of Assyria; Manasseh 
carried away captive to Babylon. 

042 Death of Manasseh. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 

lie is succeded by Amon. 2 Kings xxi. 

040 Amon slain by his servants; succeeded by Josiah. 2 
Chron. xxxiii. 

023 Josiah prepares to repair the Temple. 2 Kings xxii. 

022 A solemn celebration of the passover by Josiah. 2 

Kings xxiii. 

000 In attempting to stop the King of Egypt from crossing 

liis territory, Josiah is slain in battle. 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 

Jchoahaz succeeds him ; reigns three months, then de- 
posed by Pharaoh Nccho, and taken to Egypt ; Jehoi- 
akim succeeds him. 2 Kings xxiii. 

000 Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerusalem ; puts Jehoiakim in 

fetters ; afterwards releasing him, makes him tribu- 
tary; spoils the Temple. 2 Kings xxiv. 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 

Orders the master of his eunuchs to select and send to 
Babylon some of the royal family and nobility tc 
stand in the king’s palace. 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah, Shadrach, Mcsh- 
ach, and Abcdnego are selected, and taken there. 
Dan. i. 

599 Death of Jehoiakim ; succeeded by Jehoiachin. 

Jerusalem again taken by Nebuchadnezzar; Jehoiachin, 
v ith many of his subjects, carried to Babylon ; Zede- 
kiah made king. 2 Kings xxiv. ; Jer. lii. 

593 90 Zedekiah rebels ; Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to Jerusa- 
lem for the third time. 2 Kings xxv. 

5S9 The Chaldeans raise the siege to march against the 
approaehing Egyptian annv. Jer. xxxvii. 





The Chaldeans return ; Jerusalem taken ; the Tempi, 
burnt, and the people carried a wav captive ; (Jedahuh 

appointed governor; Isliuiacl Mu.vh tledalinli 2 
Kings xxv. 

Decree of Cyrus for the rebuilding the Temple, and 
restoration of the Jews. 2 Cliron. xxxvi. 

Zerubbabel commences to build the second Temple 
Ezra iii. 

Ihe work on the Templo interrupted by the Samari- 
tans. Ezra iv. 

Building- of the Temple resumed. Hag. i. 

Dedication of the second Temple. Kz. vi 
Nekennak receives a commission from Artaxerxr* tc 
visit Jerusalem and rebuild the wah ; the wall com- 
pleted and dedicated. Keh. i.-vi 
Jehoiada high-priest. 

Johanan high-priest. 

Alexander visits Jerusalem ; plants Jews in Alexandria. 
Ptolemy Lagus captures Jerusalem; plants Jews in 
Alexandria and Gyrene. 

Simon the Just high -priest. 

Version of the Seventy commenced, Alexandria. 
Ptolemy Philopater prevented from entering the Holy 
of Holies ; he attempts to destroy the Jews at Alex- 
andria, but is miraculously prevented. 

The sect of the Saddueees founded. 

Seopas, an Egyptian general, recovers Jerusalem to 
the King of Egypt. 

Antioehus regains Judea. 

Heliodorus attempts to plunder the Temple, but is pre- 
vented by an angel. 

Antioehus Epiphanes takes Jerusalem, and slays -10,000 
persons ; he also prefanes the Temple. 

Judas Maecabums purifies the Teiuplo, and institatrn 
the feast of dedication. 

Judas Maecabmus slain; succeeded by his brother 
Johnathan. 

Johnathan murdered by Typhon ; is succeeded by 
Simon, his brother, who is made ruler by Demo- 
trius. 
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Simon murdered; succeeded by bis eon, John Hyi 
canus. 

John II v reanus throws olf the Syrian yoke, and cstab- 
hshts his indt pen deuce ; he destroys the Temple on 
Mt. tier zim 

Aristi b dus succeeds his father Ilyrcanus. 

Ah xinuh r J a mucus succeeds his brother Aristobuhis. 

Jai-na*u< dies; is succeed. d by Alexandra, his wife, 
who makes her son Ilyrcanus high-priest. 

Death of Alexandra ; Is succeeded by Ilyrcanus, who 
Is forced to weld the crown to his yonngcr brother 
Aristobulus. 

Pomp* y the Great reduces Syria to a Roman province ; 
Ilyrcanus endeavors to regain the crown. 

lie and his brother appeal to Poinpev, who decides for 
Ilyrcanus ; Pompey takes Jerusalem. 

Aristobuhis and his son raise disturbances, and are 
vanquished by Gubin ius, the Roman governor of 
Syria. 

Crassns plunders the Tt mple. 

Julius Ciesar appoints Antipater procurator of Judea ; 
who makes his son Herod governor of Galilee, and 
Phasael of Jerusalem. 

Walls of Jerusalem rebuilt. 

Autipater poisoned ; Herod and Phasael revenge his 
death. 

Jerusalem taken by the Part Ilians, who slay Phasic 1, 
and place Aiuigonus upon the throne ; Ib rod llies to 
Rome, and is appointed King of Judea. 

Herod takes Jerusalem, beheads Antigonus, and is 
establish* d King of Judea; he makes Aristobuhis, 
brother of liis wife .Miirinnnie, high-priest, but after- 
wards murders him. 

II. r >d b.-gins to rebuild and i n large the Temple. 

Nativity of Ji:«us Ciikist. 

J<-sum vi its Jerusah in. 

Pilate sent from Rome as Governor of Judea. 

John tin- baptist begins bis ministry. 

Jesus baptized by John. 






Tho crucifixion. 

Ananias and Saphphira stm.-k dead 
Stephen stoned; and the chinch p, rn 
llerod Agrrippa made King of .1 
J ame^ beheaded by Herod ; liberation of IV, or by an 

Paul sent a prisoner to Rome. 

T Uon“ beffi ‘ ,S: ° f ».v tho 

Jerusalem besieged and taken by Titus; 1 |0) (>no 
Jews perish by the sword, lire, famine, and crud- 
fixion, besides <17,000 who were sold ua slave* 
Jerusalem razed to its foundations 
Join, banished to the Isle of Patinos by Domitian 
John writes the Revelation. 

John liberated. 

John, the last surviving Apostle, dies. 

The Jews revolt, and become masters of .1, rn 
salem. 

Jerusalem retaken by the Romans. 

The Empress Helena visits Jerusalem, and builds two 
churches. 

The attempt to lay the foundation of another Tem- 
ple. 

Jerusalem made an independent patriarchate. 

The Emperor Justinian founded at Jerusalem a splen- 
did church in honor of the Virgin. 

The Persian army, under Chosroes, takes J,ru- 
salem. 

Chosroes defeated by Heraclius ; the city recovered 1 v 
the Greeks. 

Jerusalem taken by the Klialif Omar; commence « i t 
of the reign of Mohammedanism. 

Jerusalem taken by Ahmed, a Turkish seven ign of 
Egypt- 

Ortok made ruler of the city by Tutimh. 

The crusaders under Godfrey Bouillon take the citr, 
the conqueror made king; is succeeded by h* 
brother Baldwin. 

Baldwin dies. 



Saladin. Sultan of the East, captured the city. 
Jerusalem restored to the Latin princes. 

It is taken from them by the Sultans of Egypt. 

Stlim, the Turkish Sultan, takes the city. 

The present walls built. 

Mohammed Ali, Pasha of Egypt, takes Jerusalem. 
Taken possession of by the Feilahin (tillera of the 
soil). 

Kestored to the Sultan of Turkey. 
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COURSE' AND DISTANCE 


FROil THE CENTRE 



TO THE FOLLOWING 1*LA CMS. 


DISTANCE, VERY NEAR.* 

T0 COURSE. GEO. MILES. 

Askelon W.S.W. 

Acre X.N.W. 80 

Antioch X. by W. 300 

Bethany E.S.E. 2 

Bethlehem S. 4 

Beeroth N. • 7 

Bethel X. 10 

Beersheba S.S.AV. 40 

Bethsaida N. by E. 85 

Baalbek X.X E. 195 

Bab ylon E. X. E. 530 Air-lino. 

Chorazin X. by E. 80 

Capernaum X. by E. 78 

Caesarea X. X. W. GO Via Joppa. 

Dead Sea S.E 12 

Damascus. . .. — X.X.E. 150 

E P h esus X.W. GOO Via Joppa, and Modi 

Gaza S.W. 45 terrauean. 

Gadara N.X.E. 05 

Gebal X. by E. ISO Via Joppa. 

Hebron S. hy V'. 17 

Hamath X. X. E. 250 


* As but few of tbeso roads or route* hnvo ever been «irvr)M, the ei*rt til* 
tances cannot be uiveu. 
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List op Inteuestiko and Vai.uahlis Works on tiie 
IIoly Land. 

• i‘a r - 

Robinson. Researches, 3 vols. Maps $I«J Df) 

Stanley. Egypt and Palest ino ’’ 7 

Thompson. The Land and the Look, 2 vols. Maps f, p<> 

Tristram. Natural History of Palestine r> 00 

The Land of Israel j o pp 

The Lible, Atlas of. Maps and plans 1 :, pp 

\ an D. Velde’s Map of Palestine jo pp 

Recovery of Jerusalem— Ordnance Survey. Ly Captain 

Wilson, R.E ;; pq 

Barclay, Rev. T. J. City of the Great King’ 10 00 

Ilawson, A. L. Bible Hand-Book g p,j 

Bur, N. C. ,D.D. Sacred History and Geography of Palestine 3 00 
Ivitto. Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature, 3 vols. Engrav- 
es 3100 

(Abridged) ? 00 

McLeod, Norman. Eastward. Engravings 13 00 

Layard, A. H. Nineveh and its Remains, 2 vols. 8vo. En- 
gravings IS 00 

The Publishers will forward any of the abovo works on receipt 
of its price. 

* Dr. Barclay was for many years Resident Missionary at J< ru~i 
lem, during which time he made a thorough exploration of r* 
city and surrounding country, the results of which mat be f. 11 id 
in his valuable work. 

Prof. Ilawson lias also had the benefit of several years’ r« d< no 
in Jerusalem and vicinity, and as Christians are exclud'd from 
sacred places of the Mohammedans, he fdopted the dr* at 1 
customs of the Arabs, thus for tin time becoming om of t L . n - 
joining a lodge of Eastern Dervishes, visiting, as a M >1 mm - m 
pilgrim, their holy places, taking nob and making sk«wh< • f 
places and objects of interest that could not otherw t lm\c bttn 
reached. 
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REDDING & CO., 

l*L'ULlhU EUS OK 

Slandard Masonic Works, 

Tembte Building, 544 Broadway, New York. 

Practical Monitor and Compend of Masonic 
Law and Jurisprudence. * Containing the Monitorial instructions 
pertaining to the lirst three decrees, unincumbered with mat- 
ter not practised with the Work, everything not used in con- 
nection with the Work an 1 Lectures being excluded, while the 
Monitorial that is practised is arrange l in the exact order in 
which it oecirs in the Uitual. Followed by a practical Coin- 
peud of Masonic Law and Jurisprudence, with the decisions of 
the different Grand Lodges in this country on all important 
points and questions. To officers and members who desire a 
.Manual in which the information is -readily accessible , this 
w )ik will commend itself. By M Wolcott Bedding. 
Embellished with a beautiful ehromo lithograph — “Pass of the 
Jordan.” 

Cloth *0 ()•*) 

Morocco Tuck, full gilt I M 

Webb’s Freemasons' Monitor. Miniature edition. 

Cloth. To 

A Manual of the Lodge; or, Monitorial Instructions in 
the First Three Degrees. Including the Ceremonies of Instal- 
lations, Dedications, Laying of Corner-Stones, We. By Alkkut 
G. Mackey. In one Svo volume, haudsomely bound. . . ..$2 00 
Cross’s Masonic Text- Book. Containing Monitorial 
Instructions in the Degrees, from Entered Apprentice to 
Knights Templar, inclusive. Illustrated with 10U engravings. 

o2mo, full gilt §1 

Mooi'e’s Pocket Trestle Board. o2mo $0 To 

Mackey’s Masonic Ritualist; or, Monitorial Instruc- 
tions from Entered Apprenticeship to Select Master. 22 mo, 

tuck. Price $1 

Hi toi y of Masonic Persecutions. By G lough 

Oi.i\i:ji, D.I). One vol. l2mo, cloth ^2 00 

Origin and Early History of Freemasonry. 

By G. W. SiiaMmi.NNi.il. Price $1 00 

Hi tory of the Anricnt and Accepted Scottish 
Rite. By Fulglii. Clotli $ ,r > 50 

• A iu*w w <rk. 
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ESP ECCE ORIENTI. A completo Instructor for OfT!c« rn 
and Members. Containing tin; Work, Lcctur***, and Mr u tonul 
of the first three decrees, including evrr\ tiling in iU < nb r j.< r* 
taining to each degr cc—<xcej>t the starts <>f Masonry. The 
whole given by a system and arrangement ichieh rt/uit r* it intel- 
ligible only to the initiated. 

SIXTH EDITION, critically revised by competent authority 
—and is strictly in accordance with the Standard Work and 
Lectures— making a work that no practical member of the order 
will be without after he has examined it. 

There are separate editions of this and also of the following 
Ritual, each edition containing the standard work of a particular 
State. 

Morocco tuck, full gilt $:} 00 

The need of some means of refreshing and aiding the memory 
on the Ritual outside of the Lodge is universally felt among the 
Fraternity, and for the want of an authentic work on tins sub 
jeet members are availing themselves of any means of informa- 
tion that comes within their reach — hence the extensive and 
increasing sale of several open and highly erroneous exposure, 
that are sold alike to the public at large and to the Fraternity. 
To arrest this evil, and meet the demand for a work of this 
nature that is both accurate and legitimate, this volume has been 
prepared. 

HP This work is furnished to Masons only . 

CA’BA-LA.* A complete Instructor for otficers and in* miIxtm 
of the Chapter. Arranged on a plan similar to Ecce <> * ti, 

and in exact accordance with the Standard Work and Le *- 
turcs. Intelligible only to R. A. Masons. 

Morocco tuck, scarlet edges $ 1 id 

This work is sold to members of the Chapter o dy. 

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS, Illustrated and Explain* 1 in a 
Course of Twelve Lectures on Freemasonry. By liftoti *u 
Oliver, D.D. Cloth, $1.50. Half mon^co $1 50 

• A new work. 






FindclPs History of Freemasonry. 1 voL Svo. Cloth. 00 

Chase’s Digest of Masonic Daw. A complete Codo 
of Regulations and Decisions u]>ou questions of Masonic Juris- 
pru knee. Containing a compend or digest of forty Grand 
Constitutions and Regulations.— including every Grand Lodge 
in America, and those of England. Ireland, and Scotland, — and 
o in] rising over four tbo isand decisions, Ac. 
l2mo, 404 pages, cloth ^2 00 

Lockwood’s Masonic Law and Practice.. .$1 00 

Text- Book of Masonic Jui isprudence. ByAi.mnrr 
G. Mackey, M.D. Newly revised. Cloth $2 73 

Mackey’s Lexicon of Freemasonry. Revised edi- 
tion, with Portrait of the Author. One vol. 12mo, cloth gilt. 
Price. $3 00 

Book of Marks. For Royal Arch Chapters, fivo. half Tur- 
key morocco. 

100 Marks £3 30 

130 Marks 4 00 

200 Marks 4 30 

Guide to the Chapter ; containing the degrees of Mark Mas- 
ter, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch ; 
tog* thcr with the Order of High-Priesthood, etc. l2mo. 
Cloth $1 50 

N. Y. Royal Arch Companion, containing Monitorial In- 

structions in the Degrees of Murk Master, Past Master, Most 
Excellent Master, Royal Arch :n <1 Order of High-Priesthood; 
together with the Ceremonies of Constituting and Dedicating 
Chapt< rs, < to. Cloth $1 00 

Masonic Code of the State of Now York, containing 
Constitutions and General Regulations of the Grand Lodge of 
N»w York, and the resolution and Decisions now in force; 
also a Ktandurl form of By-Laws for Subordinate Lodges ; with 
the Forms ai 1 Course of Procedure ou Masonic Trials, etc. 
Cloth 50 
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